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IN REPLY REFER TOM WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Aduirel Arleigh A. Burke, X%

‘Chisf of Baval Operstions

Departsent of the Nsvy

Washingtam 25, D. C. 8AN BRUNO FRC

Dear Adwiral Burkss

You will recall that as a result of the Farch 1 detonation of the CASTLIE
test series conducted bty JIF-7 ir the Facific in 195k, the patives of
honpelap and Utirik Atolls in the Marsball Islands were exposed to radio-
active fallout. The Atomic Energy Commissicn, on bebslf of the U, S. :
Goverumnt, has acospled responsibility for periodiec medical examinstions
of these Marshallesse. &Since that tims there have beer four follow-up med-
ical exaninations conducted by the ASC in collaboraticn with the Kaval
Medicsl Research Institute, the Xaval iadioclozical Defense Lalaratery and
the Brockhaven Kstionsl laboratory. These exarimstions vere greatly faoil-
itated by the aszistancs afforded the medical teams Ly CIMCPACHIT and tis
Commanding Offiocer NAYSTAK<AJ.

The purpose of this letter is to ask your assistance in oarryins out a
£10th follow-up medioal examination to begin eo or sbout March 1, 1958,
with completion on or about March 30, 1755C. The examicatiorn and studics
will be conducted on Rongelap this year since the ratives of Rongelap
and Utirik, whe had been relocate? on ~3et shortly after the irncidert,
have been returned to their native lslende durire the past yesr and Lbav:
satisfactorily taken up thcir former mode of existenco. There arc, ho.-
ever, traces of residual activity ard this circumstance adds to the &~
rortance cf continuing our follow-t studiers,

1r order to make the survey, it is propoeed to send a medical tear to
tix Islands together with the required mecical equipcwn® ard surclies,
Tra exverience {rom last year's exrelitier gur-ents th-t we & i ree
ourzt that an L7 bo arzsincd for trargsortaticn ans eoser o &7 17

bar many advantaces over otber poSziuvls Crilit &~ eziecCi.aavy BT . Ll
cne 6f the instruments to be wsed trir ve. > it & whowr v 7 counter
weirhing aroroximatelr twenty tons w.ict: 111 resuire secure irnetalle-
ti aboard tiw wveescl in 8 protectes —ooition. The use of a whole bed -
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countsr 1s indicated as & result of the information gained from such a
study ean the seven Marshallese who were transported to Chiocsgo during
¥arch 1957. Since installation and cperational testing eof the whbols
body counter will reqaire about a month, it is requested that an
be available at a West Coast port beginning about Febtwruary 1, 1958, or
as soon thereaftsr as poesitles, 7The installation and testing will be
carried out by members of the ABC medical team before desparture. One
or two tecnicians will ressin vith the equipmeat during the voyage to
the Islands. 4lso, the remaining medical materiel can be loaded before
departure for the Islands, so that there need be no reguest to FATS for

air freight transportatione SAN BRUNO FRC

Present operaticnal plans would requast that the LST be on station at
Xvajalein on March 1 and for three weeks at Rongelap thersafter, return-
ing the mecdical team to Kwvajalein on or about March 21.

Assictance from the U, §. Navy in the accomplishment of the above would
be of immeasurable valus to the medieal team. Ascordingly, your approval
of the following, in addition to the use of an LST, is respectfully re-
questedt :

1, Participation in the operatian by all naval personnel both
service and civilian, included in Schedule "A" (attached).

2. Transportation via KATS for all personnel named in Schedule
AN from the West Cosst to Imajalein and retummn.

3. Transportation of ths laboratory and medical supplies and
equioweent and whole body counter from a Wost Coast port to
the Marehell Islands and return on board the 1T,

Le Assiommpsnt of Class 2 priority for all MATS transportatica
reaguired,

5¢ Air trarsvortatior betwsen Kwajalein and FMajuro and retum
to transfer three Marshallese (one medical practitiomer and
two interpreters) and severzl members of the medicsl tecm
to Mzjurc for examinstic, <! chiléren -~thich wil) act o
contrcls for the korr2lzp children,

6« Authorizaticr to all naval commands en racte to Trevice
assistance anc cutport to th~ medical team ags resuirvc.
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Your eeoperatisn in bringing about this medics) mission will be desply
appreciated. Noreover, in addition to satizfyingz the Governmant's
responsibility for ths health of the Marshallese, you will bs assisticg
in studies which have proven L0 be of valus to the Department of the
Nsvy and %o the AXC in sdvancing our anderstanding of the pature of
rediation injury and the delayed effects of radiation.

Sincerely yours,

SAN BRUNO FRG
Ceneral Yaragsr

Attachment:
Zchedule “A®

ecr CILCPRAZILT
Comzandar, JUF =T
Chief, Bureau of Mediclre and Surgery
Chief, Bureau of Ships
SGrgecn Gereral of the Army
cL, NI

lepartment of Interior
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Composition of Medical Team
8AN BRUNO FRG
NAVAL PTREONEEL - SERVICE AKD CIVILIAR
it. Xarl J. Reth (HC) m’ Sm, EMRY
¥r. Maynard Ficher, Flactrician Eolentist, BRI
¥illiam G, Clutter, MI, C°N, Service XNo. Teclrician,
Baval Medical Research Unit, Cairo, Egypt
Wo Jeffervson Hamby, HMI, U, Cervice Koo . Technician,

Esval Alr Station, Jacksonville, Florida
¥r. Hyman Hechtar, Statisticisn, KKLL
Hr. h’illhr mny’ Mﬂph‘r’ F‘;‘.\'Y.

CTH*R PERSCMEFL

Dr. Robert 4. Conard, Brookhaven Kational labdoratory, Team leader

Lr. James S, Robertsor, Biophysicist, RiL

Dr. William Wolins, Interniet, KL

¥r. James J, Greenocugh, Techniclan, RXL

Cel, Aurtir Lowery (NC) USA, Ophthalmolorist, Walter Reed Arvy Hosoitald

Or. leo Keyer, Bematologist, South Kasgav Communities Hoapital, Hocke-
ville Cmur, L.I.' Few York

Lre Jo Fdward Rall, Internist, XKaticnal Inetitutes of Health

Undesignated Officer, Armed Yorces Tpecial Weapons Frojlect

Undesipmated Offioer, U.S. Public Fealth Service

}re Clvde "ipm, Chief Technician, Cawmiendon, Missourl

Yo Irvin~ Jones, Technician, South Magsau Cormunities Koeoitzl,
Hockville Center, L.7., hew York

PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED



