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SUBJECT: THYROIV DISEASE IR mwmm

buring the Fedbrwary 1964 annual medicel survey of the Nirshillese
1clsnders exposed to fallout fram the Mszch 1, 1954, shot over
Bikini, thres youny teensgers, 13~1& years eld, were fouad ge have
sodules in theiy thyreid glends., The medical toam felt that two of
them should hove fmmcdiate thyreoidectomies, amd thass operatioces were
successfully carriec out gt the NMaval Hospital ea Cosm with the full
cooperition of the Trwet Territory people snd the medieal services

of the Department of Lefenss.

The patbological diagnoses wers pepillary sdonocnrcinome, & welignent
tumor of the thyroié, The prognosis, eof courss, fis wacertaia, dut .

.. Xiw swrgecns are teported to have felt that they mey have removed xll
' the meoplastic tissws, Uhile this faformetion has aot been tranesittesd

. Jermally, it is regerded as veliable. 1t s plannsd thal & tsn yssx

‘summsry of the health stetur of Lhe exposed Mershellase, incluling
tbeae Tecant Cevelopments, will be prepsred for pram;t publicatiocs i=
a prominent journsl suck es the Jourasl ©f the American Msdicsl
tasociztion.

Preparctions e¥e mow going shasd to have the third child with a
smsll module sperated on a3 svom ag possibls, The sstimated doses
te these thyroids are some 130 ¢0 175 vads externel gesma plus 100 o

150 veds from absorbed radisliedime,
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Since the spoutsossus occuxrencs 8f two, ead possidly thres, esses
of thyrolid nso lesm smong the snll pambar of sxposed Murshallase
children 43 most anlikely, these sbaecvitions will prebsbly give
rise £0 commat in verious quartsts, JFer Lhis Tessem, At soams
desirable te evusider this mottar as tantstive wntil the documented
dcte arse im band, VYou and the Comuisaien will e informmé promptly
&t thzt time,
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