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Commander 78
Joint Task Foroe SEVEN ‘
2th and Consatitution*‘avenueN. W.
Washington 25, D. C... :

Dear Sirs:

    

   

  

ation is furnished"as.abasis:‘upon!sh mnieThe foriowinginter
the Joint Task Force’ may”‘prepare a reply to the letters from=" a
Corporais and dated July 2, 1954 and June 24,:ees
1954, respectively.

f .  
Items in subparagraphs’a, b;. ande of. paragreph 3 of. the

letters are considered unclassified information... Item, 30a ERE ae
Classified as Confidential, Restricted Data and may be discussed” “ay
only with properly cleared personnel. Item 3f 1s at present: being = ».
treated as Confidential information by the Surgeon General, U.S...
Army who has custody of the clinical records of the personnel in i»
question, The Atomic Energy Commission has no objection to down-. — .:
grading item 3f to unclassified if competent authority desires %0
0 so. .

  
In, connection’ with!tem: 3c, the Atomic Energy. Comniseicn:. ie

believes that much information concerning the actions taken by:Ta
7.4 to evacuate personnel from Eniwetok is unclassified. However,
it is undoubtedly true that certain details with which the Com-
mission is not familiar may be of a classified nature. It is
Lelleved that with respeot to this operational aspeot of the
problem, the. Task Force is in a much better position than the
Vommission to evaluate matters of classification. The Commigsior:
would, of course, be pleased to assist in any manner that we may
on this point, ‘1 oa
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It 1ssuxcestedtthviaaeany<reply which 4s. directed.te:oat

“f‘orwarded through the. Commanding ‘General  of the Signal Corps urginsering Laboratories at Fort Monmouth” 1aN
under whose command the 9471 TSU is understood to operate. As. a
means of protecting Corporals and from inadvert-
ently divulging classified information to tneir uncleared civilian
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counsel and to assure that the information which is divulged is in-
fact accurate, the Atomic Energy Commission recommends that the
Task Force weigh the advisability of suggesting that these
individuals submit in writing for Atomic Energy Commission §-
Department of Defense review the precise information which they
propose to make available,

The Commission would appreciate being informed of your action
in this matter,

Sincerely yours,

K. D. Nichols
General Manager
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radiation exposure oF UN1Ved StatusWeULNelpeIBonnyL ualits
CASTLE is forwarded for your signature as recommended by the
Division of Biology and Medicine,

Dr. Bugher has previously discussed with the Chairman the. §i
possibility of legal action by Corporals and.
(the two weather personnel.concerned), Although it is not
known on what basis they might bring a suit against the United
States, the repercussions that legal ection might generate are
considered to be of sufficient significance that this matter:
should be brought to the attention of the Commissioners,

/s/

K.E, Fields
Brigadier General, USA .
Director of Military Application

’ ‘

PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED ‘
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ENCLOSURE III

HEADQUARTERS
JOINT TASK FORCE SEVEN
Washington 25, D.C, . ‘

J-2/201.3 16 August 1954

SUBJECT: Classification Information

TO : Director of Military Application
United States Atomic Energy Commission
1901 Constitution Ave., NW
Washington 25, D.C,

1, Reference is made to the following letters. a

a, Letter from a to Classification.
Officer, dated 2 July 1954, requesting Classification Information,

b. Letter from Cpl. | to Classification
Officer, dated 2 July 1954 requesting Classification Information,

c. Letter from Dr. Ralph Carlisle Smith to Commander,
Joint Task Force SEVEN, dated 6 August 1954, subject: Classifica~
tion Information,

2. Reference la and lb above were received in this head-
quarters by third indorsement from Headquarters, Armed Forces
Special Weapons Project, They were forwarded under cover lettar
to Dr. Ralph Carlisle Smith, Joint Task Force SEVEN Classifica-.. -
tion Officer for information on which to base reply.

3. Upon the suggestion of Dr, Smith, basic correspondence
with indorsements thereto, together with letter from Dr, Smith
is forwarded for your information and reply to reference la anc = .
lb. If desired, this headquarters will prepare reply to referenca
la and lb upon receipt of necessary information from you,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

/3/

H.M, BARR
CWO USA ,
Asst Adj Gen :

PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED:
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ENCLOSURE IV

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
Los Alamos Solentific Laboratory

P.O, Box 1663
Los Alamos, New Mexico

In Reply
Refer to: CLT-549 August 6, 1954

Commander
Joint Task Force 7
Washington 25, D.C,

Subject: CLASSIFICATION INFORMATION
CORPORAL

Dear Sir: , so a

I am returning herewith the file on the above-identified
subject, ,

In my opinion, all of the questions may be answered with- ‘
out involving information affecting the national defense, How- '
ever, the entire subject has been taken over by the Atomic Energy if
Commission as a matter of policy. I make this statement based . :
on conversations with Dr, Bugher while at Eniwetok, ‘Therefore,
I suggest that you submit the correspencence to General Fields,
Director, Military Application of the Atomic Energy Commission.

Very truly yours, ‘

/3/

Ralph Carlisle Smith

Pp
nTWACY ACT MATERIAL ReMoyep
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ENCLOSURE V

HEADQUARTERS
9471st TECHNICAL SERVICE UNIT

FORT MONMOUTH IONOSPHERE DETACHMENT
WATSON AREA

FORT MONMOUTH NEW JERSEY

2 July 1954

SUBJECT: Classification Information *

TO: Classification Officer
Atomic Energy Commission
Los Alamos Scientific Laboratories
Los Alamos, New Mexico

THR OUGH : Channels

1. The undersigned, Corporal - _
participated in Operation CASTLE, conducted by Joint Task Force —
Seven, Task Group 71., Task Unit 13, Project 6.6, during the
period 1 January 1954 to 15 May 1954. ,

. 2. During the course of my activities on Operation CASTLE,
I was stationed on Eniwetak Island of Rongerik Atoll. On 1 March
1954 while I was on Eniwetak Island, I was subjected to radio- :
active fall out as a result ofthe thermonuclear explosion of coe
1 March 1954.

3. I would like to know if the following incidents are now”
considered unclassified, and if it 1s permissible for me to discuss
them with civilian counsel:. . oo

a, That I was stationed on Eniwetak Isiand of Rongerik
Atoll at time of radioactive fall out.

b. The amount of time spent on the island from the
heginning of fall out to the evacuation from same.

c. The events, details, and actions taken by Task Gro:
7.4 and those in authority on Eniwetak Island of Rongerik Atoli
concerning the evacuation of personnel from said island. '

; ad. The amount of radioactivity the island was .subjected
to during the period 1 March 1954 to 3 March 1954.

e. The evacuation destination and the medical action: oy
taken. ae

f. The amount of radioactive contamination exposure
recorded on my medical records,

/8/

cpr. :
ecretaria ove; milar letter receive Yom Upl,
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lst Ind

Headquarters, 947lst Technical Service Unit, Fort Monmouth
Ionosphere Detachment, Fort Monmouth, New Jersey 12 July 1954

THROUGH: Channels

TO: Commander, Task Unit 13, AFSWP, Sandia Base, New Mexico

Forwarded for necessary action.

/s/

ALBERT GIROUX
Capt. Sigc
Commanding

-7- Enclosure V

 


