
  
MAY 27 1953

 

Uonoratle Me Sterling Cole -
Chalrran, Joint Comittee on dbonte renee 2g
Scacrers3 of the United States   
resp tere Coles

Tia pirpose of thie Letter is to cutlicetthe offects ofP racont |
proposed reduced effcrts cn the Alrcreft Suclear Fropolsion frocrit,
3a Gensrel, the, effect £9 to poctpone to a presently. vasebursined
thea the ground and flicht testi-zg of en aircraft muclesr fropslzios
ayitat,e

The Afrerart Suclear [repulsica Prozras unterway at the |
CML on Meld feel raacters will ccatinuse ecch a3 presently constle
tuted, oince tie ¢ TLesh? progres bes teen La tha ract and it Xs
pienmned te be in the futurs one principally of «.ilysea, research,

snd devalopcent en racctora miitable for aircraft prosalet-a but
stort of actually engineering end cemztructing full sezle pover
models, In additicn to the OSL progras, cralyecs end reezsreh
en the cupereritiech kater Syoten will proceed at the rate of effort
rreviou-ly planned, Contrect nezotistions are contimicag with
the Pratt and “hitney Co, with a view to dircet sHC stp, ort of
that eccpany In its alrereft nuclesr govcrplint ressarehs

 
The prorrea at locklend unier the Coneral ‘leetric Coxpany,

waich coarpany has Leen unter contract to the asc ts develop «nd
esnatruct an sircraft reactor tased opon the clrect cycle, «lll
ve coariderably revised, the revielon vill neceseitate cancellation ©
of the dersloprent end cmstruction ef the so-called fe) (plate tyre
fuel element) cirect cycle resetor snd powerplant and redirection
of the prosras pricarbly tovaerd applied recoireh ant comronsat
developcent for en advanced direct cycle rencior concept bared
upon @ new conficuratios and more prorising type of fuel elecent.
=ince all previous scheéulea forground ond flight test were based
upon febdricaticn of a direct cycle reactor, cesirn of which ves
based upon the Slat plate type fuel elecent, these schedes
tre nov, of corse, invalid and further schecles have nct os
yat teen deternined, In any evant, tiese ochetiles vill ts altered
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*~couorstle Ve .erif{ns Cole T=

hy an emsunt cleteted by the tine recafred to tring tle ecvanced
type of resctor up to tha presently exleting cevelope.sntel ststus
of the T=1,

Construction of thave 1 ChT preand tert fcilitice at the
LiTS will ocntinuey hovever, the IsT fzeility, wioleh is not yet
unier contract, vill te celayed, “ne pling cnd epectfientions
for both tie J.T fecility snd builcines within the sé-intetration
ead Service frea (witch ere slrcady uncer contract) will be reviewed
with the intent of offecting whstever econalez my be possible
unter ti:da new AN? Procrane Tie construction of the facility in
which to test on the croun4 at full pover prototype aircraft mcloar
propulsion systecs vill ke postponed,

CHIVERncerely yours’,

SIGNED AND
DISPATCHED

Goréson dean

Chrircan .
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