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SUBJECT: YHYEOID DISEASE IM RONGELAP ISLANDLES

During the Februcry 15964 ennual madical survey of the Mursh:licee
Isleniers exposed to fallout froma tie HN rch 1, 1956, shot over
Bikini, three young teenagers, 13-24 yesrs old, were found to hrva
novulegs in their thyroid plends. The wmeciecal tecm felt that two of
them should heve imsodflate thyreidectoaaies, end these eperetioas vere
successfully cerried ut at the Neveal Usoapital oa Gusa with the full
coo;cretion of the Trust Territory ;ceple cad the aqctics] services

of the Pupcrtment of Ie fensea.

whe pathslozical clonoasses vere perillary adenocercinosa, « mclignent
tuser of the thyroid, The prognosis, of coerse, ts uacertein, but
the currecas ure reported te heve felt that they easy breve removed el}
thea seeplistiece tissue, thnile this iaformetisca has not been trinswitted

sormsliy, it is regrervedg cs reifebte., It fs planncd that a ten ye?

gussery of che herith status of the exposed Mo rshsllese, incining
there recent ceveloneots, will bes ptepered for , rears, -f ouplicutisg in
& (fstinent gourssl ouch og the Jours-i of the ficricsn H.dical

teeeciction,

Prepozetious are usw ;oing chesd co hove the third child with a
emi] nofule onerstes of es sven as possible. Tne estinsted cores
Co these thyroics «re sore 155 to 375 reds external seams plus 10) to
($3 vsce frog ebsorbed rudioioiine,
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Sinca the spontaneous occurrence of tvo, eos poscitly three, cures
of thyroid neeplroom emoag the earli nusber Of exposes Hirehallese

’ chilerea Le Gost uwilitely, these chscovetionse vill rrepcbly pive
Cito to cuxntat in veriouws querters, for this reseton, £t eseas
cegirizice to conelcer this otter cs tentetive until the docunated
Gets cre ja tient, You and the Cuasfssion will be inforasd praa rly
et thet tice,
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