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In responss to inquirien, the U.5. itende Inerpy Cemxdsplicn todsy
issusd the following stetements X6 723208

The monitoring xyetes pohscred Ly the U8, Fohlic Bealth Service
wndar oantrect with the U.S. Atonde Eneryy Comdssion wes an sxxilisry system
estnhitshed ts provide rexdily zweilshle information tc ths pullic o ievels
of:a:!iﬂaw&g ix the United Stetes from ihe Spring, 1956 G.5. weapons
tests. The Commimsicn®s principal memitering network, whish prevides the
bmie&ﬂmlﬂofm&mﬁﬁﬁr@t&ag&mmm is s
separzia systam widch operates oontirmously snéd erewms the clock,

The Fudlic fiealih Servies monditoring sywiem wus o operste approxinelely

six months with Aprid 15, 1956, anéd October 16, 1956 as the outside dates
for 1ic operatian.

In duly, 1956, ufter the U.5. veapmz tosis had endod, the two zgencles
agreed that the monitoring systes would be taminated doping ths laat waeek
of Septenher. 7Tha systez was dlscontimmed sn Septesder 7, in socordence
with the sgreenent resvhed in July,

mmmsmlmm.swmmmoam
extremely low levels by Septeibers Lovels sbove the natwral beckzround
Doted furing the menth were ¢ne slmost entirdly to tests condusted by e
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T.5.5.R, Dats om vedicsetivity fram all tasta, of ovnve, ave cllected
Ty the Commtenlen’s coiinaing werld-dde souitertng network, with
26 U5, statiens i 62 in other coumtriea,

mmmmwmmmamum.
Y., nads Colgar somtsr nemtoreunts of exisroml i poms radiatism 4w
alse zwesared beta sctiviyy in the siy Yy &wming sdr Uk a flter peper.
s 11.7 sieraxdcroouriss {oms milltonth of one =illtonth of 3 curde)
per cuic meter of eir an September 22, shout 15 tines the mermel tmckgrowmnd.
The reafing &roppet 16 9.1 en Soptesber 23, and to 3.26 en Septesber 2.
in Ser York Oify mié-Septenber to mld-October reaged from lens thex 1 to
3.6 dlevouicrocuriss par cobic mater of gir, Tee-Sorpaiiwmeel,

7t TaBa mwﬁmvmmmiamunmdwwm

sthar suitoring staticns ~ are well delow thobe which seotid be
hezardons to henlth,
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Statement from Public Health Service
Was Dictated Nov, 1, 1956 (1130 p.m.)

Inmsponﬁtoinquirhathe?ublicﬂoalthsarviootodvilmdthefouomr

statements

Barly in April the Public Health Service contracted with the
Atonic Energy Commission to establish a network of radiation monitoring
stations, in cooperation with State Health Departments. The network was to
operate in conjunction with the 1956 series of AEC tests in the Pacific,

The primary purpose of the metwork was to give State end Local
health departmente more experience in studying radiation, and to obtain
daily records of radioactivity. The network was to operate approxi-
mately six months, at the outside range between April 15 and October 16.
All stations of the network were notifisd in April of these dates,

Shortly after the end of the tests, late in July, the (Public
Health) Service and the AEC agreed that the last week in September
would be a reasonable date to terminate the monitoring project. It
was expected that any fallout atiributable to the Pacific Tests would
have occwrred by that date. The network stations, including the one in
Albany, New York, were advised during July and August for purposes of
operational planning that they oould expect the nmetwork to terminate
at that time,

Although radioactivity levels in the air in some areas were some=-
what higher during the latter part of September, they were still well
below levels considered hazardous.

Certainly there was no hazard which required an unscheduled ex-
tension of the monitoring network. The project, including the termina-
tior, vas carried out according to scientific plans developed prior to
last April.
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The current comtroversy over radiastion levels had no bearing
whatsoever on termination of the monitoring operation., Radiation
data is still being collscted by other agencies on a widespread basis.
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