S— , Jee M/M Jr/-' 7

o JAK § qasp
Mr, Cerard C, Saith o
Special Assistant to the Sacretary
Pepartmant of Siate
y“mm’ Do gt

Tear ¥r, Smithy

Ag you know, the Atomic Ecargy Coamission accepted the responsi-
bility for periodic surveys of the Marshall Islands in connection
witk long term studies of the effects of the March 1 detonation
of the tests bmld in the Pacific in the Spring, 19%k.

The first of these surveys was conducted in Jermary, 1955 under
the joint sporgorahip of the Department of the Eavy, Buresn of
thing and the Atemic Lnergy Commission and was made by personnsl
of the United States Raval Radioclogiesl Defenise Laborastory.

Tou ware epprised of plans for that survey by letter of
December 22, 195h.

Avvangements have besn completed with the Department of Yavy,
Turese of Ships, for the oconduet of the sacond survey during the
month of February, 1956, This survey will be made by personnel
ezmmmihwﬁﬁﬂm?.n.%ﬁm'gnrﬂua.s.
Geologieal Survey. In sddition to the collection of blological
specinens and s0il samples, it is deemsd dosirable e obiain
uring specimens from the pespls en the island Utirik in order %o
dateynine 1f lmuap habltation in an snviromment of lov level
contamination oan resudt in detectabls guantities of radicactive
sabstances in urine,

thare i attached for your information & list of atolls to be
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Alinginae §ifo 1
Kabelle 1/2
e /2
Rongerik ok X
Uterik Uterik 2 (remain overnight)
Liklep Likiq) .

"he survey tesm will leave the United States about mideJanuasry, 1956.
February 1, 1956 has been set ae & tentative starting date but, of
course, logistic problems and weather conditions may result in minor

dalays.
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