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TENTATIVE AGE:DA for Meeting of the War Council at 10:00 AM PRI

Geyy by

WAR COUNCIL

on 8 Februery 19L9

1. Briefiag by o represeatative of the Stzte Depariment on developments
in the field of foreign relations,

-

U. S. policies governing the use of certain new wezpons and release
of information regarding the capcbilities of, defense agoinst, and
use of these weapons.

In commenting upon the gques®tion of whetier the extracted versicn

of tiie Eikini Report should be released, Dr. Bush suggests that a
small top-level group of private citizens be organized to prepare
recommendations to the President as to:

a. The circumstances under which the U. S.

snould use the
atomic bomb

and weaopons of hiological warfare, chemical warfare

1 znd radiological werfare;
1

Q?ﬁgi‘ b. The informaotion wihich should be relcased to the public

.:?-Fﬁ cecacerning these decisions and concerning the copabilities of,

= H .

= w and defense cgoinst,these weapons.

Eg O A copy of Dr. Bush's letter is attzched os Bxnibit 2-a.

N
A o = Exnibit 2-b is an outliinc of the questicns raised directly or
w ES 2- indircctly by Dr. 3ush cnd 2 stetoment of provicus action with respect
% > a4 o thesc issucs taken in the war Council and the Netional Sceurity
2 3 § Council.
3 £
A 2 2 Lxhibit 2-c is & copy of the memorandum from Dr. Compion in

which he comments on Dr. Bush's proposal and suggests certein
modifications.

The discussion of this item will be precedzd by a bricf statement
by Dr. Compton on thc capcbilitigs of chomical, tielogical and redio-

logical worfeore. BEST COPY AVA|LABLE

Action Requircd

The 'iar Council should discuss the issucs raised by Dr. Bush's
propesal (as outlincd in Zxhibit 2-b) in the lizht of prusent circum-
stances and previous action, ond agrec upon the action which should

76 /ay be teken with respcct to them.




'Council Tentotive Agcn a
cbruary 1949

Reszonsibility for po_cctlmL plhnnlng for thc wertimc conduct of
overt osyche Ioslchl variare.

Py memorandum dnted 1 Februnry 1949, the Exccutive Sceretery of
the Wational Security Council submittod to thc members of the Hotional
Sceurity Council a statement entitled "Responsibility for Peccctime
Plenning for thc .artime Cenduct of Overt Psychclorical Ticrferc
uccvmnu41cd by threc anmnexcs. In this stotoment the Notionol
Seccurity Ccuncil staff pointcd nut tne dusirability for che Hotionol
Sceurity Couwncil to malke cerly and cefirnitive provision for on orgon-
ization to plan in peacctime for the wortime conduct of ove rt sycho-
lugical warfare cctivities {including ony wartime demestic irnformation
program) and tc coordincte such planning with thot for wortime covert
activities.

Howover, becouse of the diffcrences whicn had arisen in the
National Scvcurity Ceuncil staff during consideration of this prebiem,

the staff visaed 1o receive the guidance of the Eotionel S curlty
Council s to whacthor such 2on organization, in which 21l eppropriaste
departacnts and a encies weuld perticipate, should be ests *1sucd.

(&) within thce Depcrtment of State, or
(b) directly rusponsible to thc Heticnal Segarity Council, or

(c) within an nlrecdy estoblishe a_eney ¢f the Haticnzl Sceurity

Council (notably the Lifice of Pulicy Cosrdination of the
Centrel Intelligonce Azuncy. )

The three cnnexes to the mcmcr:nAam of 1 Febraary comorlse
explanations and briefs ol crpouscents for thesc thirce alternatives.

action Roguired

Zeczusy of the many months wiiich have passed since tne Noational
Security Council begen counsideration of this problem and the divergent
views held at the stcff and censultant level by the various member
departments, it seems desirzable that the iilitory Zsteblishment members
of the Netional Security Council should, in War Council, agree upon
a uniform nosition to be taken in this matter before it is considered

(=3

in full Netional Security Council ieeting.

4ir Acodemy

The propesed terms of reference for the Y“Service iAcademy Board"
will be considered by the Viar Council in tne event theot informal
cgreement as to their scope hos not been recched mmong the Departments
prior to the meeting.




