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The Atomic Znergy Cosmission has considered the problem of returning
the Rogwelap neople to thelir home atoll in the Trust Territory, and
has corsfully weighed the dats from radiclogical surveys made during
the past two and one«hnld years, i{meluding that of the latest survey
made in July 1936.

These dats indicate o presence of & residual contamimation cn the
Ieland of Nongelup, tut at & level that is scceptable from & heslth
point of view, both fov the potential external.gamos radiution ex-
posure ond the strontiuwn-90 content in the rood supply, with the
possible excoption of land crabu.

fhe Comnfsoion's position is that the Bomgelspese could o retwrned to
their hore islend as soon sy relmbilitaticn procedures on the Island
of Rongelap are cowpleted, with the adviee that lard crabs not be eaten
at this time.

In sccordance vlﬁz previcus views of the Depurtment of the Interior

the Atomdc Energy Commission 1s proceeding with igplementation of the ,
program for the reconstruction smd retmbilitation of the hames and :
facilities on Romgelep. It is cxpected that these preparations will

require approxirutely five momiha. Oince the AEC hos made » determina~

tion that 1t will be safe {rom s health standpoint to return the

Rongelapece 1o their home island upopn completion of these preparations,

your copcurrerce in this plan to retwn these peopis to thelr hose

isliand is requebtod.
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