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SEP 29 1978

VADM R. R. Monroe, USN
Director, Defense Huclear Agency
Washingtion, D.C. 203095 .

Dear Admiral lonroe:’

This is = fol]owup_to your recent call to Dr. Liverman and
our subscquent telephone conversation about the dcluy in
planting ccconut treces on the Horthern Islands of Imewvetak.

A copy of the fiugust 18 TWX to NV in response to the Auvgust 9
TWX that relayed the H&N question is enclosed. V¥We do not

recommend planting any coconuts on the Nerthern Islands this
planting scason. '

J. VWe have made an island-by-island comparison of the cesiv
concentration in i newetuk soil as contalned in the NVD-140
report and the cesiuva and strontium concentraticns in th
soil of Bikini and ¥neu Islaunds. All the Northern Is
at Inewetak Atoll exceed the Bikini and Eneu Islands

2. We are concerned about a scecond problen v1 th the coconuls

which deals with the amount of centaminaticn in the copra
. procducts. Some studies of this provlem are just heginning.

LLL will be studying where the cesium goes in samples -that
are run through a copra processing plant. We czunot recom-
nmen& planting coconuts wntil we are certain the contamination
will not become a problem for commercial utilization of copra
products. Therefore, we believe it is not prudent to rlan
on planting coconuts in the Northern Islands thls growing
season. .

The enclosed table contalns recommendations on the isclands which
can bc planted. We will cooperate 1n any way possible wiiht the
stalf study that is wndervay as a result of your TWX of Sept. 2%,
1978, in examining possible alternative lOC&LLOnS for planting

thc coconutu.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE



T R. R. lMonroe 2= -

We plan to discuss this matter in detall with Dr. Balr's
comaitteo at their next meeting.

Sincerely,

L. Joe Deal

Assistent Director
for Tield Operations

Division of Operatilonal
and Environsental Safety

v
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ENEWETAK PLANTING RECOMMENDATIONS
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