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The Department of Energy Organization Act of 1977 brought together
for the first time in one department most of the Federal Government's
energy programs.

With these programs came a score of organizational

entities, each with its owm history and traditions, from a dozen depart-

‘ments and independent agencies.

The History Division has prepared a

series of pamphlets on The Institutional Origins of the Department of
Energy.

Each pamphlet explains the history, goals, and achievements of

@ predecessor agency or a major program of the Department of Energy.

This pamphlet, which replaces Roger M. Anders' previous booklet cn
"The Office of Military Application," traces the history of the United
States nuclear weapon program from its inception during World War II to
the

present.
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