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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION. AND WELFARE E

OQfFFIiCE FOR CIViL BIGRTS

REGIONAL OFF1CT

1275 MARKET STREET, 14TH FLOOR
SAN FRANCISCO CALIFORNIA 94103

Ruth Van Cleve, Director

0ffice of Territorial Affairs

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C.

20240

KUL 20 19719

(In raply, please refer to Docket No. 09-79-4095)

Dear Ms. Van Cleve:

We are sending you a copy of a complaint received by the Office
We have reviewed the complaint and determined

for Civil Rights.

that the allegations fall outside our jurisdiction.
that the issues of this complaint may be within the jurisdiction
of your office.

We balieve

We have advised the complainant that we are referring a copy
of the complaint to your office for action.

Thank you for your help.

do not hesitate to call us at FTS 556-8367.

Enclosure

Sincerely,

[/

5ean Kresy-

>
%&ced— 74(5%/
Porée, Acting DAirector

If you have any questions, please
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PROGRAM REVIEW & MANAGEMENT

Decr [ir. Alcecl: SUFPERY DIVISION
OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS/REGION IX/SF
T write Zslands of --iercnesia the
nave beern cauc2d by otho idtog f ;. vi ton “e united laticnz Irictee-
Slip Apreend
I oo Merz 2llese, presently attending a universitr in Nawaii end rmy vermener
resicderce ic ¢ tle i1cinrd of Zieye, immjalein stoll.
Zootlio lotter Ioors ccing to addrers some of the protlems focine "ec;l Lars
ze o result of the V.0, lezy testi: rre-ran. As vou are undceuntedlir suare, T oo
U,l. cirmad L0 Lnired ci.f Tructees.ip rgreezent in 1647, whic Iz tindi:ﬂ cr
anerice o ainicdctering nut oritv of ti islands, Lle Agreement statec tle ULDL i
res crolivdz te "srotect o rnezlth cf Y- drhabisants" and te "pretect t.e inlabi-
tante wrainst tre loss of t oelr land and resources.Y

T cwoosrent the lagt two monthc tratelling thrcughou. the carsiclls - te Ll
many tiny outer lying 2tolls U =t cen onl— be reﬂ"‘ed by btozt - interviening differnt
pecplc o bt ¢ rronaicis tier zve experienced £scn tle rodiosctive Tolleovt Tronlotle
bomb tests., .ere are scue of t.e things I have learned:

* In 104¢, prior tc ti.e rirst test series of "low yield" atemic bembs at Dikini,

residents ¢l cngelay ani nearby atclls were evacuated as a preczuticn. Zicht vearc
later, w.en 2ruvo was detcneted - the largest bomb ever cxrloded alove ground (770
tires lapger than earller te stc) - none cof the peoule were evocuated and ceveral

hundrel were seriously contaminzted witi snow like fzllout on Fongelap and Utirik.
americ:r ridialion nonitcering verscinel on an ztoll close to Zengelal: vere evacus -
ted ¢ ortly a:ter t e test, T©Tul the Hongelap vreoplr were nct evacuated Zer r.ore
than 42 uOL thus compownding theri radiation problems.

“ In 1957 (three vears zfter the 3ravo shot), with no extensive radiclegzical
surveys cernducted, the peo 1z of Rongelap were told by the Atomic -—nergr Comiission
thet threir atoll d-g safe for re abitation "despite slirit lingering radiocctivitvy™
and al;cwed to return nome., rcllowing a court suit in 1§75 which forced the AEC/
Dept. of inerny to do 2 radiolc-ical survey cf the northern hars nlls, tie DCZ's
197% report shows that Rcﬂﬂelan ‘as, on some islands, radiation levels close to
cikini's, where the tests were conducted, Bikini has bcen declared unlivable for
£0-10C wccrs. Despitc the Ail's cssurances of Fongelap's cafety, t : pec:le hnve
bzen livin~ on a contominated atoll for morz than 20 rears.

.

% Tre recple of Utiril were also contaminated by Zravo, but with abouth 1/10
of the Zongelap dose. Acyordirvi, the AIZC reacsured theo continually trat they
vrould 1v: no prcblems - lowever, in 1977 there was a sudd Jup in tﬂn carcer and
thyroid problens equalling t 2t of the much more heavily cupoged honrelzp ceor
The Amarican doctors admitted they had been campletely wrong in their ored*c*lon




the .oX decliared "there is virtually nc racdiation left" on Biliri
o . be in coving pack, But ten rears later Lle radiations levels
vere oo L1l 0 i et the environment and recple that tley were evacuateld ones aerin
I 1077, miiiinr Lotzrmational headlines in ihie proc:ess.

The .20 newr L ludini wes still "hot" in 1975 (accordin- to
treralls muel :iliar - put the; irnered these potentisl nere :
: csciertlists ‘uring the recetilemert rade strie ents
fe oost available source of data for evaluatins tie
the sut w1l alter being incoryorated i:tc - oy
avin- people cn a da.gerously coentardncted izlard

nle ir. the larsiallesc diet, arrcuroot (ci ilar to a
~as steopped producing on ever: islend ir tie lar-
from at least 135 etclls assert that the coconuts
¢ eitier do neot rroduce cr have mutated,

* an lenst Lelf 2 dezen islands at Bikini and Enewetal were cbliteratsd off
“re Tace ¢7 otie cart oy the testing, This cculd hardly be called "opretecting te
innkloarte tpairlt o2 locs of their lards,”
There r.ercus rerorts from different atolls of continuine mis-carricecc,
ctill Uirt o o= Lo defermitics in off spring., reople frem many etotls, in addi-

tien e - ;‘.lap and Utirik, com:ilain of sickness that they had riever expcrienced
wntil t oo Xest 1C-15 years. ¥Yet the ALC doctors conly lock at tie peonle t ey

corczider to Lz Vemncoed" and refuce tieir neaical service tc thece cthers.

Irce's mven | ational laboratory (on ccntract to the hpC/D\_) is chaerred ~iit=
cencduciir s rmesular nedical checks on the exposed'peorle and is responsitle for pro-
vidin; Tor tle ecplzc' healt'. care, But instead t“ doglors. huve concistently

sizslezd 1 e reople :bout ‘“Eﬂr radiation exvosure (tn~;§twrlx and T klﬁl situatiors ¥
are exxrles of % is). TSR TR . H
suhbrit that tie radisticn problems did not end with tie rvclear test -rogra:.
- trat in fkct Liey are just beginning to be felt. The problems !ere are z

o7 rolicies wiich lave beer formulated from very subjective interpretztiion

radiclo-ical irformotion and it highlights the crltlcal rieed for an alter-

rcint of vias, -ese policies are in direct conflict with whe!l.S. respon-
tc rretect t'o tealth of trne people. I strengly urge that tie feder-
~overnient s oovld vrevride funds for scientific surveys of t'e islandes and medical
excrinstions cf t‘e reoriz by independent doctors and scientists, wit! no ceonnectiornf
tc tie DO, ..-3 { oue personnel chould be chosen by lars'i llese. 4

Tut on lco of tris, I weculd like to invite you and represent:tives of vour

epartient tc come tc tie larsialls to investigfate tlese end other problems first
L“u“ so iiat vou can understand the situction 'ere.

ke U.Z. has nct lived up to its obligations under tle U.I. Trusteeship ~gree-
ment in znr coses has been in direct violation of it. The resulting radiation
problems tlat #re now becaming evident are just part of tie problem freing my pecrle
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page lhree

in tre iars::1ls. e need lelp and hore tiat you will be willins to loor into the
substantial humnan rignte viclations tiiat are occuring this very minui: in the iars zll
islands end trust you 1211 take whatever steps ;ou dee.: arpropriates tc teln cerrect
thic situstiorn,

I a lookins ferward to your reply.

g

Sincerely,
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