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(mame of donor}

 

1. on September 13, 1994 , I Dr. Henry I. Kohn

(date} (full name)

met with Anna Berse o¢ LBL/ARO for the sole purpose
 

(name of interviewers}

of creating an item of personal property known as an oral

history interview. My sole intention in creating the oral

history interview was to donate it to the United States of

America for eventual deposit in the collections of the

National Archives and Records Administration, Therefore, in

accordance with 5 U.S.C. § 301; authority incorporated by

reference in Title III of the Department of Energy

Organization Act at 42 U.S.C. § 7151; including 42 U.S.C. §

2201(c) and 42 U.S.C. $§ 5813 and 5817, I
{Name of Donor}

do hereby give, donate, and convey to the

United States of America for eventual deposit in the

collections of the National Archives and Records

Administration, all rights and title I havein the tapes,

transcripts, and information of this oral history interview

subject to the following terms and conditions:

A. The tapes, transcripts, and all other materials

resulting from the interview are to be deposited with

Lawrénce Berkeley Laboratory Archives and Records Office.

When active agency use ceases, they are

to be offered to the National Archives and Records

Administration, to be administered in accordance with

Title 44 U.S.C., §§ 2111 and 2114, Public Law 98-497.



B. The transcript will be available for use by researchers

as soon as it°“has been deposited with the

Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory Archives and Records Office.

C. The tape recording will be available to researchers

after the tape, transcript and any other pertinent oral

history materials have been transferred to the custody

of the Archivist of the United States.

D. I hereby dedicate to the public all intellectual

property rights I have in the interview transcript and

 

 

 

tapes.

I, 4 Gary L. Novak of LBL/ARO )

XOGRICHEK
accept, subject to the above conditions, custody of the

tape and transcript of pr. Henry I. Kohn "s oral
(Name of Donor) .

history interview conducted on September 13, 1994 at
(date)

Berkeley, California for deposit in records
 

{location of interview)

collections of Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory Archives and Records

Office and for eventual transfer to the collections of the National Archives

and Records Administration once its current value to my agency's historical

program has elapsed.
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AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF INFORMATION TO THE PUBLIC

],___ Dr. Henry I. Kohn _ authorize the Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory

(name)

to release to the public any andall information, including transcripts and audio copies of, myoral

history, taken _at  Rerkeley, California by Anna Berge of LBL/ARO and
(Locafion) (Interviewer)

on September 13, 1994
  

  

 

(Interviewer) (Date)

Ware T. Leb SHB= Of
Signed (Date)

eveT Kon wW
Name(printed)

1203 Shattuck Avenue 

Street Address

Berkeley,California 94701

City/State/Zip

(510 , 926WY
 

Area Code/Telephone Number



U.S. Department of Energy OHRE
Oral History Interview Process and Database

Interviewee's Name Kohn, Henry
 

Interviewer's Name Anna Berge
 

Date of Interview 09/13/04
 

No. of Hours of Tape 1 hour 45 minutes
 

No. of Tapes 2
 

Date Sent to Transcriber 10/26/94
 

Date Received from Transcriber 1/24/95
 

Processing Priority Medium

Date Audit Check Completed 03/20/05

Person Completing Audit Check G. Novak

Date Audit Check Corrections Made to Transcript 03/20/95

Date Revised Transcript and Tape Sent to DOE-OHRE
 

Date Transcript Sent to Interviewee 03/20/95

Date Transcript Return from Interviewee
 

Reminder 1
 

Reminder 2
 

Reminder 3
 

Comments Dr. Kohn discusses his career in radiology. His work at Oak Ridge, UCSF under Dr. Stone,
and at Harvard.
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ORAL HISTORY OF DR. HENRY I. KOHN

On September 13, 1994, Ms. Anna Berge of the Lawrence
Berkeley Laboratory Archives and Records Office interviewed
Dr. Kohn at his residence in Berkeley, California.

Dr. Henry I. Kohn was selected for the oral history project
because of the positions he held at Oak Ridge National
Laboratory, University of California, San Francisco (UCSF), and
Harvard Medical School. This oral interview covers Dr. Kohn’s
career as a radiologist; he also offers his perspective on the
people he worked with and the era he worked tn.

Short Biography:

Henry Irving Kohn was born in New York City on
. He was married in 1961; they have two children. He

received his A.B. from Dartmouth in 1930 and his Ph.D. in
physiology from Harvard in 1935. From 1935 to 1937, Dr. Kohn
was a Traveling Fellow, General Education Board in both
Stockholm, Sweden and Cambridge, England. From 1937 to
1943, he was an instructor-assistant professor of physiology and
pharmacology at Duke University in North Carolina. In 1943, he
entered Harvard Medical School and received his M.D. in 1946.
He served as a commissioned officer in United States Public
Health Service (USPHS); from 1947 to 1953, he was stationed at
Baltimore, Maryland, Oak Ridge National Laboratory in
Tennessee, and UCSF. He remained at UCSF for ten years and
joined the Research Laboratory as a clinical professor of
experimental radiology and research radiologist. He left UCSF in
1963 to take the position of Fuller-American Professor of
Radiology at Harvard Medical School, and from 1968 to 1976, he
was the Gaiser Professor of Radiation Biology. Since 1976, he has
been a professor emeritus. During his career, Dr. Kohn has held
the following positions:
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* From 1957 to 1960: Scientific Secretary, Advisory
Committee on Biology and Medicine for the Atomic Energy
Commission.

* From 1964 to 1979: Director of the Shields Warren
Radiation Laboratory at New England Deaconess Hospital.  * From 1965 to 1969: Memberof a radiation study section for.
the National Institutes of Health. |
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* From 1971 to 1976: Director of the Center for Human

Genetics at Harvard Medical School.

* From 1975 to 1979: National Academy of Science
Committee on Nuclear and Alternative Energy Systems.

* From 1982 to 1988: Chairman of the Bikini Atoll

Rehabilitation. Committee.

* From 1987 to 1990: Referee for the Rongelap Reassessment
Project for the Republic of the Marshall Islands.

Dr. Kohn has published more than 150 scientific papers. A few
of the topics he has written on are: the biological effectiveness of
high energy photons and electrons, the effects of x-ray therapy,
nuclear and alternative energy, and the Bikini Atoll
rehabilitation.



INTERVIEW WITH HENRYI. KOHN BY MS. BERGE

1. OAK RIDE P.1

2. SAN FRANCISCO P. 2

3. BOSTON P. 14

4. BIOLOGY & PHYSICS P. 16

5. RADIATION THERAPY P. 22

6. SHIELDS WARREN P. 24

7. BLOOD COUNTS P. 27

8. USPHS P. 29

9. THE MARSHALL P. 31

APPENDEX: BRIEF CURRICULUM VITAE



PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED

BERGE: This is an interview with Dr. Henry Kohn by Anna Berge.

KOHN: Pronounced like ice cream cone.

BERGE: With Dr. Henry Kohn by Anna Berge of the Lawrence Berkeley

Laboratory Archives and Records Office on the 13th of September, 1994 at his

residence in Berkeley. Okay, Dr. Kohn I was wondering if we could start with

a little bit on your background, where you were born where, you lived, where

you got your education.

KOHN: Instead of going through all that why don't I just hand you this

brief curriculum vitae. (a copy of this is inserted at the end of the interview.)

BERGE: Okay.

KOHN: I was born in NewYork City in . Went to public schools

there; then to Dartmouth College. And the rest of my career is stated in its

essentials in this curriculum vitae which I havejust given you.

[1. Oak Ridge]

BERGE: Okay. Can you tell me a little about what interested you in your

particular field to begin with. How yougotinterested in it?

KOHN: WhenI took my Ph.D. there was a fellow student by the name of

William Arnold. During the war, Arnold worked at Oak Ridge. At the end

of the war, Oak Ridge reorganized the biology division and Arnold became

the Associate Director. They wanted somebodyin the biology laboratory with

a medical background to do work related to medical subjects; Arnold knew .
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