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Mr. Edward J. Bauser
Executive Director

Joint Cammittee on Atomic Energy
Congress of the United States

Dear Mr. Bauser:

Since the last report on medical findings in the Marshallese was
submitted to you on January 15, 1973, Dr. Robert A. Conard,
Medical Department, Brookhaven National Laboratory, and his
team have conducted their annual medical survey. The examinations
were carried out from March 21 to April 12, 1973. In contrast
to the difficult political climate that hampered the survey
during the spring of 1972, excellent cooperation was provided
to the team on this visit. In fact, the Special Joint Committee
for Rongelap and Utirik of the Micronesian Congress, who
accompanied the survey team, urged the people to cooperate in
the examinations,

No additional cases of leukemia or blood disorders were discovered,
However, several new thyroid abnormalities were detected, including
three that might be related to the radioactive fallout of 1954,
and three others that are probably unrelated. All but an
Ailinginae female patient are scheduled to have their thyroid
nodules removed surgically at Cleveland within the next few weeks.
The nodule in the Ailinginae patient is to be treated medically
and observed for the present.

Dr. Knud Knudsen of Brookhaven National Laboratory is completing
his one-year tour of duty in the Marshall Islands. He was assigned

 

 

   

there to provide special health care to the people of Rongelap and =
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Mr. Edward J. Bauser -=2-

Utirik and to supervise the thyroid treatment program. The
Marshallesa people and their representatives have expressed high
regard for Dr. Knudsen and his contributions to the medical care
of the people.

We will be happy to furnish any additional information about these
matters that you might wish.

Sincerely,
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General Manager

bee: Chairman (2)
Commissioner Ramey
Commissioner Larson nt of Eneray
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