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The following agencies wers reprecented at the day and a half meeting
called by Faul larsen, Director of Civilian Mobilization, to discuss
various radiological defense problems:

¥SRB -~ lLarsen, Gill, Gallagher, lartin, Parker, Pringle, Kiefer,
Lanoreaux, Biddle, and DeChent

AFSWP - Capt. Hinnere, Lt. Comd. Campbell

" Department of Defemse — Lt. Col. McHugh and Lt. Col. Walmsley (Col.

Beers' office), Col. Green (Ir. Heiling's office)

GSA - Gebbels and 3eshers

PHS - Williams

National Institute of Health - Dr. Howard Andrews

ARG - Miller, Butenhoff; Deal (Second Cay only)

Mr, Lersen opensd the meeting Monday morning with & brief statement
as to the purpose of the meeting. He followed with an exposition of
the sroblems that confront NSEB in proceeding with national planning
for radiclegical defense. It seemed aprarent that his most immediate
concern was with the seminar which he is te lead at the Brookhaven
course next Honday, April i, The many and varied problems which he
cited, ranging all the way frem overall state and local organizations
for civil defense to technical details such as alr and water sampling,
were set forth as probleus on which definite, sped fic anawersg sho"d
ve given to the stulents assembled at Brookhaven next Mondsy, before
they return to their respective states.

One of his first remariks was that in his versonal opinien the radio-

logical monitoring courses were started prematurely. This sentiment

was later also expressed by Iric Bilddle, Consultant on Civil Defense

te the Chairmar, ISRB. e reasons glven as underlying this opinion

by iMr. Larsen were that complete plans had not yet been ferrmlated on .

the matters meaticned above; specific plans for the conduct of second- ‘

level courses were not in existence; cettlement upen a specific instru-

ment or instruments had not been made and procurement therefore had not

been workzed cut, and nrodlems of standardization of training and

equirment btetween Civil Defense use and lilitery use had not been fully

considered anc solved.
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commniticn should oe furnishea ith concraste answers to as many of
the problems M-t he had enumcrated in detoil as poseidble and that
if it were not possitle fc give such answers at that time that the
Federal Government conld ©t: subject %o severe criticlsn for nct having
figured all of thece things out in adveance of starting the actual

& &
tr=ini orogrom. It was ant exgpressed tut srotatly some ~f the [SEB

ng »reg T

people felt trat if such criticism evenfuaied, subsequent tralzning
srograms of their own weuld thereby be jeomaréized. Thus the imuprecsicn
wvas given that the immediste purpose ~f this meeting was that of
collecting quickly from a varlety cof intercstel sources opinions ona
multisude of sutjects related to radickbg ical defense which could be
distilleé and traneui*ted o the Brookhaven ~tudents by means of t!
approaching seminar., ILarsen made the noint that the pollcies te de
glven tc *he Br-ockhaven seminar shculd be releaced simultanerusly to

the students in the cther courses and presumatly %o states wilch were
not represented at any ~f the crourcses,

left the nmeetizg fairly early (not returning for “the later

Largen

sescicns) end e Chairmanshi- »f it was assumed by Dr. Kiefer. As
the discussion yrogresesd and comment s made by varicus of the
narticipants indicrfed that they also shared the feeling, evpressed
atove, as {c the immediate pursose of the aseting, Kiefer empaasized
taat in eddition to The immedists need for informatinn, NSEB was
desirous of drawing upon 5hz agsacies represented for help in solving
all of the proolems which had Teen set forth. In the later stages cf
the meeting, particulerly She second day, the atmospohere of great

urgency in getting final answers to the many complex problems was
dispelled 0 2 certoin extent. I pointed sut that many of the state-
a were Eelné nade cuectioning the —rovpriety »f cenducting

ments waic

the mecaitoring courses at this time, the faect, for instance, that
many states 4i& not have full-flsdged civil defence organigzations or
civil defense bulgets and therefore there was likelihood *thet gecond-

level ceurses might ave Yo te dslayed for an indefianite neriocd of
time, had been raised by our cwn people in the training centers when
the procgrom was in the fornative stages; aevertheless, it had been
agreed finelly Ty Loth ARC and NS2B representctives that it was
worthwhils to naxz a start in the initial teaching %raining vrogram
so thet all activities HO“Wd not be in ¢ strte 7 suspended aninatim

v pOS
winlle all plenning was »eing completed, Toth on antional sand ghote
levels., I pointed ocut that “hs assumzption which seemed to be inmslicit
in ke ISEB presentniicn, nouely, thet shs states, wsen return of their
reprecentatives Irem the training ceurees weull immediately start out
on second-level frnini ”

rining and nerhaps o astray in so doing becauss they
14 not ave o1l »f “he answers tie ~roolems woich were being
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digcureald £t %213 mesting weoe undoubi2’ly wnvarranie’. My reasons

for %hig feeling were fthe lmecwn Jact *“:u meny of *hz stotes have
noither ger-cnn2l new Tunds available for the imsediate underteliing

nf gecrnd=level conrses and the @ et tha’t those states which may

te fertunate enocu.n to be In o pogition to start fairly soon will
recuirs a pericd ~7 tine in vhich e make She neCDSGarJ arrangemonts.
Thig view was aprarently concurrad ia at “he gecoad day's msebtiig by
vr.Biclile (in revicion of his ezrlier ccuments about the —rematursnccs
of the courses) anc by cther narticients. OIr. Lisfer scemed *n te of
thiz opinicn at this *ire also, naking the st-tement that the Totlenm
af the fiming -f achucl troining and the completion o ctlhier necessery
el,nert of “1anni“ wag lite the question ~f She chicken and She egr—

which shenld come firct.

)
c
[ORE]
n
-

'_I-
}
9’
o'
|—J
¢}

Ia ths fiscuscion concerning instrunents great Givergence of ocrinion
wag imcdlotely evident beiween the AFSWP representoiive, Commancer
Gemubell, and slie AZC woint »of view as exprzseged by Bob Bubenhoff.
cn;bell’s emphatic posision was thet sle strte of the development
of racdistion dstsction insirumenis tcday was act much alvancel over
whot it had Yeen 3 cr U years sge, and thot it was riZiculous to
assuae thaat any sreat forverd stridee weuld be made in the neer
future. Fe exrecesd the opinion that the halogen tuve instrument

o
develoged by the IYCO anould oa thorcughly osroven befaore a l"“ of
ponsy wes spent on 1t zal! thet 1F it was serfected 1t »Hrobatly would
not te A very ocod instruient anyway. e cmphasirzed the need for
: : and sald thot ot “he noment the only
egt ond other rigid zpecifications get uw
ingtrument which they wers currently

Tuggedness In rn instrament
instrunant vhic
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Tlhie comsensus of ~piznisi eomred 46 Lo, with some reservations,that

for civil defenre moniloring uricses «n ionization chamber instrument

with top ecale limit of 500 r.;.h. wae 2seeded in quantity rether than

Gelger counter Uyne iastrwreants; alsce tint o dosimetar with a range

of 100 Yo &50 r.g.h. vwas necded. Some perticivants believed that a

dosineter inst“umﬁnt with u;i: Thnge co“" Te cew lozed in six mcnths.
Ie)

models were toto ll“ afderunte becau°° of their relativsly low ronge.
Trhe follcwing ty-es ol survey instLamnn'~ pressntly available were
discurced; =vi Lasoretory model 1X~5, Victoreen 2&7,
Kelly—noet, AI/EL sey Cougeny Juno aoclel, It

stated thob pres-nt ooz oF t?c o 1“vt*ur°nu° was ar,TC}iTﬂu"lj $
eaci, uvut 1t wasg volieved this cost could be cut to between $100 and
3150 if orders in ausntity wers nade.

For the purgose of sumnarizing the lengtiy liscussicns severa
assunniicns were made by Dr. Kiefer in ~rdsr {n fit the sentr-iive
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conclusions into a hypothetical situation. These were that the
nonitoring service within a stote or local civil defense organizaticn
would be set up as a separate, specialized functicn divided into two
types of teaums—-locel survey grouns and motile groups which would be
able %o make laboratory analyses of air, water and soll samples. It
was agreed that all eivil defense persomnel includng rescue souads,
firemen, policemen, etc. as well as monitors, should be equipped with
the dosimeter deseribed above., Also that the local mornitor teams
should use the curvey instrument with top—scale of 500 r; Gelger
counters would be used (o make house—to-—house surveys whenever such
surveys became possitle, probably some days after the actual explosion.
Campbell described a "field laboratory" pressntly under develovment by
the Armed Farces which will be mounted in irucks and equipped to do
alpha checks on air and water samplee, etc. The group seemel to feel
that such motile laboratories assigned tc strategic coastal and other
areas would be sufficient in falirly emall numbers for this tyve of
monitoring service.

The figure of 100 r for maximum permissitle exposure under disaster
conditions was sugzested by Dr. Andrews. This figure, it was agreed,
should not be released officially under any circumstances until agree-
ment of many competent people in the field had teen obtained, I
pointed out that Jr. Shislés Varren and Generel Cooney should have an
oprortunivy to comment on this point before any acticn was taken which
would comnote, officlally or by inference, AEC participation in the
deterninaticn, Others present stated also that Drs. Failla, Taylor,
Stafford Warren, and representrtives of the radioclogy professicn be
appriged and given opportunity to discuss this matter because of its
far-reaching implicotionsg and the probability of great consternction
if such a borrendous level were announced without any previous dis-
cussicn.

The subject of masiks and protective clothing was also discussed.
Sentiment was expressed both for and against the equipping of civil
defense personnel with masks, coveralls, bhelmets, gloves, shoe
coverings, etc.e The argument wasput forward that to emphasize these
measures for civil defence personnel while prescribing a maxirum
permicsible doge of 100 r was very inconsistent. No definite conclusion
was reached.

The last order of business was a discussion regarding formalization

cf the group. It was decided that such a group would be of definite

value in civil defense planning and thet it would be established on a
more formal basis to include all of the agencies represented at this
meeting, plus the Bureau of Standards on a regular basis and other
agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Federal Trade Commission,
etc., on a specialized basis when and if subjects were discussed on which
their opinions were desired. Accordingly, the NSRB will request by letter
to the heads of these agencies the appointment of regular members to the
working group, which as yet bears no official name.

DOS AREHIVES



J. A. Derry -5 - April 20, 1950

Secause of the length of the meeting and the large number of rartici-
pants, meny tonics related to civilian rediolcgical defence were
discussed, and also some berring not toc direct a relaticnshin to the
primary subject. TFor that reason this report doex nct include every-
thing that was dlscussed tut 1t is believed that the high points have
been covered.
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