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Vias Military Liaisen Committee

Subjects Seientifie Resurvey of Bikini

i. By a mencrantum to the Seeretary of the Havy
dated 16 May 1947 the Joint Chiefs ef Staff rejuested that
a selentific resurvey of Bikini Atoll be undertaken by the
Navy Depertaent during the sumer of 1947 in order to oom-
plete studies and projects begun in 1946 in connection sith
Gperation Crossracds. In a separate memorandum to the Seo-.
retary of Bar, the Bar Departaent was requested te cooper
ate in this resurvey end te furnish such facilities and |
personnel es might be needed and could be made available. | os
Technical supervision of the project was assigned to the :
Joint Crosasroeds Committee and its successor orgenizstion.

Ze Ins acoordance with this request ef the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, the Chief of Naval Operations on 2 June
1947 directed the various bureaus and offices ef the Navy
Departaent to make arrangements for the resurvey end assigned
operational eontrel to the mander-in-Chief, Pacific Flest.
Three vessels have been sade available for the expedition;
a large Attack Transport (058 CHILTON APA-38), a Submarine
Rescue Vessel eapebdle of deep diving operations (USS COUCAL -
ASB-8), and a Landing Graft, Infantry (LCIL-615). A target
date of 15 duly 1947 for commencing operations at Bikini
Atoll is proposed. It is contemplated that the work at Bik-
ini will occupy « period of six weeks. —

- 3. Xt ds contemplated that the scientific work
of the expedition will include: —

Be Determinations of the amount and nature of
the radioactivity remaining in the water, the lagoon floor,
and the reef and land structures of the atoll, wherever such
radioactivity exceeds the normal level ef natural radicsct- |
ivity and cosnic rays. Perticuler attention will be paid
te that portion of the reef betveen Amen sad Bikini Islands,
which was covered after test Baker by highly radioactive
rain felling from the "Base Surge" cloud, andto the bottes
sediments of the tarcet|area. | — -

 

 

 

famenermd BE TMENT OFEe:RGYDECLASSIPIBATION REVIEW
MELE ayeesLy yfOETIAsMATION WRIA. E MUMMERS},“14 4 G i), +. CASSICATIONNS TAINEDDEPARTMENT OF ENERGY DECLASSIFICATION REVIEW REVIESER ° CLAS SFICATION WMANGED TO:

: . 75 DETERMINATION [CIRCLE NUMBER(S)] i NiAINS NO DUA GASSED fed1ST REVIEW-DATE: T.CLASSIFICATION RETAINED . RAME Hswe, +E wr? pee
AUTHOR}, OGChoe 2 CLASSIFICATION CHANGER TE: Date: 5.CLASSIRCATION aio 2
NAME: 3, CONTAINS NO DOG CLASSIFIED NTO” tun aon RF6- a ee
2ND REVIEW-DATE:
AUTHORITY: ADD

nel

    

  

  OQORDINATE WITH:
-LASSIFICATION CANCETLED ’

2C   LASSIFIED INTO B ACK eB

7. OTHERoe

 

 

NAME:

  

 

TPSGe
2 Re RT

 



fer tor on penal
w0/18l JOINT CROSSROADS COMMITTER
Filet Ail Bashington 25, B. ©.
Seriealt 097 . -& Smme 1947

Sabject: Sclentific Resurvey ef Bikini

be Deterninstions of the concentration and kind
ef radioactive anterinis in the animals and plants of the
atoll and the effects of this radioactivity on the orgas-
isaa, 7

Ce Physiclogiesl, geological and oceanographic
studies of orgenisms and reef building processes in order
to gain basie information for better understanding of the
possible biological effects of Operction Crossroads.

a. Detailed observations of eertain sunken ahipe
including the. Saretoga, Nagate, Pilotfish and Apogon, which
could not be adejuctely examined during August 1946 because
of difficult diving eonditions resulting from high levels
of radioactivity in the bottom muds and from other causes.
Attempta will dso be aade to retrieve three pressure neas-
uring instruments and one time recording ionisation chamber
from the Nagate. Detailed analysis has shoen that records |
from these instruments are highly lapertant to an adejuate
unaerstanding of shock pressure jhenonema and radicactivity
concentrations resuiting from test Baker.

in connection vith the work outlined under sub-
above, the U. &. Geolegical Survey, the Fish and Wild Life
Service of the Departaent of the Interisr, the Snithsonian
Institution of Oceanography, have all indicated
informally a desire to take part in the expedition.

he The cooperation of the Atomic Energy Conmizs-
ion is rejuested im planning and conducting this resurvey.
In partiouler it is considered essential that Dr. L. B
Donaldson end his associates of the University of Vashing-—
ton, who are carrying out radioblologicsl stadiea of fiah
and other organiszs for the Commission, shovld participate
in the expedition. These scientists took part in the wark
at Bikini during the sumer of 1946; preliminary discussions
with Dr. Donaldson indicate that they desire to underteke
additions! observations this summer in order to study pas-
sible long term offecta of the radioactive materials re-
leased in the underwater burst on the organisaus of the atoll.

5. In order to determine the distribution of dif-
ferent fission products and other redicactive materials end —
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the processes involved in accumulation end transfer of these
materials by organisms it will be essential te have the ser
wioes of seversl competent radie chemists on the expedition.
The radiochemical investigations should be undertaken under
the leadership of scientists competent to deal both sith the

chemistry of radioactive fiesion products and with prohless
ef plant nutrition and soil chemistry. Discussions with
leaders in these various ficlds hive shom that such s cum-
bination of scientifie abilities is very rare. From these
Giscussions it is evident thet the outstanding specialists
in problems of this type are irs. k. L. Overstreet and Louis
Jacobson of the College of Agriculture of the University of
California. Dr. Overstreet participated in last sumier's
tests at Bikini «and contributed results of major isportance.
Acoordingtly, the Secretary of the Navy has re,nested Presi-
dent Sproul of the University of California to authorise
Drs. Overstreet and Jacobson to take part in the expedition.
I% vould be very helpful if the chairman of the Atonie
Energy Comnission would endorse this re.uest from the Seo-
retary of the Navy; a proposed draft of a letter for Mr.
Lilionthal's signature is enclosed.

6. Ifdrs. Overstrest and Jacobson can be made
aveilable hy the University of California it ie believed
that financial arrangenents for their services and procure-
ment of necessary ¢juipsent could be adst expeditiously
hendied thru the Atouic Energy Comaiscion contract sith the
Radiation Laboratory of the University af California.

Te Estiaztes of ths magnitude of the probless
involved indicate thet approximately four radio ehenists
in addition to Professors Overstreet and Jacobeon will be
re.uired at Bikini. The cooperation of the Commission is
Fejuested in procuring the services of these scientists -
and eiuipaent fer their use from laboratories under its
Gognizance. If this rejuest is agreeable to the Comission
4t is proposed that detailed arrangements be made directly
between representatives of the Commission cnd the Joint
Crossroacs Committee Project Officer, Captein GC. L. Engleman,
UEN, or his representatives. Captain Fuglemen’s office is
in Koom T3-<038 of the Navy Departuent; his telephones extension
is 3597.
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OpenNet Requirements

All documents declassified and publicly releasable on or after
October 1, 1994, must have bibliographic information made available to be
entered into the Department of Energy (DOE) OpenNet database. The minimum
requirements are as follows:

1) Accession number to uniquely identify the document
2) Title of the document
3) Location of the document (where the public can obtain a copy)
4) Originating organization
5) Document type (memo, letter, report, etc...)
6) Declassification status (declassified, sanitized, never classified,

etc...)

Software that is compatible with the OpenNet is available from Office of
Scientific and Technical Information and may be obtained by calling
Mr. Axel Ringe at (615) 576-2616.

If you are currently maintaining an electronic card file, please contact
Mr. Ringe at (615) 576-2616 to arrange downloading of the data into the proper
format for OpenNet.

A copy of each declassified document as well as a floppy disk containing the
required bibliographic information must be sent to the DOE public reading
room.

Additional information regarding OpenNet may be obtained from
Mr. Fletcher Whitworth at (301) 903-4864.


