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Honorabtle J. ' dgar loover, iirector
Jedernl Sureau of Investipgation

Ue B Dopartmsnt of Jusilce
~cehingbon, o O

LCar lXe Hiogrer:

Transaltted herewith nre coplae of aemorsnda by members of
the stomle gergy vomnlssion .sshington staflf conecerning
tlephone calle on ehober 51, 1902 fron Cley #lair, Jr.,
cashlngton correspondent of Life s erzipe, wnd “uno lobblng,
sshigy ton norrecovnient of Uime,

‘L ois osiaccved that che memorsndea b Lhe LobLing call simbes
that iobbin: shoncd about 4:10H v.ii. on Uctober 31 and in the
coursc of the call stated:s ‘.e unuerstend the li-bomb has Just
been s %t 2f0."  The nemorancdum on the tlair call reports that
Jaeirew derdli, , .coerbtmont of wiense .lreetor of yfublic infor= .
apntion, w.uvised au b e, Cdober &1, thet ne had Jjust had

u Dhone conversshlon with ;&rdin;? in cho course of which
:crdina*%uscrtnd thet Life hne sositive knuwledge that the
sbomic aier oy Coumission eaid Lhe Jepertaent of Jefonse hed oxe-
ploded or @ ~wowi in the cecific "dhree nours aro, st 2:10.°7

dor your inlcraeblon, n thermonuclenr device was dotonated at
infwetok at 2:15 sewms, nshinefon bime, cctober 31, 1962,

ihe exasct time of detonation of such test device {that is,
accuracy within one minute) ic secrel informstion affeoting the
national defense. ihw fact that tine debtonetion involved s thermo-
nuclear devige is "restricted data' under the ‘tomic imergy wct,
of & vecrel classificetion, The ; tomlce Ineryy Coanission and
copariaent of efensce releeses Corsarded herewith constitute the

¥ SVl ooRae - ShwedO I Roaa '
BEST COPY AVAILABLE

! - - — -~
G320} ilet =5



J« EBdgar Hoover

sole information on the current teats which presently is authorited

for public dissemination. -

It is requested that the Federal Bursau of Investigation Institute

investigation for the purpose of determining the source of the
Time - Life information end ascertaining whether a violation of
the stomie ‘neryy 4ct or lederel statutes is involved.

for your mssistance in inquiring iato this matber, end possible
Loaring on %he cese, you nre sdvised thst a report has been re-

ceived to the effect thet, apparently through adaoinistrative error

on the part of eloments of JTF 132, » rodio swesage reflecting
the time of the detomnation (but not disclosing its thermonuoclear
charachor) wes transmitted as unclassificd (in the clear) from
Uas Shank ob the iniwetok test site Lo (IRCPAC, Honolulu, and
other bepartasent of usfonse instelletions, for the purpose of
wlertiu; certeln sir Forces components performing functions of
interost to the lou, range detection program. This mossess wes
reportodly sent by the USL Shank et 2:20 n.w. Yashington time,
Oetober 1, zad was thereafter radio-relayed by CIKCPAG ot H:22
nenie o0ghinston time, Cotober 31, ns unclessifiod (in the clear)
to other lepartment ol velense instellstions. For yowr assigt-
nnce, 1t iz clso noted that within the last few months, comments
have epoeared in Lhe Alsops' coluwms jwhleh s you know are now
under investiizatlon by your qg%ucw\ Lo the of'fect that a Lherno-
nuclear device was to be debonsated In the current "niwetok tests.

Sincerely yours.
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