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In 2 memorandum to you dated November 25, 1947, on the subject of the
forthcoming test of atomic weapons, the Atomic Energy Commission indicated
that two shots were definitely planned, with provisions made for a third in
the event data obtained from the two shots prove inadequate.

Intensive theoretical studies by the Los Alamos Laboratory have subsequently
convinced the Commission that a definite program of three shots is essential

to the gathering of adegquate data bearing on a primary objective of the test,
which is to find substantially more economical means of employing fissionable
materials in bombs.
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I1fithe second and third shots are succe‘ssful our design data will be broadened

sqi that a greater variety of weapons can be produced which will meet more

efificiently and more economically the various military requirements for
pOI’lB ) - )

N3 it General Advisory Committee and the Armed Services, through the Mllltary
& Xldnison Committee, have been consulted and have expressed their agreement in

“,? is test program.
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/s/ David E. Lilienthal

David E. Lilienthal
Chairman
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