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C. L. Dunhem, M.D., Di , Plv
Biology and Medicine y %

SEVENTH MEDICAL SURVEY OF THE MARSEALL

R24: HDB

The attached‘is Dr. Coperd's sumnary of the latgét survey of the
health status of the Marshall Islanders carried out in M=rch 1960
by Dr. FRobert A. Conard, Brookhaven Ilational Lsboratory.

It 1s & pleasure to note that no evidence of biomedical radistion
effects sre reported.

Dr. Conaerd seems to have solved very effectively the probleas
creeted by the former annual invasion of the Islands by a too=-
large survey party, The cooperation of the local medicsl con-
tinzent was effective end generelly satisfactory.

Attee

L o

- .
we

[ ~
ot tasin}-N

w8

DOE ARCHIVES

30



IASSI¥IED

BROOKHAVEN HATIONAL LABORATORY
Associsted Universities, Inc.

Upton, L.I., N.Y. .

Dr. Charles L. Duphem, Director
Division of Biology and ledicine
Attomic Energy Cormission :

Vashington 25, D. C.

Dear Chuck: ) N

I would like to briefly suzmarize for you some of the higblights of the
recent survey. Everything really went very smoothly and I wvas guite pleas 13
et the fine spirit of cooperation shovn by the Trust Territory officiels.

Bill Scott {medical technician from Brookhaven) and I arrived at Kwajelein
Harch Gth. Dr. Ezra Riklom, the practitioner at Edeye, had rounded up
sbout ten Fongelep people now residing there for exemination. Drs. Feonel
end Shippey, in charge of the Kwajalein Hospitel, were most coopzrative
and ellowed us to use theilr facilities for the exeminations. They were als
kind enough to loan us several items which we needed for use at Fongelsp.
¥r. willism Wkite, at present the DISTAD assistant &t Kwajalein, wkcm you
probably recember well, was elso very helpful., He had our three medical

bcxes which had been shipped in custody.

The Liavy flev uf to Msjuro op the 12th. Dr. John Iemen, the medical
practitioner who has teken Dr. Hicking's place at Msjuro, hed rounded up
several Fongelap people to be exemined es well es a few children for height
end weight measurements as part of the growth end develomment comirol groug
These exeripetions were co:np.leted the following day. DOE ARCHIVES

Mr. Maynard Feas, Dr. B. B. Macdonsld and I carried out final arrangemerts
for the survey at FRongelmsp. The survey team consisted of the following
reople in eaddition to Dr. Macdonzld, Bill Scott end myself: Dr. Ezra
Riklon, Dr. Issac Lanwl and two technicians, Kiosen and Sabio, and in
eddition, Dr. Jaffe and one of his dental techniciens weat along to carxy
out dental exeminetions. .Mr. Nees also accompsnied the group. BHe went
along spperently to look into the sgricultural situation on Pongelap., Ve
sailed on the Rogue, the Trust Territory cargo ship, on Wednesday morr’ng
the 16th, arTiving at Kwajelein one day later where we picked up Dr. f:ura
and our three medical boxes which contained mainly the electronic Coulier
counter end lsboretory eguipment. Ve did not sail for Rongelap until ithe
afternoon of the 18th since, in view of Captain Robert's unfemilierity with
Pongelep lagoon, he wished to arrive at a tixme when the sun would be to bis
tack es k2 entered the legoon i{n order to steer through the coral teads.
Yaen ve dropped anchqr in the lagoon off Rongelap villesge on Saturday efterw
noon, Kr. Leil Morris, the egriculturalist who had been living on the islamd
for tbe pest year, and the nev pmegistrate (Epos) came sbosrd. Emos indicated
thet the Fongelap people wvould like to have a meeting and ask us certain
questions be.‘ore w_aencing with the axen{mtions.
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Therefore, Mr. Nees, Dr. Macdoneld end I met with the people for en hour or
50 that efternoon., Meny of th? seme types of questions ceme up that have
come up in the past regarding their present health status, ete. They vere
perticularly curious as to why the AEC medical team had joined forces with
the Trust Territory medicel group and wented to know 1if this was en indica-"
tlon that they were well and required no further study. It was explaiped
to them that since the Trust Territory doctors were their usual doctors, 1t
was thought better to combine forces for the anoual examinations and this

d not pean that further examinations were un.necessary The subject of the

conut crabs was reintroduced send I essured them that we were examining
these crabs at intervals and as soon as they were safe for eating, ve vould
let them know. This contipued restriction on the crabs seems to irk them no-
end. There were only ooe or two people, chief of whom was #S the health
aide, who seemed to be against being exemined. (He later agreed to be
exemined. ) .

The rest of that afterroon was spent in setting up the laboratory end
organizing the school building for the physical examinations. Tke pext day
being Sundey, the exeminations were not started until lMonday. Oz !Dnday
morning the people flocked in in greater oumbers than we could Lazdle and
their attitude was entirely friepndly end cooperative. There were only one
or tvo at most who would not cooperate, We carried out the beratological
exexinations which included WBC done on the electronic Coulter counter, eand
spears vere teken and stained for differentisls, besophil counts anl alkaline
phosphatase determinetions. A btrief history was takenm by Dr. ITr: =ni
Drs. Macdonzld, Isasc end myself carried out brief physicel exezirnsiions on
21l the exposed p=ople. A limited nu=ber of urines were collectei for reiio-
chenicel ensYysis. There were no ceses of cencer, leukemia or exy oiker
- significant findings on exemination of the exposed people, nmor were there
any elevated white counts which were significant.- .

+ eppeared to me that the attitude of the people was, if enything, better
this year. There seemed to be some vague knowledge on the part of the
pecple of a possible suit against our government end this was mentioned in
the meeting referred to. However, they did not seem to bhave eny specific
facts in this regard ard indeed appeared to be very 111 informed sbout any

deteils of the suit.
DOE ARCHIVES

Mr. Neas met with the people on severel occesions 2pd inspected their
agricultural progress. He was pleesantly surprised at bhow much hai ecturlly
been acconplished and seemed to feel that the attitude of the pecmle was
nmuch better then he had expected.

Ve seiled for Kwajelein the evening of the 24th, stopping by Lae Atoll en
route apd arriving at Kvajalein on Ssturdey morning the 26th. We caugat
a Ecwalfan Airlipes plane (which has repleced MATS) back to Esweif the
tollowing night. .

In conclusion it appea.red to me that the survey as ca.rrled out with the °
Trust Territory this year was highly successful apd from the point of view
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of everyone concerned, is & happy solution to the problem. We are investigat-
ing the possibility of taking the steel roos elong next year in the cargo hole
of the Rogue. I hope this wi® vork out.

I hope this brief resume will glye you some of the highlights of the survey.
Warnest regards,’ .

Sincerely,

Robert A. Comard, M.D. -
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