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TATEMENT OF CAPTAIN JAIRS S. RUSSELL, USN, TEST DIRECTOR, JOINT
TASK FORCE SEVEN, AT PRESS CONFERENCE, HEADQUARTERS, USARPAC,

" FORT SHAFTER, T. H., MAY 18, 1948,

On behalf of the United States Atomic Tnergy Commlssion,
I wish to acknowledge the outstanding contributlon to progress
in the development of atomlc weapons which General Hull has
made as Commander Jolnt Task Force Sevon.

Jolint Task Force Seven was formed because the
scopc of operatlons at the Commission's Proving Ground at
Eniwetok req ired the assistance and services of all Departments
of the National Military Establishment., Joint Task Force Scven
provided the command structurc, thc militgry and Internal security,
the mecans for an oversecas movcement to a basc 4500 miles from the
mainland, the¢ construction force, and the opcrating forco .for the
Eniwctok Proving Ground. Not only was it a complcfely unificd
operatlon of the Army, Navv, and Alr Porcc lncluding the Armed
Forces Spcclal Wegapons Froject, but 1t was a combincd opcration
of military personncl and clvilian sclentists and tcchnicians of
the Atomilc Ener gy Commission and its contractors.

The support glven to thc AEC Proving Ground Group_Which'
conduotcd the ‘tosts was complotc, and wlithout the assistanco
of military pcrsonncl 1n the technical phascs of the operations,
the test program could not havc becn carricd out.

Tho succcssful complction of thls test program 1s a triumph
for the Los Alamog Sclentific Lahoratory, whcrc wcapon dcvclopmcnt
work for the Commission 1s carried on. It is also a triumph for
Dr. Darol K. Froman and the rcmoriablc scicntific and technlcal
staff which he esscmblcd for these testse dAgaln on bchalf of the
Atomic Encrgy Commlsslion, I wish to congratulate Doctor Froman
and hils staff, ' n

A8 Tcst Diroctor for the Commlesion, I want to pay tribute
to the work of Dr. Alvin C, Graves as Depuby Sclontiflc Dircctor
undcr Doctor Froman and to Colornecl Paul 7, Fcruss, USAF, as ‘
Deputy Tcst Dircctor. ;

Ir ordcr to understand the importance of the opcratiobﬁiof
Joint,K Task Torcc Scvan 1t 1s nccessary only to conslder thc reasons
why thcese tests wore helde uring thﬁ perlod of wartime devolop-
ment of atomlc onergy, thc onc goal relentlcssly pursucd wagethe
crcation of an atomic bomb which would work - - and work in: timc
to be cffective in World War II. It had only to work; itk negacad
not to be tono cfficicnt, and the rclatcd problcms of- cnginucring
and production were dcalt with 1n the urgency of wartime con-
ditlons,

The bomb did worlte It workcd initially at ﬁlamagofdojfﬁgm;,
where the first tecst took placc on July 16, 1945. It workediagaln
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‘at Hiroshima and Wagasaki, thcn the followding ycar at Bikini,
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militar ry apnlicétion of atomic ener y.

In its January Report to Congress, the Atomic ncrgy R
Commisslon sald 1ts Soal in the fleld of wcapon: developmcnt was.’ §§
the sclcntific and cnglncering perfcction of improvcd dcsigns, andve
that thorough testing of wcapons and componcnts is necessary to T
Improved dcsigne. ik

In any program of dcvcloplng and produclng weapons, the nccd_~f
for proof testlng, or for conducting full scale experiments, ia
natural and obvious. ailure to test new deovelopmentsiwould soon
throttle the design of improved wcapons. Armcrica's prccmincncc .

In the filcld of atomlc weapons 1s not a static thing, 1t dopends
upon schlcvement - - day to day, yecar to yecar, and test to tcst
achicvement. -

( Notc to corrrgovondents: If Captaln Russell 1s to bc quotcd,
plcase use remarks as contained in this sLatnment ) -




