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RESPONSE TO INQUIRY ON BIKINI ISLANDERS

Can the natives be returned to Bikini now?

No decision on that question has been made yet.

An interagency team of scientists visited the

atoll last year and collected considerable raw

data on the current conditions there. That

material is being analyzed now. The ultimate

decision is not AEC's alone, however. The

Department of the Interior's Territories Office,

the State Department and the Defense Department

are also involved. There is, however, sympathetic

interest within the government with the natives'

desire to return.
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a Nations asking for an in-
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avbrorriace Dofensc officials w % vo this second question.
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raised, and thay it will need to nowered promptly.

As 2 cnivd stop, again ascuning that tae island is safe from the

health stancpoine anc thay the Dalense rcquircments are such that
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Tae major islands of the Bikini Atoll are very heavily overgrow

With an. alnoct impenetrable growth of vesctation which has little
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sustain lize Por the returned pecple. Accordingly, once the non-

economic overgrowth has beon removed a& major replanting program will

red. Waile :some crops in the Pacific mature rapidly, it

yea ra newly~plonsed ecconut tree to bear fruit.

Cavicusiy, the solut ton %o the sroolem of the people of Bikini is

not one“yeh can be effected immediately, even if we assume that
alfimmasvive answers to our first iquestions were availaole today.
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goense of wecency which the High CommisSioner and we have, 1% cannot
be acconr Lisned forthwith.



ta regret that Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins have apparently encouraged and
promoted hopes in the Bikini people that may be impossible to
realize or that, at best, will take some months to achieve. For
our part, we shall continue to press for an orderly solution at
the earliest possible date.

- Sincerely yours,

(Sgd.) HARRY R. ANDERSON

Assistant Secretary of the Interior

Hon. Quentin N. Burdick

United States Senate

Washington, D. C. 20510


