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On the basis of resvonses received so far to a tele-
graphic query to certain major field posts znd other informa-
tion available, reaction in non-Communist areas to the
domestic United 3tates debate on ending H~bomb tests apnears
to have been moderate. MNews coverage, in most instances,
vas widespread but not heavy. Interest in the issue seems %o
have been divided betveen an interest, on the one hand, in the
actual subject of the debate and concern over the testing icsue,
and, on the other, interest in the issue as an aspect of the
United States election., #ditorial comment was moderate in
volume and, except for the communist and left-wing oress,
generally restrained in tone. The news coverage was only
oceasiocnally sensatio-al in btone - - and this more often in its
treatment of the issue as an element in United States election
develomments than in its treatment of testing and related
problems,

The Stevenson position commanded more supnort and
sympathy among commentators than did Fresident Eisenhower's
position., ‘hile there was considerable sneculation on the role
the issue might play in affecting the results of the election, no
consensus emerges clearly; there anpears to be a tendency to
discount the decisiveness of testing as an election issue,

The Lulganin~bisenhower exchanie received in general
similar coverzge and here a stronger note of anroval of the
fresicent's course seems detectable,

Li-tle informetion is os yet available on lear astern
and Far Eastern reaction, but in thore areas reaction seens
to be based on continuing concern over the effects of tests and
less on interest in the U.U, election.

SOVIED Al SATELLITES

The possibility of a ban of nuclear veanons tests was
frequently discusrced ty ‘oviet comenvators, /cecording %o
l.oscow nropagardists, homb-test ban discussions have now
become the cernter of attention in the U.%, election campaien.
4= “n past comeents on this tonic, Soviet media indicated
that tie test ban issve has been introduced into camnaign
oratory primarily because the Democrats have found it

- expedient ~ \/
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expedient to utilize nomular dewancs for disarmoment and
because the !.emublicans hsd to take a stand once the ircue

had become campaign armunition. &ven though lioscow

maintained that stevensor's propornal for o test ban vas

getting increasing nomu'ar and scientific suomort in / erics,
it =aid that he and his strategists are using t'e issue nrimerily
in a quest for votes. Ae envisared by Conmunist cormentators,
the Administration hsc now heen caught between the need to
attract voters to its side and the need for continuing the arms
race, iloscow called the test issue one of the most vulnerable
points of ltenublican policv. Radio corments underlined "the
tremendous public interest in test cessation both in ..merica
and in the world at large,"

CAIUEIS ! CHINA

Cormmunist (ina has treated the subject in ways that
sux-ort the Soviet stand on disarmament and 2tomic weavons
and has sought to exploit Eisenhower's nosition largely to
prove that the lnited “tates is unwilling to underteke disarma-
ment and is ignoring the hazards of nuclear war end nuelear
teste, and public ovinion., At the same Gtime, both the " viet
and Comrmunist Chinece exploitation of the issue make the
noint that the current .5, discussion is a concession to %the
concern of the U,3, public over the issue wi 'eh has demanded
a discussion in the course of the electien campaign,



