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ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 701

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. - 83 740
o . 3[{9 G106

A0

Adriral Arlaigh A, Burke, USN uei 11858 410818
»

Chief of Maval Opsrations
Department of the Navy
¥ashington 25, D, C,

Dear Admiral Burkes

Tou will recall that as a result of the }arch 1l detonation of the CASTLE
test serles conducted by JTF-7 in the Facific in 195l, the natives of
Rongelap and Utirik Atolls in the Marshall Islands were exposed to radio-
active fallout., The Atomic Energy Comzssion, on behalf of the U, S.
Government, has accepted responsibility for periodic medical examinations
of these Marshallese, Since that time there have been five follow-up
medical examinations conducted by the AEC in collaboration with the Maval
bkedical Resezarch Institute, the Naval Radiological Defense Laboratary and
the Brookhaven Hational Labaratary. These examinations were greatly
facilitated by the assistance afforded the medical teams by CINCPACFLY
and the Coaranding Officer RAVSTAXAJ.

The fifth follow-up examinations during February-April, 1958 for the

first time employed the whole body counter, an electronic device for

the meesurenent and identification of the total body bxden of comntamie
nating radioisotopes. It proved an unqualified success in that it provided
direct data on the tyre and decree of interral contarmdnation of a muber of
the islrnlers, It wes also evseful in establishing thit there was residual
reliccctivity present in certzain foods end other roterlals, Since it ls
Ukely that the current serics cf tests has addiel to the contexira:iica
level of these islands, 4t 48 mcre than ever irmerztive to contin.e these
re idcal follou-up stirlies end to extend the mu~ve,” to & detailed exzsming-
Licn of t° erolorical acsrects of these islaniiy special attention must

to riven Lo 4t - lo=nlls cutained ite~s cf diet,

«7 order te a~cor— 1Lt thio missfct 14 is procsed that a tesm of aciicel
vorctlo ient sreof~lies Le sert to these islanis with thedr requlrc:
cd-aerdy s mlies &0 i technical assistance, The experience of lact
yooo b exrediticn, for whish you gracioisly provided the LST "Flu -3
Couit, "y mio.ots us to request that an IST again be assigned for trarce
roriation and basin~ beginnine sae tice between the middle of February
a1 tho first of iarch, 1557, er’ requirin- about one momth overall for
conrletion of idssion, #n LT rroved to have many advantarces over otlrer
croft, nct the leest of which was its ability to accert aml secure the
cletcon shielird ciealroca cf the whele body counter on its tank decx,

RG 181 AGENCY/NRDL

Location SAN BRUNO FRC be 3
]

Access No. [§1 &L 225 ot+( LI bv-%‘A Susnsaea To
Folder ¢ bdow MA-225 2-12-90

195

BEST COPY avaiLABLE !



Admiral Arleigh A. Burke -2 - 0

on

An IST also has sufficient power supplies of the correct type to
operate the whole body counter and the x-ray equipment.

The shielded steelroom presently is stored at Eniwetok, It can be
on-loaded and secured within three to four days. Thus present opera-
tional plans would require that an LST be on Station at Eniwetok
about a8 week before the planned departure to Rongelap. It would
return to Eniwetok approximately 21 days later and off-lcad the
steelroom,

Lf operational considerations warrant, the examination team could board
the LST at any other designated polint in this island system and simi-
larly could disembark, At least two technicians, however, should assist
in the on-loading of the steelroom and its associated delicate electronics
and accompany this equipment while {t is on board.

Assistance from the U, S, Navy in the accomplishment of the above misaslon
would be of immeasurable value. Accordingly, your approval of the use

of an LST together with the following incidental items is respectfully
requested,

1. Participation in the operation by certaln naval personnel, both service
and civilian, Approximately five such naval personnel should accompany
‘the team, but as yet these men are undesignated. At least some of the
five will come from those listed in Schedule A dependent on duties and
commi tments as of that time. Your general approval of such detached
duties is respectfully requested, SAN BRUNO FRC

2. Transportation via MATS for all other personnel (Schedule A) cf
the team and cargo from Bawail to Kvajalein or other designated
point of embarkation and return., In addition to the five r.eriwers
of the team listed in paragraph 1 above there are contemplated
sone five scientists and six technicians from the Brookhaven
National Laboratory, and one scientist each from the National
Institutes of Health, the Walter Reed lledical Center, and the
Armed Forces Speclal Weapons Project. Five to ceven civilian
ecologist-scientists from the University of “ashinjton complete
the teax=. The total weight of all mediczl equipment and gear is
estimated at four tons and the volurme at 150 cubic feet.

3. Transportation and berthing of the above medical and ecological
investigators on the trip to and from Rongelap and during the
period of the examination: and collecting.

4, Assignment of a Class 2 priority for all MATS transportation
required,
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Se Air transportation between Xwmjalein or other designated exmbarixtion
point and Mejuro, and return, to transfer threes Marshallsse (ons
medical practitioner snd two interpreters) and to transfer several
members of the medical team to Majuro for the purpose of examining
children which serve as controls for the Rongelap children,

6. Autherization to all Raval Commands enroute to provide assistence
and suprort to this tean of scientists as needed,

7. Authorizstion of the Commanier of the LST to on-load the steelrooam
and other stored material at Eniwetok and subsequently return thea
if that island is not designated as the principal station of the
vessal,

Yaour cooperation in bringing about this blomndical mission will be
deeply appreciated, Foreover, in addition to satisfying the Governrent's
rcsponsibility for the health of ths Marshallese, you will be ssalsting
in studies which hove proven to be of value to the Department of the
Navy and to the A:X in alvancing owr understanding of the mature of
radiation injury aud the delsyed effects of radiation,

Sincerely yours,
SAN BRUNO FBC

ral Yanar
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SCHEDULE "p"

Tentetive listin;; of personnel. Additionel persomnel are being contected.
- Those listed below heve recelved informal epprovol of their respective
Cocmanding Cfficers cor Directors

U. S. Revy -

fievel Medical Research Institute, Bethesds, Meryland

Lt.Car. I.V. Kinz (MSC) USN, Nevzl Lisison Officer (not to sccaapany team)

Lt. Ecrl J. Roth {MC) USKR, furieon
l're Meynerd Eicher, Flectrician Scientist

liazvel Madical Fesearch Unit, Cairo, Egypt

11llam G. Clutter, T, USH., Serv. Fo.

Technicien

licval Adr Steticn, Jecksonville, Florida

V. Jefferson En~rby, M, USN. Serv. Ro.

Technician

Nevel Rsdiolozical Tefense Laboratory, Sen Francisco, C=lifornie
Mr. Hymen Hechter, Statisticisn
Mr. Yillie= MuTay, Puotogrepher.

1hth Mevel Distri-t, Preventive Medicine Unit, Perrl Eerbor, T.H.
Lt. Jemes P. olan (MC) USKR, Lieison Oilicer for COMAAWSEAFRCN

ialter Reed Medir~el Center

(not to ascccnpeny teexm)

Colenel fustin Lowrey, MC, USA, Cphthelnrdlo-ist

‘idinnc

civ

Brokieven Natian-l Tobo
Dr. Eobert /.. Conecrd
Ir. Jexes . 0 Lert
LIr. ¥illiesc “rcliinc

«

2. Jemes J. Creencitl,

Lo, Loo Hoyer, Sotth Rrecouw Coeooonitiles Tiopliinl, rockvllie Cinver,

L.I., Few Yorlr, Herstolo_ is:

iscelth, Bethosdn,

Lre J. Léward -1 or Tioe 3eruch &, BluzmUer , lztioncl Institutes cof

U Twld mrted CUlern, A ) Forooz (peciel Werpons Pro et
L UL LA, lroizniioo, Mieoouwi, Cnil D tozhnicion
Il Jonz, ool Soo Cool niiles Torenilcl, Tococilis J.2lT,
Lole, iAo, Secihidzion
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