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T
FROM s J.A.Tobdn, Commmity Dewlopment Advisor, Marshalls District,TTPI.
(Oon special assignment on Enewetak).

SUBJECT:s Info requested by you in ro specific needs of returning Marshallese,
1o Enewstak Atoll.

It should be understood and emphasiged that the following information is
tentative, It is based on wmy knowladge of the Marshallese in general and

the former inhabitants of Enewatak in particular. It is pot officlal
infornation. Specific answara must bs obtainsd from these people themselves
before spacific plas and commitments are made.

When I retuwrn %o Majwro naxt wosk I will atteupt to gather more data, However,
as 1 told both you and Roger Ray, I feel that the answers must come from the
Enewetak People themsolves and that a moeting on Ujilang betwsen you (AEC) and
othar appropriste representatives and the community is absciutely essential.
Planning must bs mutually understood and the Enowetak People be inwlved
in all aignificant aspects of the planning. This is, of couwrse, the avowed and
oftan stated Trust Territory policy. It will be of mutual benefit, will facilitate
the operation, snd avoid future reparcussions if this policy is adhered to.

1 understand that both you mnd Roger Kay understand this and agree with it.

The tentaiive answars to you questions follow, in the order posed:

1l.) e have not bean told exactly how many peopls will retwrn initially. The
leadsrs have stated that an group wants to come to Jabtan as soon as
possible., I am not sure exactly how many this will be, Although a pumbar has
baen given to TIPI,

Eveniually all, or most of the poople will retum. Evan those few living on
Majuro (2«30 plus or minus) will return if gust to visit. Some of the people
may wish to live on Ujilamg part of the tine and on Enewetak part of ths tima.
Howsver a firm aswer can only come f{rom tha commmitye.

The 1972 govermnmeni cansus, conducted by Marshalless adminisirative personmel
gives a total of 28l on Ujilang. With the 25~30 (estim.) on Majurc and elsawhare
givas a rough population figure of 350 plus or minus. 1 believe ths figure
quoted by the wedia to be 40O, An up-to-date census can bo nade.

The population is about evenly dividod between males and females, It is a young
population with fow vary old people, and many children, (I can oblain a detailed
age-sax breakdown for you I am sure. But it will take time ).

I think we can go on the assuaption that all of those who possaess land rights on
Engwotak Atoll will went to retwrn eventually. All will insist on having housing
provided as well as any other benefits available, (This is the voiced dasire of
the Rikini People),

2,) I assums that they will follow the traditional living pattern and pattern
of exploltation of the natural resources. That is, there may be two main sottle-
ments, ons on Znswet:k Island and ons on Enjebi Island, the respectivae traditional
"headquarters” of the two socio-political groups: the Enjebi People (Dri injebi)
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snd the Enewstak People (Dri Enew:tak). These two traditional groups are,
howsver for all practical purposes one Toup due to inter-nuarrisge. Thoy do
howevar saintain the distinction. :

Chief (iroi3l) Joane] is the head of the Enewstak People and Chisf Lorenjh is
the ol the Enjsbi group. :

Political powar has shifted to the elected magistrate and the council, composed
of family heads. The incumbent asgisirate is Smith Gideon., The chiels are
membars of the comncil and their power is effective, however it has waned
considsrably. The youngesr men, including the sons of the chiefs have a great
deal to say these days.

Decision making is not undlatersl, mor, asparently was it sver. Eonsensus is
obtained in council meetings, attended by almost overyone in the community when
important issues are to be discussed. |

This is8 ths method followsd tihoughout most kicrouesisn communities. For this
reason it is obviously vary important to deal with the council whan possible;

to do 8o whanever planning which will effect the peojle of the communily is

to ba done, :

As a matter of expediency represantatives who may be available at tho timo can
and have been used. However it is obviously desirable to obtain cosmmmunity cone
sensus if possible, '

11 the radjcactivity on Bnjebi should prevent permanent habitation at this time,
and for a significant period of time in the future the duality of settlemant
may not bs possible. The Enjebi People may chooss to liwe together om inewetak
Island or on another island in the northern sector of the atoll, However, it

18 not certain that they wuld vant to have two nain gettlaments, They say
docida to live in ohe seiilement. As a matter of expediency the two groups

live togethar on Ujilang with a "boundary® set ghbough the middle of the island
and the satellite islands dividsd equally. The comsamity buildings: church,school,
dispenssry, warehougsas, sic. &re located in the area on the dividing line,

The point is that they do live together and may wish toc continue this, However,
they may vary well wish to retumn to the pattarn which was posaible on much
larger Bnewatak Atoll.

The traditional }arshallase pattern of habitatien mad exploitation of the
natural resourcos is to live on a main (large) island in the atoll, make
copra, practice a low level (teclmologically) agriculture, and exploit the
marine resources of sea, lagoon and surrounding reefs, The school, dispensary,
church, council hou3ze, warahouse, stores and any other activitiea' buildings
sorving the neods of the community are located on the main island, or islands
in the caso of tlie largser and more populous atolls.

A semi-pigratory form of exploitation of ths natural resources is followed

in that the other smaller islands, satellite islands of thse atoll are visited
from time to time. The holders of land rights on these islands make copra

(ths cash crop), gather breadfruit, pandanus , coconuts, arrowrvot, snd other
vagatable foods in season. They also exploit the marine ressurces, Clewring
of brush and planting is also done abt this tinme.

Houses and waler catchments usually of a fairly sinple natwrs are found on the
nore economically important of thaose emaller islands,
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The vieits vary in duraiion sccording to the amount of work to be accomplisnad
and in soma instances, according to wsather conditions, At times it is not
feasible to return {0 the main settlexenl due to unfavorable weather.

It shiould be axplained that this is a highly meobile population, as are most
Marshallesa. There will be a great deal of traval between all of the islands

of Enewetak Atoll throughout Lhe year, ewary year.

The people are hizhly orianted tpward the sea and lagoon md love to travel.

This orientation and pattarn will undoubtedly continue after return to snowetak.

I yresume that curicusity stimulated hy a more than 25 year abssnce on the part
of the oldar zenaration and of cauplete ignorance of the atoll on the part of
those sither born since the removal in 1947 or who were small c .ildren at the
timae, will stizulates & graat asal of travel in $oe initial period of resstileua:t.

Again I stromgly advise that no firm decision ve made in regard to construction
of facilities and future settlament pattern (village sitss, eic.) without first
obtaining t.e wisles, aivice, and consent of the Enewolak reopls.

3.) I assuxe that tne paoplse will want all of the islands to bs planted wherever
possible, This m:ans that all debris wil. Eave to »e ramoved, and all brusa
cleared {excopt for the im ortant shaltar balt and otier protective cover as
doemed necessary by TT agricultural experts,

The people will of course want the surfece, ths terrain in its original condition
whare possibls. This means of course that the gullies and large holes must be
filled as waa done on Bikini in 1969.

The quustion of future use of the airstrip and othar facilities on Enewetak
Island 18 of course a highly important one. 1 assume tnat the people will want
the strip to bs saved for coimercial and amergency usse. The .pen aress will

bs neaded for coconut groves and su.sisience crops. 1 assume that the people will
vant the buildings which ar: in good condition to remain in situ. iers azain,
the decision must come from the Enewetak People. 1 kmow that thsy will want all
useful materials and buildings for their future usse, ey have statad this.

It ashould be worne in mind that the people have rizhts in more than one piecs
of land and on differmtitislands throughoui the atoll,

Land rights are ouned held by kién groups, Tue land parcels are worked by
the members of the lineags which holds tnase rignts which are normsall; chiefly
inherited at birth, The tedtlitional pattern of habitation is for households
(family groups) to livs on their land, not in a village cl.ster., That 18, in a
scattered paltern. "he comaunity buildings are, howsver, noraally chatralized on

the main island as discussed previously. Vis: A :
T — <> Lagoon -»-\___,————"——",‘_“‘\_’___.’T:—:/‘Am“ '

<. Ocesan —
‘his 18 the pattern followed on Ujilan; and will probably be perpetuated on
Enewetak. tare a:zain the Inevetak community will voice their dasires in this ualter,
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ke) The people practice a rather non-intensive type of agriculture but
utilize the enviromment to the maximum, using the plants that can survive and
produce in this atoll enviromment, Copra unadofor cash sale to the visiting
field trip ship. Consumer goods are purchased from thoee ships with the proceeds
of the copra sales., The interuvst payments from the trust funds also help Luy
needed commodities. Rice, flour, sugar, camod meats snd other canned goods are
staple items of the diet and have besn for many years. Fish, clams, langusta,
turtles (flesh and eggs), sea birds (flesh and eggs), chickens and pigs provide
protein in the diet, The marine resources are very important in the diet of these
pecple.
Coconuts, pandanus, bdreadfruit, and arrowroot are the main vegetable products
used, Bansnas, papaia, and squash are used to & lesasr extent, probably due to
the relative scarcity of the banana and papaia., They do not seem to grow well,
at least on Ujilang.

The diet upon retwn to Enewstak will of courss not include Wreadfruit (grown
locally) or pandanus, or coconut to any significent extent until the trees start
producing. There will be a marked increase in the mmount of marine products satem
however. This is of courss Lecauss more fish, shellfish, eic, will be avallable
due to the much larger sise of lagoon and reefs on Enewetak. viz:

Ujilanz Lagodn Areas 25.47 squarc miles,

Enewetak Lagoon Area: 387.99 aquare milaes,

The produce from the land should alsc evantually be tramendousaly increased,
camensurate with the larger land ares of Enewetak. viss:

Ujilmg Dry Land Area: 0,67 square miles.

BEnevetak Dry Land Area: 2,26 square miles,

It is aticipated that a great deal mor: imported foods: rices, flour, stc. will
be consumed to replace the amounts of local vegetable foods that will not be
avxilable for a number of y:ars. Data on crop maturation can be obtained from
ouwr Trust Territory agricultural experts,

The people spend their working time clearing brush and planting, when appro-
priato. in making copra; gathering subsistence crops in season, and exploiting

the marine resources., Other routine tasis such as preparing food for meals and
regular household work accounts for the rest o« ths working time,

To recapitulate: the local foods available to the Enswetak People now, and
for some years to coue are:

l.) Fish and other marine products in large quantitios and varieties apparently.
Vary important in the daily diet.
2,) Seabirds (flesh and eggs), maount unknown to me but a kighly valued food item,
3.) Crabs, including coconut crabs. Amount available unknown to me,
4e) Turtles (flesh and eggs), amount unknown to me but a highly valued food.
5.) Coconuts, limited quantity apparemtly. A iraditional staple food item.
6.) Arrourcot, amount mnknosn to me but a parently limited, Tids is also a
traditional staple.
Te) Breadfruit, none reported or !nown 0 R,
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8.)Edible pandanus, nome known to me. Apparently limited if existent. A
traditional stapls. Note:s Pandanus leaves are vary important for nats
for housshold use and export, and for other handicrafts.
9.) Banmas, none now but may bear fruit a year od so after planting. (A
luxury food, not a stazple, The smme spplies to papaia.

On UJilang:

The people normally have a good seasonal supply of breadfruit available on
Ujilang now and use it as a staple both fresh (prepared) and preserved for
storage in pits and future uss., They have a good seasonal supply of pandanus,
coconuta year round and seasonal arrowroot, mad a lessar supply of bananas,
papxias and squashe

Ultimately the diet on Enewstak will include all of the foods now consumed

on Ujilang, plus the larger variety and groater quantity of edible marine
biota available on hnewetak.

Jack A.Tobin



