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 STATEMENT OF LIBUT. GENERAL JOHN E. HULL, COMMANDER, JOINT TASK
FORCE SEVEN, AT PRESS CONFERUNCE, HQ., USARPAC, FORT SHAFTER, T. |
H., 18 MAY 1948, | E

Joint Task Force Scven has successfully comploted its .
mission as assligned by the Jolnt Chicfs of Staff. This mlsslon
was dual In charactere. First, it was the mlssion of the Task Forcc
to construct an atomic energy proving ground for the Atomic .
Energy Cormission at Eniwotoke. Sccondly, it was required that we R
asslst the AEC In the conduct of the flrst scrilcs of tcsts of ‘ g
atomic woapons during thc months of ALprll and May

The Task Force had complcted the constructlon of the. proving ‘ t
ground by April, in timc to permit the conduct of the tests as 3
scheduleds In gencral, this involved the construction and re- e
habilitation of housing and living facllitics for the sclcptific o
group and for troops. Installatlon of utilitics, watcer,’ power, ’
and communicationg was rcquired, Fortunately,we were. ‘obl .t =
use exlsting structurcs, lc ft over from the war, mostly quonset- T
type bulldings, at the proving ground for housing. pcrsonnclfund :
for storage and work shops' aftcr rcpalrs, of coursc,.- Som.
cqulpment was ropalravlo, for instance refrigerating cquipmcn.,

Considerable savings resultced from thesc cfforts, It was: nocossnry
- to repair alr strips to pcrmit thc landing of hcavy plancs“
Including C-54'a, B-R29's and B-17's. Landing facilities- for small
water craft hog to be provided, although cargd had to bc off-w :
loaded on llghters from the trensport ships, ’

evh

, Canstructlion of the actual tcsting ground 1nvolvcd special ;
constructlon for the nlacement »f various scientific instrumonts 3
and tecst cquipnient. , -

Thesc tests had no kinship to the Blklnl tosts, thq purpose :
of which was t> teost thc e¢ffcet on naval oquipment and: othcr S
materials as well as animal and marinc lifc. In the words’of

the dircetive given to the Commander of Jolnt Task Forco: ‘Onc .. =

the purposc of the Bikinl tcst wes to dctcrminc "the cffccts of
atomic cxplosives agalnst naval vecssels in order to appraiso the -
strateglc implications of atomic bambs including thc rcsults on
naval dcsign and tactics." Wc did not conduct the postponcd
undcrwatcr test Charlic.

. ,.1" L
The tests of Opcratiosn Sandstone were literally.and’ truly e
ficld laboratory tests, dosigncd to dotermine how the! hombs now . I
under devclopment by the United Statcs would work and to’ dptcrmine?g
tholr efflclency. We did Just that. We got our answcrs.‘“Wc o
1ikcd the answorse These answers belong to the Unlted: Statos P
Government and, naturally, arc not for publication., -It” can ‘be s T
sald, howevor, that thc bombs workcde Wc hava proved the wcapon- o
devo&opment work donc by the Los ALlamos Scilcentific Laboratory
durlng thc psst two ycars,

This job whlch we have just completed was begun on 3. April
1947 when the General Advlsory Commlttec of the Atomle Encrgy
Commission concurrcd In the rocormmendation of the Los Alamos
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'Y“Scientific Lavoretory thet tosts of certaln ncv designsﬁﬁf weapﬁnsv
“be conducted in 1948. The Cammission rcquestcd and recclved the
Pr"sidcnt‘u appryval to> go ahead with the program 1In Junc, 1947.

In Scptcmbcr, 1947, prepar~tiizns had progresscd to thc pvlnt'
where formatlon of a Joint Tagk Foreo was directed. Joint_Taﬂkv;«
Forcc Seven actually come int» being on 18 October 1947.; G

as a military orponizatlon, Jolint Task Farce chcn 13 uniquc.

It was organlzed along the lincs 2f our best war-tire expcricnc@

" but therc was an addltionel clement. 48 a part of the onbaniZﬂtiog

we had & Task Group whlch wag c¢ssontlally civilxan in makcun. Thls

wee the Scilentific Group which conducted the asctual testsxand whic

- r¢corded and 1s stilll anﬂ3jzin" the results. Captain: Rus Ay

1s Deputy Director of the Divielon of Milltary “pplication af thcy,

. - ABC, hcaded thls Task Group zs Test Dlrccetor, and DnctﬂrEDarJl K.

Froman, as Sclentific Dircctor for the Proving Gr:und“ hoadyd the

Tagk Unit of scicntiats within the Task Groun.= Phrough Captain

Russcll, the scicntific unlt ﬂpuqu\d frchnica‘ly undern

This Task Gr-oup, by comm~n canscnt, did not work. throun

The channcla between Captcoin Russcell, Dr. Froman and my!

dirccts Dr. Alvin C. Groves scrved as Dcputy Dircctor“’ % :

Froman and Kr. Hobert W. Hendcrson and Dr. John C. Clark were -
Asslstant Scicntific Dircetors--all from tlc Los Alamo« Lnboratory.

C

The opcratlisn »f Jnint Task Forcc Scven, thus orgonizcd, wa§~
the ultimate in integratcd cffort and cmbodled ~ur prescent-day
‘concept of preparcdncss--this la the concept we are currcntly

- teachlng at the Netiosnal War Chllcge-~the integroted el fort »f the
Armed Foreos with clvilian sciontlsts ond other apecinlized clvilian
clcments. ‘

Tt 1s a tritubtc £t the gei who were members »f the Task
Foree that the Opcratlon was si . The mixing 2f clvilian

and military clecments in tho past Lom:'iwcs hag recacted like oil

and wat,_. Jdoint Tasgk Porcc Scven wag o unifled tcams  Successful
sccomplishment of 1ts mission was the regult of an integrated cffort.
Much crcdlt for thlg =ccrmplishment ls duc Dr. Fromani: It has becn -
a reol plcasurc to have becn assoclatced with him on +hisxpmjcct.;g

I an sorry that Dr. Norris Z. Brodbury, Dirgctor af - thc Los " -
Alamns Laboratory is not here, but I want to say for hils bencfit
that 1 the men under Docthor Fromon ars tjpthl of the Los Alamos
srganlzation, the ”GSQWrc% and dcvclopment in the field of 'nucleer
weapons 1s in good hands o
" A1l of us have beon coually improssod with the sclentific
compctence, the tcchnlcal skill, apd thz s und judgment of the
civilian sclentilsts and techriclone sseonmbled for tnese tcsta.

Qur clngec ass vci tiin has becen valuable In meny rcespoets and, I
am surc, pavca the way Crr a continuing and incrrasing ‘¢oaperative
cffort tH Insurc the crmrion defense and sccurlty »f the poeosple of

the Unltcd Staotes. X ' -
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. ~Tnc militﬂrj stalf A Jaint Task Uoree Scven included Reer
,Admiral Willlan S FPars-ns, USN, and ilajor Cocnersl Williom E.

< Kepncr,. USAF, ag Deputy Co tmandors.  CGeneral Kepner also "served
, #QS Commandcr Alr Frrccs, Jolnt Taslk Force Scven. Erlgedier
'chncral Claude B. Perenbaugh was Chicf »f Staff. :

Noval units of the Joint Tacgk Foreco wers conmanded by Rzar
Admiral Froncls C. Dencbrinie. Brigedlcr wcncral David A. D.
Ogden, USA, commandcd@ Army urits 1 the Taosk Forcc and Major
Gecneral Roger K. Ramey, USAF, was in command of Alr Force unit

"o under the overall dircetlon of Gonersl Eepnora :

The major partisn of the Jolnt Tesk Foreo solled from Pcnrl o

Harbﬁr an 8 Morch 1n ships »f the Naval Task Group. Flagshlp of R

the force was the command ship USS Mount PCKianJ, vct yrans.nf -

“the Paﬂific war and of the Bikinl atomic tests. .The faour’ sh1p°

~f the eonvay hed aboard the principal participants, bothisclen-
tiflc and militery. Constructlon ~f the proving grﬂund'had bcen:

' commencod in 1late Decomber 1947 by General Ogden's: Arm gunits, in. .

accaordance with plans d;v&l)pad in cordlnation with th Scicntific

.Group., Same of our consbruction was porfarmed by civxllnn ‘nntract

One of the most cxtensive construction projcets st that of
signal communicatlon, Both radls and tclephyne service was re-
quircd. WNearly 1,005,000 feot >f subsarinc coblce was lald under -
dircctlon of the U, S. Coact Jusrd. . o "'ﬁ

Incldentally, 1t might Intocrest you to know that within the
Task Force ip additi»n £ the 8clentlific personnel irom“the AEC! s
Los Alamos Scilentlific Labopatory at New Mexlco, and many;qther
ports of the country, wc had cngaged ot different pcrivds durlnﬂ-
the prepsration for end conduct oFf +hc tests persannel’, from the
Army, NMsvy, including li~rlnes, Ai“ Force, Coost Guord,qublic
Health Service, Cosst and Geodctic Survey, civilian employces from’
the diffcront Survicau and civilicns Nwrklng under cvnbract.nCDn—.ﬁi~
scquently, upon arrival of the main bad¥ of the Tesk Py : :
oxlentlfic group was ablc to comrence 1tg pruparatrvns 1mmodiatclf.

During the pcrind »f constructisn and prcpnratiﬁn for thc
teegts some 50, GOO memgurement tons of motcrial, supplles, and
equlpment were shipped from the wmalnland and frﬁm Oghu’ toh
arca. Somc of thls wcs shipped by ﬂir alth ugh the bulk.
went by water, : g»

It wos dccided st the outsct that the mﬁst ocanﬁmical mcans
of mounting the po“qtiav whruld be o utilizr tha ehistisg'ndminw
istrative and l;rist‘ 1 chennels of tho three Survicc§ ‘Ppimar11y
these Channcls werc CJWW&D”LP in Chicf, Pacific, "and ChHiusnfid€r ‘in:

‘ Chief, Pacific Flout; U. 8. Army, Poc clfics Pacific: A;P*Commgnd,;
the Pacific Division, Alr Trandnort Command; nd thv:N ValdtAlp
Transpont bcrvice. We als> had the scrvlecs of *the; stterb¥0ccnn ,
Divisi»sn, Corps »f Inglnccrs, Departrent of the nrmj,eat Sausalitoy'
Callf-rnia; thic Havel Supply Crntcvs at Qaklond and Por* Huﬂnemc,fn;
Californla, and at Pcarl Harhor; ond the San Francisco’ and oeattlc
Ports »f Eubarkatlon. ‘ : '
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strenoth o0 the Dint Tagk Torec was cppraximately

Tﬁg averall

v Obgervers ~f the tocsts were llmited 1n the oz trcwc“j‘
8s the view of mll agencles that wnly those who had actus l5n€cd
Tar ths knwledge shiould attond,  Thesc hbs(rvcrs 1nclud

A the Joeint Co nwr’ssinnul Comrittec i y
~gtaff, the AZC and the armod Forces. N2 ther bsgrvcrs wcrc
S permiticd. : :

T> sum up, asldc from the valuc f thc tests thomsclves, the
Operatlon was one of great pr:flt to the Armed Forces. " Veluo bch
trwinin in jolnt »pecratisns wes gaincd--treining olmast” D!
Tt get ir pcacatime, and rcnc:q“l n1l ton limltcd ty mos mbnrs
2 f tha milltsry services. Such LXUu”iQDCC is invcluable 1n fﬁstcrin
Integretinn witnln the Scrvlecs.

- 8n much fur the gerncral plcturc. I'm now golng t2 gs
Rusgsell, the Tecst Dircet r, and Dr. E:.man, the OCIunt~wi
t2 maxe a few romnrks. I know you willl bc Intcrested in’_
say as, after all, alth-ugh ticse topis wore tezts of milike
wcaponsg, the teste wore conduntcd by the Selcntific Grﬁug
by Dr. Froman. Aftcr they have flinished, we will endesn )
such qucstions as you wny have in wind ingafar as we enn' da. Sﬁ.
You realize,  f courge, that raech 2f the Inf rmotli-n 1saof tho
catcgory ~f claasiflcd dots under the Atomlc ZEncrgy Act and the
Ssplonagc Act ¢nd none »f us ls nt Liberty t- answer guestions
pecrtalning to the tochniocl ospiets of the test -r ,“cir rcsthu.f

Genecral Kepner »f the Alr Forecs and adnlrol rarswns )f tho
Navy, both of whom wore Deputics to the Commander of Jolpt Task
Frrce Scven arc els> hore today.  as stoted carlicr, Gencral Kepner o
was als> in cormwarnd 2f the Alr Farecs partieclpnting. It may be
thet you will wish to gucsti-n thom. o

I hisve had coplco =f these notes from which I spvkc made and
you arc weleome €9 2 copy LE you deslre onee If you wish to guote
any »>f my rcemarks, I suggscst you gquote them from the  natea.  They
are wrltten -ut to guch an cxtent that this can be done. I stend
behind any qusteti n thaet 7w may wigh to make from the noteg, and
you are ot liberty Hoe uves 211l Hr part of them iIn such menncr.

I amnow goxins 6o turn this discugsioe sver to Coptein Russcll
and Dnctor Froman. ' :



