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K(?ee PROPOSED NEWS RELDASE ON BIKINI RESTORATION
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fon and cquipment will Laud on Bikini Atoll this month, beginning a

noajor projoot by the VU, 8. Govornasont to rortore tho atoll to a hnbit=

able condition for Dikindans who wish to roturn to the nid-Pacific

Ysland,

Dopartnont of Defonso and the Atomio Energy Commission (are) havo

joined Departinont of the Intorior in tho projoct. Tho Bikinians wore

rocotticd fron the atoll beforo tho U, S, nuoloartosting program bezan

thoro como 20 yuarsa ago. aom want, to roturn ond tho three govorn=

mental asencies havo beow they xocutive Order to assist. Dopurtmont

of Dofenss wall remove radioactive hazards bet debris, the AES will Lie

Mdelro &inqreed S
OILSak prox:oereeata and Departmont of. the

Interior will seo to tho actual relocation and resettlement of tho

Bikinians.

Vico Admiral L. Li. bustin, Director of the Dofense Atomic Support

Agency (DASA), has boen named project manager by the Department of

Defense. Host of the men and equipont will be provided by liajor

Goneral EB, H, deSaussure, Jr., who commands DASA's Joint Task Forcoa 8,

Air Forco Colonel John W. Rawlings, Jr., will be in direct command of

the restoration force on tho Atoll, | | |

Initial effortof the project will be to cloan up the isilards of

Bikini and Bnyu, doth in the woutheast part of the atoll. The atoll

itself consists of a chain of large and smali coral islands surrounding
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| PROPOSED NEWS RELTASE ON BIKMi1 RESTORTION (CONT'D)

an oblong Jagoon which moasures about 10 by 25 miles, Bikini Island hos

x "gn area of about to square miles; Enayu is slichtly snaller, . }.t iad

: estimated Vena tgATS
| TheneBepertuent of ‘InteriorGkce-satd-thed] about 550 peonle havs ‘esxed

4 [sectionalBihi, Of theso, sone 350 presentiy live on the

Seithun
i islond of KBli in th farshall Islands. Tho resettlement is

i expscted to be gradual as Bikini's capability to support its people is

: developed.* "

‘ Joint Task Force 8 has determined that the Bixint airstrip must

receive fist attention so that it can be used to support the restoration

offort, Tm first men and equipment ashore this month will, after estab-

lishing their rudinentary camp, and beginning work on the airstrip, take

the first.prociso steps toward mapping tho restoration job, ~.

nugo.twunkera of reinforced concrete, various bodily rusted steel

i tovors ani %angles of cables and girders must be located, “moved to the

beach and.corried away. Preliminary survey indicates six months nay ba

m
e
e
e

needed far tthe job, but a more comprehensive on-site study will provide

nore accurate tino and cost estimates.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR BIKINI RESTORATION PROJECT

Q. Will similar projects bo undertaken in bohalf of othor displacod —

natives, the Eniwetokians, for instance?

A, This project 19 limited to Bikini. I havo no information on other

projeots,

Q Will you salvage the ships sunk in tho Bikini lagoon?

A, This project is limited to rostoration of the land part of the atoll

and doss not include underwater salvace operations,

Q. Is the Defense Department going to rosettie all the natives at once?

4. The Defense Department won't be resettling any natives, This project

is boing undertaken by three government aguneiear” Department of tho

Interior, Department of Defenso and the Atomic Enorgy Cosmission, |

Restoration of the islands falls within tho DOD purview with AEC

ascertaining that radioactive hazards have been elininated, At this

point, BOD will be out of the projoct and Department of the Interior

will undortake the actual resettlement. AC will continue vorious

monitoring activities,

Q. Will any Bikinians be hired to work on tho projoct?

A. Yes, Bikinians will be recruited. They will, howaver, not be

enployed in handling any -contaminated scrap,
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWEKS FOR BIKINL RESTORATION PROT (CONT'D)

a. Won't the work forco bo exposed to dangerous radioactivity?

A. No. Radioactivity lovols will be constantly and carofully monitored

and tho hsndling and renoval of contaminated scrap will be so con-

ducted that radiological exposure of personnol will bo within the

ebandards for workors established by the Federal Radiation Council,

Q. Kon and equipment have boon moved from Johnston Island to work on.

BFkini. Aren't they part of the nation's readinoss-to-test program?

A. Tuo Bikini cloan-up will not bo permitted to impair our readiness

pesturo, IZ we aro directed to resume testing, the men and coquipment

wll bo withdrawn from Bikini promptly, Not only will there be no

iSepairment of readiness, but wo cxpsct to gain valuable experience in

tho Gikini operation and to exercise mon and equipzent.
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Q. Bow much will this cleanup cost?

A. ‘Zcan only givo you the immediate budget picture.

from FY 69 funds, Department of the Interior is budgeting $700,000

for the project in Fy 70, zw i YhsClian19 wrl s
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