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UNITED STATES gaoh
Bao

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION AOGMBE TO
IN REPLY REFER TO: WASHINGTON25, D. C.

Aéuiral Arleigh 4. Burke, KX
‘Chief of Baval Cperations
Department of the Mevy
Washington 25, D. C. SAN BRUNO FRC

Dear Adveiral Burks:

Tou will recall that as a resalt of the March 1 detonation of the CASTLE
test series conducted by Jir-7 in the Facific in 195i, the natives of
Rengelap and Utirik Atoella in the Marsball Islands were exposed to radio-
active fallout. The Atomic Energy Commission, on behalf of the 0. 5S.
Government, has acospted responsibility for periodic medical examinations
of theee Marshellese. Since that tins there have beer: four fellow-up med-
ical examinations conducted by the ASC in collaboration with the Kaval
Medical Research Institute, the Xawal sadioclozical Defense Latoratery end
the Brookhaven Kationsl Laboratory. These exarinations were greatly facil-
iteated by the assistance efforded the medical teams by CICPAC! IT and ths
Commanding Officer NAYSTAKsAJ.

The purpose of this letter is to ask your assistance in carryinc out a
fifth follow-up medical examination to begin on or about March 1, 1958,
with completion on or about March 30, 1%5&. The examination anc studics
will be conducted on Rongelap this year since the natives of Rongelap
and Utirdk, whe had been relocate: om = jet shortly after the ircidert,
have been retaumed te their native Islende durire the past year and Lav:
satisfactorily taken up their former mode of existence. There arc, ho:-
ever, traces of residual activity arc this circumstance adcs to th ti-
portance c! centinuing our followenn studies.

in orcer to make the survey, it in proposed to send a medical tear to
the Islands together with the recuired mecical equinmen® ar.¢d surplies.
Tha exvertence from last year's exynreditdor enrc-ente tht we gn ocih ree
ouezt that an Lo? be arzsicni for trarscvertaticn in: Gosar 8 So
har many auvantaces over otber postivl cr::t ar efiec..cav mt. tik

one Of the instruments to be used this vyeunm i: a whoir uycomticr
weirhing avoroximatel. twenty tons uw. ic: . 111 resuire secure inetalla-
tion aboard the weesc! in a crotecte< ceocition. Tre usc of a whole bo -
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counter is indicated as a result of the information gained from such a
study on the sevenMarshallese who were transported to Chicago during
March 1957. Since installation and operational testing of the whole
body counter will reqaire about a month, it is requested that an
be available at a West Coast port beginning about February 1, 1958, or
as soon thereafter as possible. The installation and testing will be
carried out by members of the AEC medical team before departure. One
or two technicians will remsin with the equipment during the voyage to
the Islands. Also, the remaining medical materiel oan be loaded before
departure for the Islands, so that there need be no request to MATS for
eir freight transportation. SAN BRUNO FRC
Present operational plans would request that the LST be on station at
Kwajalein on March 1 and for three weeks at Rongelap thereafter, return-
ing the medical team to Kwajalein an or about March 21,

Assietance from the U. 5. Navy in the accomplishaent of the above would
be of immeasurable value to the medieal team. Accordingly, your approval
of the following, in addition to the use ef an LST, is respectfully re-
questedt .

l. Participation in the operation by all naval personnel both
service and civilian, included in Schedule "A" (attached).

2. Transportation via MATS for all personnel named in Schedule
"A® from the West Coast to Kwajalein and return.

3. Transportation of the laboratory and medical supplies and
equinment and whole body counter from a Wost Caast port to
the Marehell Islands and return om board the L°T.

le Assiomme-t of Class 2 priority for all MATS transportation
reauirede

5e Air transportation between Kwajalein and Fafjuro and retum
te transfer three Marshallese (one medical rractitiomer and
two interpreters) anc several members of the medical tecn
to Mejuro for examinstic., cf childrer -shich will act a:
controls for tne korrslisp children.

G6. Authorizaticn to all naval commands en rexte to creric<
assistance anc cutport to th medical team as reouirece
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Your eeoperation in bringing about this medical mission will be deeply
appreciated. Moreover, in addition to satisfying the Government's
responsibility for the health of the MKershallese, you will be assisting
in etodies which have proven to be of value to the Departament ef ths
avy and te the ANC in advancing our anderstanding of the natare of
radiation injury and the delayed effects ef radiation.

Sincerely yours,

SAN BRUNO FRC

Gereral Karager

Attachment:

Schedule "A"

eo: CIECPACTSLT

Commander, JTF «7

Chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery

Chief, Bureau of Ships
Sargeon General of the Arny
Cu, KY

Lepartment of Interior
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Composition of Medical Teas

8AN BRUNO FRG

AVAL PRRSCNMEL - SERVICE AKD CIVILIAB

Lt. Farl J. Reth (mC) USKR, Surgecn, MMRI

Myr. Maynard Eicher, Flectrician Scientist, ERI
Waligean G. Clutter, MI, USk, Bervice No. Technician,

Naval Medical Research Unit, Cairo, Egypt
W. deffervon Hamby, HMI, DON, Service Ko. | _ Teehnician,

Kavel Air Station, Jacksonville, Florida
yr. Hyman Hechtar, Statistician, KRUL
Hr. Willian Murrey, Photorrapher, RAST

CTH'R PERSOUNEL

Dr. Robert 4. Conard, Brookhaven Rational Laboratory, Team Leader
Dr. James S. Robertsor., Biophysicist, Bul
Dr. William Wolings, Interniet, HNL
Kr. James J. Greenough, Technician, RYL
Col. Aurtir Lowery (MC) USA, Ophthaleolerist, walter Reed Arry Hoenital
Dr. leo Keyer, Hematologist, South Masgac Communities Hospital, Hock-

ville Center, Lele; New York

Cre Je Fdward Rall, Internist, Katicnal Inetitates of Health
Undesiznated Officer, Armed Porces Special Weapons Frofect
Undesirnated Officer, U.S. Public Realth Service
Fre Clyde Sloe, Chief Technician, Canderndon, Fissourl
i+, Irvir~ Jones, Technician, South hagsau Cowaunities kKorcitel,

Kockwille Center, Leto, hew York

PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED


