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Dear Mr. m‘h‘

O behalf of the Depertawnt of Defense and the Atomle Evergy Com=
nissien, I an inviting the major medie 48 the United States to par-
tioipate, on s poolsd dasis, in the publie veporting of s megaten
71014 molesr detemation scheduled for sbout My 1, 1956, et the
Uomsission's Extmiok Proving Ground,

The tobtal muber of newsmenh and technioians whs are being invited

to attend is limtted to 15, ¥ith the exveption of the wire servioes,
each of wiich has desn allotted one represestative, the soverage
%ill be on & poolsd basis,

Honolulu will be the point of assembly snd disembarimtion., The nevs—
men will defray the cost of trsnsportation to Hepolulu and return and
the expenses for meals for the dwration of the observer program,

This invitation to you and the other msjor medie is for the purpose of
reporting of the svents sssociated with the explosion of a high yield
miclear device, Through the facilities of the vorld-wide medie of

the Unitad States, this benefit will exten? to the people of sll pations.

Tirough background twiefings and tours of some parts of the installa-
tions at the Proving Oround, we will try to make 1t possibles for the
nevanmen to provide the publio with a full pieturs of the somplex op=
eration involved in an oversess veapon test and the many safety
neasurss taken in the public interest,

There will be no censorship of printed copy and radioc breadoasting,

All rewsmsn and technicians must be United States oitizens and, through
the precedures of the Offics of Fublic Informstian, Departsent of De—
fanse, ascredited to the Joint Test Information Office set up by the
De of Defonne and the Commission,

Thers will be ons representative each from the Associated Press, the
Intersational Bews Servios and the United Press, We are requesting
the Press Gellery to designets two sorrespondents as pool reporters
for nevspapers, The method of selection is at your discretion but we
suggest that cne represent the morning papers and the cther the after-
noen pepers,
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Mr, Robert K, Welsh 2

To avoid the difficulties entailed by emergencles, we request that an
alternate to your principal nominee be named who could serve in event
your principal nominee is unable to attend due to unforesesabls dew

velopments,.

Your attention i1s directed to the inclosure which explains the im-
munisetion requirements for all persons who will be in the ebserver

groupe

Dus to the short time availabls, we request that the full nawes of

the representatives and alternates, together with statements of United
States esitisenship, dates of birth, homs and business sddresses, and

a letter from their respective smployers certifying assigrment as prine
cipal and altermate, be in the hands of the Director, Joint Test
Information Office, Room 164, Atomic Energy Commission, Weshingten 25,
D'c', by SSW P“.’ Frml” &p!'il 6. 1956.

Sinocerely yours,

Chairman

Mr. Robert K, Walsh, Chairman
The Standing Coumittes,

House Press Gallery

The Capitol

Washington 25, D,C,
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K, E. Fields, General Manager (via H.8, Traynor)
Es R, Holles, Bp, Asst, to the Chairman
C. Heslep, ISP
Re Ls sO‘lﬂ'nh\ﬂ.Ok, Asst, Dir., PIis
8, Thompson, Deputy Dir, DI8
My 8alisbury, Direotor, DIS

I, Felds Ohairman
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