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Dear President and Menters of thz Trusteeship

My wife and I are llving on Killi Islanrd in the Mar

Territory of i

cdure of the Trustee:ship Council)

¥iili Islznd

Marshall lslanls

Trust Territory oI ths
Pacific Isleands

15 February l,v8

Coun2il;

o &
n here since Septerber 150

English to the studznts here as members of ths Peace Corps.

The history of the Killi pecple is available in the work by Leo”ard Masor
T

entitled The Rikinians, =

ransplanted Poouwlation,

I ask your indulgence, however,

for a brief synopsis. ¥%hen the Uaited Stztes
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relocate. After a long scarch, the islend o

ir temporery hun2 for 20

k;‘

glve wany cenvineing

and we vant

island. Vhat doss this r=2an? It roans the:
Kiili proviem, £ izucea 1s the oislf of Jife

there had bvesn 2 previous mwovas to Ronrik and X

cars! They den't want to stz

anted z Pacific atoll for atomic

Thne pecple living there wers fasked'! to teuporarily
143

f Killi was selected and the peoole

-

wajelein Atolls, This has now
on Killi, ani they

are worth beinz listaned to,

you to be aware of their wnnacessary hardsilips.
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food and an excellent harbour:for chips when tradipg and leading exports. An etoll
gencruily consiste of wony islands that czn be uced for various purposes. Finally,
medical patients are afforded a safe evacuation in the sheltered waters of the
lagoon. .

Killi is a single island surrounded by treacherous vaves. This accounts for
very poor I shi and hazardous trading situations much of the year, The cances of
these people are In z conctant batitle with the ccean, and occasionally the oéean

isherman tried his luck -~ the

Y

wins., £ few months ago wheon the sea was "ezln"”, onz I
outcome was a broken canoc and po fish. During the wonths December to laveh no one
atterpts caroe fishing; one look at the ocean and the reason is clear. During these
monvihs the people must tuy théir food freom the field txrip ships. '

The frequency and efficicney of the field trip ships seems incredibly tad to
those of us who have coze from a country with a highly organized tranfnor{ vion
system, However, I will discuss them here only as they relate to the Kll]j

situation. Cenerally, these ships ccme every 3 or % ponths. The last ship stzyed

(H

~

16 hours, but beczuse of the waves it was unatie to do any trading., It departed with
the prowise that it would return vhen finished with its othzr stops. The ship did

0

return, but it was now very pcorly suppiied. The pzople could not buy all the
supplies that were n22ded. One r=jor iten, kerossnz was unavalladle; and this was

Ty

the second ship which bhad comz to Killi with no kcrosens. Thus these pecple had not

(@]

been able to duy kerosens for mora than & wmenths. However, most im pportant the food
supplies were inadequate; thus, during the most difficult months for fishing, the
supply of canned food was inadegu=zte.

A lagoon is surrounded by many i la rikinl is an atoll surrcunding a lagoon.
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Tlue Lnr shallese generally use their land er atoll in this wzy; ore or more
of tna larger islands are uvsed for living area, colhers are usad to provide cocanuts,
as sznctuaries for birds and turtles, and as natural "pens" for livestock, mainly

s

pigs and chickenz. Killi as a single island offers no such rescurces. Turtles

genarzlly avoid jnhabited Islands, and the Killi men only rarely 2ra sghle to catch

any. On Killi, the pigs live right In the village with the people, as do the

. wore rain than Bilkini do2s. The major Xilli bandicrafi product is 2 stravy
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bag. Malking these reguires a large amount of fresh water. Of course, this

H
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handicrart preduction developsd arfier these people roved to Killi. Howavér, I don't
think the abundant water supply lwpresscs the Xilli pcople as ruch today for they
reaiize'that rain brings svarps and sverps are breeding grounds for mosquitocs. Now
they face the problems of infections from the wmosquilces and flies; no one is without
sores or scars. They didn't die of thirst on Bikini, but they do become ill from
infections. . '

One advanloze of couing $o Xilli was the Tact that it was uninhebited. The
first two setltlenani etLe-pbs were unsuccessiul beczuse the original inhavitants were
unwilling to give up precious lend. Fut what was doae with the land on Killi? The
people have all crowded togelrer in a narrow strip of land near the beach while over
96% of the islend is still uninhabited. The crowded conditions go esgainst tp
Marshallese custows; there is nov severe overcrovding with the increase in
population. Sanitation hns bocous a prodlexn. Animals, garbage, insects, all kinds of
wastes are concentrated in tnis swall area. Rogardless of where the fzult lies, the
sitvation exists, and no one likes it.

Vhy did the Bikinieans decide to leave their atoll? Of course, the bomb, Eut
one wonders how well they undsrstocd the situation. One Peace Corps Voluntezr
inquired, end the reply inplied that they never understoed the intsntions of the
United States very clearly. Scme have sa2id that they ieft Bikini becausz theoy were
told that the atoll would be bombed whether they left or not! I don't know if this
is true, but it is scmething to thinx about. These ére raive people, and they are
easily iwpressed.

For all their trouvble, the Killi pzople reccived $25,000 cash and $500;OCO
placed in bonds from vhich they receive the interest. This is not a spectacularly
- largd amount bub neither is it 2 trifle. As we examinz the reality, however, ve
are less and less iwpressed. fThe woney settlerznt was not made untll 1957,
years after they were roved! There was no retroactive clause or arrsars pzid. fhe
interest fron the trust fund will arrive on t 1 -
per person. Tnis awount is p2id scmi-znnu2lly. It

@
island vhere the cost of onz gzllon of k2rossua is $1. These peodle airz not

satisried; they want to zo hare.

Firally therce srz two examnlas of another kind of bardship thezs pooplz endure.
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The waglstrate of ¥il
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ad2r, is dying of cancer. FHe hac besn to

o
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Hawali Tox the reuwoval of the tw:ior, btut his cancer is terwmirzl. Aboui 2 rorths ago,
he czlled on me {o radio for a chip to te divertsd {to Iilli to tske hin to lojuro,
the Yistrict Center, The ship came, but ths woves caused a 20 ninute operation to

rith an outbcard rotor boat, fighting these waves 1is-a

Jast alrost 2 hours. Even

N

hasardous oporaticn., On the island now we have a 15-yesar old girl who has syuptous
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n
of appendicitis. A shin wzs diverted to Killi, but the girl could not be rewoved.

Again the wzves ware the problem. That sar2 night, Killi students returning to

Mz jurc kad vo swim past the svr’ and beard the outtcard which would tale them to the

the way to the ship just to corfer with the captain

peovle ask, and now we hope you ask, "Why can't the

Killi people retwra to Bikini?" Ve have a letter in our possessicn addressed to the

Killi wmagistrate frowm High Ceomdssioner Forwocld, Tnis letter gives the people houz

and ccnfidence bhaca In it
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the Hirh Conmissionzr szys, "it may be possible to

]
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resettle Bikini in the not too distant fuiure ... Mr. Rasrussen (of the Atoumic
Energy Coumission) told ma tiat the Atonic Fner:y Cornission scie

that Bikini is ncw ready fcr huzan habitztion." It is IOW READY for huran
S

. . q 7z oo o
habitation. Tiis letter was dzted Septecbar 16%5. nen is the near futurs?
A recent Senztorizl visit to thz larshzll District brought the following
statement from Senator Mess of Utah whsn quaricd avoub thes XKilli people: "They cen

return to Bikini as scon s it is clearsd of redicac
Mr. Rasmussen, it has bzcn cleared. Obvicusly, these ccniradictory statsments can

only add tension and suspicicn to the situation. 1 believe that z clear,

straightforvard statement should be wede, Tnose who ars responsible for the
decision should take a firm step tovard geibinz thesz people tack to their land,

(6]

Can your Council lecoi into the Kilii situztion? Plezze dont'i give thesz paopl
lip service. Ton't just t2ll then you know of their problem, but holp thena sclve it.
. They want to go hewe. We can sse no reacen vhy they should live undar these

-

tion and is fit for hwman habitation, please




