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.

a President

ot a pce Trustceship
Coune $1

in? ‘United lations
a New Yorn, N.Y.

re Dear President and Members of the Trusteeship Council;

; a My wife and I are living on Killi Island in the Marshall District of the Trust

Lees, Territory of the Pacific Islands. We heve been nere since September 1967; we teach

epee ey English to the students here as members of the Peace Corps.

oat The history or the Killi pecple is available in the work y Leorard Mas

| entitled The Bikiniens, a Trensplanted Poowlation. Tf ask your indulgence, however,
  

for a brfer synopsis. When the United States wanted ea Pacific atoll for atomi

an testing, they cnose bikini. The people living there were ‘tasked! to teznorarily
i E

reiocate. Arter a long search, the island of cilli was selected and the pecole

 

moved; there had been 2 previous moves to Roonrik and Kwajelein Atolls. This kas now

‘baen their temporery hume for 20 years! They don't want to stay on Killi, ani they

vay @ive many convincing arguxents, We feel their argucents are worth being listened to,

- 3 and we want you to be aiare of their unnecessary hardships

These people heave teen transferred from a typical Marshallese atoll to a sinele

pb islend. What does this mean? It reans there is no lagocn. Tnis is the crux of the

Kij1i probier. A dtscun ds the ctolr of Jife to (nh. Mirshalless; it prevides their
, ' -
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food end an excellent horbour:for ships when trading and leading exports. An atoll

gencrally consists of reny islands thet cen be used for various purposes. Finally,

wedical patients are efforded a safe evacuation in the sheltered vaters of the

lagoon.

Killi is a single island surrounded by treero waves. This accounts for

very poor fishing and hazardous trading situations much of the year. The cances of

these people are in a constant battle with the ocean, and occasionally the occan

wins. £&£ few months azo vhen the sea was "ealm", one fisherman tried his luck - the

outcome wes a broken canoe ard no fish. During the months December to Maveh no one

attempts canoe fishing; one look at the ocean and the reason is clear. During these

months the people must tuy their food from tne fleid trip ships. .

The frequency and efficiency of the field trip ships seams incredibly tad to

those of us who have core from a country With a highly organized transportetion

system, However, I will discuss them here only as they relateto the Kill

.

Situation. Generally, these ships come every 3 Or + monvas. The last ship sta}

c
h

oa

16 hours, but because of the waves it was umable to do any trading. It departed with

dthe promise that it would return when finished with its other stops. The shiv

return, but it was now very pcorly supplied. Tne aeople cauld not buy all the
3 ¥ -_ y ~ - ~~

supplies that were naeded. One rajor iten, kerosene was unavailedie; and this was

the second ship which had come to Killi with no kerosene. Thus these people kad not

been able to buy kerosene for more than 6 months. However, most important the food

fupplies were inadequate; thus, during the most difficult wonths for fishing, the

supply of canned food was inadegquzt

A lagoon is surrounded by many islands; *ixini is an atoll surrounding a lagoon.

Le Marshallese generally use their land area om an atoll in this vay; one or more

of the larger islands are used for living area, others are used to provide cocaniuts,

; and as naturel "sens" for livestock, mainly

fers no such resources. Turtlestd h
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any. On Killi, tne piss live right in the villese with the peovle, as do tha

chickens. TI think you can casily see the superiority of an etoll ta an island as
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described as a “lush southorn island, and there is roa question tht rill.

]i]. more rain than Bikini do2s. The major Xilli handicraft produc
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bag. Making these requires a large amount of fresh water. Of course, this

handicraft preduction developed after these people moved to Killi. However, tL don't

think the abrndant water supply iupresses the Milli people as wuch today for they

realize that rain brings svamps and svarps are breeding grounds for mosquitoes. Now

they face the problems of infections from the mosquitoes and flies; no one is without

soves or scars. They didn't die of thirst on Bikini, but they do become ill from

One advanteze of coming to Killi was the fact that it was uninhabited. The

first two settlerent attempts were unsuccessful beccuse the original inhabitants were

vavwilling to give up precious len?. Fut what was doas with the land on Killi? The

people have all crowded tosether in a narrow strip of land near the teach wnile over

a
790% of the island is still uninhabited. The crowded conditions go against the

2 : 1Marshallese customs; there is now severe overcrovding vith the increase in

population. Sanitetion has becouse aprovlen. Animals, garbage, insects, all kinds of

wastes are concentrated in tnis suall area. Regardless of wnere the fault lies, the

situation exists, and no one Jikes it.

Why did the Bikinians decide to leave their atoll? of course, the bomb. Eut

one wonders how well they understocd the situation. One Peace Corps Yolunteer

inquired, and the reply inolied that they never understood the intentions of the

United States very clearly. Some have said thet they left Birini because they were

told that the atoll would be bombed whether they left or not! J don't know if this

is true, but it is scxetning to think about. These are naive people, and theyare

easily impressed.

For all their trovole, the Killi people received $25 , 000 cash and "2707008

eplaced in bonds from which they receive the interest. This is not a spectaculerly

Ae
- jarge amount but neither is it a trifle. As we examine the reality, however, we

are less and less impressed. The toney settlement was not made until 1997, ten

years after they were roved! Tnere was no retroactive clause or arrears paid. The

interest from the trust fund will arrive on this field trip ship ... exactly $12
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island where the cost of ons gshlon of kerosene is $1. These people are not

satisfied; they want to go har.

Finally there ars tvo examoles of another kind of Fardshio these peonie endure.

The magistrate of Killi, a traditional leader, is dying of cancer. He hac been to

feve
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Hawaii for the rexoval of the twsor, but his cancer is terrinal. About 2 months ago,

he called on me to radio for a ship to te diverted to Killi to take hin to Majuro,

the Vistziect Center, The ship cane, but the weves caused a 20 minute operation to

last airost 2 hours. Even with en outccard rotor boat, fighting these waves is-a3 o o

hasardous operaticn. On the island now we have a 15-year old girl who has symrtous

of appendicitis. A ship w25 diverted to Killi, but tne girl could not be removed.

he problem. Thet same night, Killi students returning to

Maajurc had to swim past the surf and beard the outccard which vould take then ‘to the

ship. One Killi man swam ell the way ta tne shin gust to corfer with the captain

and exulain the lnanding situation.

Hope and I ask, the Killi people ask, and now we hope you ask, "Why can't the

Killi people return to Bikini?" We have a letter in our possession addressed to the

Killi ragistrate from Hien Cozrmissioner MNorwool. This Letter gives the people hove
toe a & s *

and confidence bacause in it the Nich Commissioner seys, "it way be possible to

resettle Bikini in the not too distant future ... Mr. Rasmuissen (of the Atomic

eEnergy Cormission) told me that the Atouie Ener:y Cersnission scientists have decided

A recent Serstorieal visit to the Mars

statement From Senator Mess of Uta

return to Bikini as scon 2s it is cleared of redicactivi

Mr. Rasmussen, it has beon cleared. Obviously, these eccntradictory statements can

straigntforvard statement should pe wede. Tnose who are responsible for the

decision should teke a firm step toveru getbing these people back to their 1and,

Can your Council look into the Kilii situetion? Please don't give these people

lip service. Lon't just tell then you know of their probler, but holo then solve it.

. Tnoy want to go home. We ean sce no reason vhy they should live undar these

vion and is fit for hiwan hatitation, please

(Stered) TCDD JEPXTUS


