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Deaver, Colorads
September 13, 1955

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This ie farther in response to the Jcint letter of June 30, 1955,
from you and censtor Jackson with enclosed findings and recom-
mendations concerning the Interccatinental Balitatic Missile;
Mkewtae, to the report of the Milltary “ubcommittes cf the J<int
Committee on Atomic nergy, transmitted by similar joint
letters of July 29, insofar as the latter relates te the sare sub-
ject. lS aseurme yeu will acquaint fenator Jacihson with the
content of this letter.

lapprectate your reports, the exhaustive study which your Signy
Commities gave the subject, and your recommendations. Your
views, set cut in both documents, have had my thorough consi-

deration.

The earliest development of ICBM capability te of vital impurtance

to the security of the United ‘rates, As you have learned, the

“nviets may well have begun tep priority work con this weason

shortly after World War H, Although the ICBMhas been carried
as ahigh privrity project by the Department of Defense for geome
years, it was not until early in 1954 that it was given full irpetus.

=xcellent werk has been done during the past two years by those

in charge «-f the pregram. and Il am coavinced that in order to
achieve maximum acceleration of this project we should continue
to build on the saund foundation that has been laid.

Naturally, we are moving forward on this project without tolerat-
ing any of the delays which may atrend ncermal peacetime develop-

ment or procurement programs. We are daterminad tv utilize
ali the sills, energies and rascurces, available and heipflul, to

the end that nsthing surmcuntable shall stand in the way 1 the
meet rapid crogreas on this program,
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The National Security Council has inevred that the Cepartmrent «i
Defense aad the Air Force will prosecute the project with all
speed, end that all other Departmente and Agencies in the Execu-
tive Braach will assiet to the fullest extent. No other develsp-~
ment program is acw the subject of sc argent and emphatic a
directive,

The National Secarity Council is receiving full status reports
periodically on the ICBM program, and ‘ecretary Wilson will,
additlonally, report to me any major developments ur causes of

delay affecting the program.

Ihave decided, after careful consideraticn of alternative or gant-
sational procedures that might be employed, that the (creg:ing
stapes will better serve the achievement cf the cbhjective than would

any methcd Involving the lifting of this pragram completely cat of
the context in which it is ectablished, indead, such a step

ceuld and probably would cause the loss cf aome cf the momentum

the prograrr ha« where it fs and pustpene the date «cf cperational

capability. Meantime, the progresa of the project will be

under cuntinuous review, with andiminished appreciation cf its
urgent nature. en,
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We, a
se 'n we

/a/ Dwight D. Eisenhower

Sincerely,

The Honorable Clinten F. Anderson
Chalrman, Juint Committee on Atomic Energy

307 Federal Building
Albuquerque, New Mexic<

ecy. Wilson
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