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There have been recent newspaper sgtories concerning a
seticion te the United Nations Trusteeship Council from
& Peoace Corps worker urging prompt return to Bikini of
the Islanders who were moved in the 1940s. We have had
several inquiries from news media, including one from
.icuroveek magazine, on the status of the Bikinl islanders.

o

After checking with the Division of Bioclogy and Medicine,
the .Zflce of Territories of the Interior Department and
the State Department, we developed the attached general
resprnse to those inguivies. We have confined our
resuonse to the status of the radiation survey which was
conducted last year, and are referring all other ques-
cions to the Department o0f the Interior.
Also attached is a copy of a letter from the Assistant
cc: AGM Secretary of the "nterior to Senatocr Burdick which gives
AGCMRD cornsiderable detail om the present situation. The Divi-
Do sion of Diologzy and Medicine informs us that it 1s
SEC srenaring a raport to the Commilission on the status of
OCRI*K\iif(analysis of Bikini data.
) (signcd) Joun A. Ilarris
' ’ L
John A. Harris, Director A\
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RESPONSE TO INQUIRY ON BIKINI ISLANDERS

Can the natives be returned to Bikini now?

No decision on that question has been made yet.
An interagency team of scientists visited the
atoll last year and collected considerable raw
data on the current conditions there. That
material is being analyzed now. The ultimate
decision is not AEC's alone, however. The
Department of the Interior's Territories Office,
the State Department and the Defense Department
are also involved. There is, however, sympathetic
interest within the government with the natives'

desire to return.
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UNITED STATEIS
SEPARTMEINT OF THZ INTERIOR -

Chanit you vareh 1 cclling to cur avientlon corres
! . spondonce has nod with Mr. and Mro. Todd E.
Joaking, 5 on Xiil In the Marchall Islands.
. mmed with the situavion of the Torzer
Sikind 211 and desire to effect their
Zumediae avoll. Ac you are no doubt aware,
M. u o it United Haticns asking for an in-
: , Vast by the Trusteechin Council of the possible return of the
lclar Sikinl., A news redort of ithis acticn appeared in the
ey o5o of Thursday, March 7.
Ineciuded in the corresvondence vhich Scnator Case provided you is a
comy oF a letter from this Deportment's Office of Territories dated
Decemzer 15, 16597. There g Little which I cen add at this time to
thev letter, which was intended to indicaue the extreme concern
walch the High Commissioner and we have for the Bikini people, as
well zs ©o sunmarize briefly theilr history to the present time. Ve
also wished to indicate thet the Zigh Cormissiozer and we are seexk=
ing an orderly solution to the prodlenm.
N Lot me expand somewiaat on the latier point., Recormizing the desir
T whe Tormer Bilkind peopnle o return to their home atoll, we have
Deen os 27 SO proceed on a sicp-by-step basis. First, it is
cleari ary To determine vhetiacr or not it is now sare, Ifrom
a heoll po'nt, for <he pcon~e to roturn to Bilkini, As noted
i a year ogo this Deporunent asked the Ateonic
t analyze the levels radiztion in the islands
otoll To detormine whether e pecople who have been
ed <o locctivity moy now live a normal and use=

URis study was conducted by the
the months since then have

wissicn iast A an
. careful and painstakings znalysis of the data
& Ziga Cemissicner orwocd's recent visit to
represc:taclves of tac 0f£fice of Territories mes
e th the Atcnmic Enerzy Corxmission for a status
7 a lyses are not yeu coxpievad and it is, therefore,
. nremacare Jor us To cay whetaer or nov, from the heal*n stendpoist,
It is now sife for these noovle to roturn To Bikini., Ve have not yet
Teen chle to clarify the Septesber 1856 siaitcment aiiridbuted to
. Vormrcod by Mr. Jexkins To the effcet that Bikini couwld be re-
cetiled in 1053, but, if Mr, Forwood made such a statement, ke based
iv on informaticn which has sihce been proven to be unreliable.
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e noolithi question I

waceher or not there is a con=-

e oooil wiich would preclude

i2 vae Lslznd is unsafe

d c ouwrceclves to th -
i

T cholt if the island
b cvely anproach the
aonEeT t to thic sccond question.
Toe Dopartnent of viils guestion may ve .
railsed, and thav receld promptly.
As o Thizd ciop, agoin ascwndng thice the island isc sale from the
nealth ctandpoint and thot the bodence roguircments are such that
Tae moople can return, 1T will be neccicary to mount a mascive
lancdelearing program, village recoasvruacvion Drogram, and crop-
eplanting prosram.  In addition, the Hiph Comaissicner and we would
certainly intend to do sl nossitle vo nrovide econcaic opportunities
Tor tihe returaned peonle whien would 1ift then beyond the mere sub=
sistence ceonomy whica tmey had prior to thelr removal from the
islancs in the 194%0's

r islonds of the Bikini Atoll are very hc“v1ly overgrown
n an almost Impenetradle growith of vesctation which has little

oneric value. This growth must be removed vefore any bub
zer subsisience would se possible on the island. It
gta“d_n~ that there romain very Jew coconut trees,

salcn 1ife on o coral avoll is virtually imnossible. There
are Jew if any ovaer Dlants growing on the island which would ’
sustein life for the returned pecple. Accordingly, once the none-
econcmile overgrowen nas been rexoved a major replanting program will

red. Waile scme crops in the Pacific mature rapidly, it

yea ra n;wmy-n_@‘—ed cceonutl tree to bear fruilt.
Covicusly, the solut on “o the n“oolem of the people of 3ikini is
not onc "n*ch can ve effecved immediavely, even if we assume that
alfirmative answers to our first two qu esvions were available today.

}-"

Z nope the forepoinn Informatiion will be of help to you and to K
Zcenator Case. We in the Devartment of the Interior regret most
serioucly that Mr. Jenkins has chiosen to try to lwelp the pcople of
Xili throurh oan apneal to the Trusteeshin Council and thereby to the
patetal Unfortunately, the solution to the problem requires
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ific answers to sclentific cuestions, plus & major effort in

£ providing massive cleariag, reconsiruction, and replanting.
latter can oanly be acc MpllSueQ, we believg, with the cooperation

ol the scveral involved exccutive agencics ofthe Uaived Sh&teo, the

i
(%]
(&}

(SR
A

+l ot 03
[¢]
[ )
[o)
(8]
ct

Congress, and the people of the territery. At best, despite the
scnse of urgency which the High Conm; sioner and we have, it cannot
oe accomr l‘saed forthwith.



{o regret that Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins have apparently encouraged and
vromoted hopes in the Bikini people that may be impossible to
realize or that, at best, will take some months to achieve. For
our part, we shall continue to press for an orderly solution at
the earliest possible date.

- Sincerely yours,

(Sgd.) HARRY R. ANDERSON
Agsistant Secretary of the Interior
Hon. Quentin N. Burdick

United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510



