UNITED STATES ’
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240
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Dear iir. Zwick:
You will recall that on Aucust 12, 1755, the Prosident announced
that the people of bikinil can he recturned to their homz atolil.
This announcement followed a determination that tie main islands
of the atoll are safe for continuous numan habitation and that the
security requircments of the nction will permit the restoration of
tiae atoll to tue Dikinians. At the tiiie of the anuouncencat, the
President requested the Secrctory of Defease, the Cazirhan of the
Atomic Inergy Commission and thc Dircctor of tiiec Durcau of the Dudget
to coopcrate and assist us in developing ond putting into effect a
redevelopunent program.

As a2 Zirst step In that effori. this Iopartmout and ¢he Hign Coa-
niss’oacr of the Trust Territory or~anized a survey trip to Liilal,

t.e survey party pelnn composa. of representatives of the Likial people,
veafl nabers of tlhie Trust Terwlcory Joverament, and vepresentatives of
the Jtonle Energy Conmission, ti.2 Lofcace Department and tiis [opartnent
of the Interior. This visit, ualertuion within two wi.2ks of t..c Prosi-
.ont's announcement, was intewdcd teo loy the foundation forxr a re-scttle-
sont program for Bikini,

L]

5llowing the completion of th. wvisit to Dikini, we Lave turawd to
wraloing a propram looking towvard tuc ecrliest poscible return of thc
.Akinions. Represcentatives oI the atcwmie Znergy Corric.ionm vy pro-
arcl che estimates for the roucval of testins dewris, radicoctiive
watcsials, and the clearine of vegetaticn preparatory to rejio zin //
tie lclands to productive crons. The Trust Territery Govermannl av
naroyoael of tals Departmeat uave turned to the developnieat oi a ro
sattioent prosram designed to et thie Presideat's criceria of a re. and
v odal commuaity on Bikini.

T ar plcased to forward to you for y- ileration the cou.lilned ¥ ults
of t.: work to date, a pro~rarn ol roovelopzeat of Jiidni fow e .. it
cix roors whilch represeats our buost cuvreat sutimate of the cost ol

. 1

meeting tue obligation of tue aited States to provide for a viabloa
com .:asty and the specdicct po.sibice rewocation of the paople. The
2stanate calls for the expendituce of approximately $3,000,00J, mos:
of wiilch falls in the first tuvo years of the program for the inltial
cleanup and construction phases of tie project.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

REPOSITORY -DOEJ P ﬁso
couscrion — DOE/NV

/ /7 x W
BOX Ne
/K 000 ;.ron VE 7? k-m’

FOLDER

"o
‘ 4OEHOE e



Vo belleveo it Is dunortant that astens

at an carly date, We owe thz weonla o
the Amevdean peopla yie~have a-
Tovritory notuiur lezs. lloeover,
taa Federal Covermncat and e

-

Y ey r A
P 26 ) [

time woriking tovard tue ultimal: retum

Cthe tindn~ of che determinaticn
subse- uiend
witherto been nossible

1969 or 1570 budjet pre

3

to incliude fund:

~ve
aran.

e

-

'l—lA.

I would add one further cormant wit
re-gectlenant. A3 vou will ote ian

of

veen an avsolute loss of land in this

Le rebulll, crons can ba ranlenied, bu
rostoraa puring the Au~uct vicit to

: .
pcople beecane ouara of the lozs of
»rass for compeancation for
T movely vish to point out that the en
Q

o T it
lains are presented by the Bikinians,
0

& delieve tuca "e~ﬂctt1cm;nt pquran
“orward with all posal
ta laild before the Cow« Qs
to workine with you to tha

ceatatives of ooth &091Cicq ara iz LT
and the funding requiremeat Wn&uh ri

‘il WLt ;.

on. Charles J. Zwick
wlvectcor

durcau of the Ludget
Washinoton, D.C. 20303

Jneloguras W /J .

Secretary's File
Secretary's Reading File (2)
PLM

LOT

WRNoxwood

GMilner/tv 11-7-68

ec:

.

sumcd pospens
altiausi the Involved aroncics of
Tarritory hava ]ﬂﬁﬂ for 350 -

[aba re
sucd Loas w8 canatot

be taunn to homin tha prorrant
[ Bilkint notiing lrss; wo ove
t0iidety for the Trusc

s
sl tha ©
cturn wus po “cix¢c and the

W

Bibdnid neonle, hoth

T
announcenant hy thi Praslilont weroe such that {t hzs uo:

3 for Dikini in any ageucy's

aaptet to the esci-ated costis
the cnciocan papaer, thoere has
laad-noor arvea. Duilidinssi can
t .2 laad roscurce cannot Lo
Sikind, ¢ho reprecceniatives of
tiila rocou :

clocad ya-sceitlonont nprosran

en for ouch cowpnnsation, if loss ox damane

o¢ 1f payments are othervise

Lo meovaod
saould
Torvard

howld continua to
that 1ts nain features
We loolk

3 to the Chaianan
L\ep“ O
weare ©f our Proposed projran

-
oL
es fvom it.

Sincerely yours, !
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Secrctary of the Interxrior

Chas. Johnson

Clark Clifford (Sec. DOD)
Glenn Scaborg (Chairman AZC)
Ralph Earl II (DepSec, DGD)
Col Gomes e

Cdr Kuhn
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