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Thanks to the diligence of Fenner A. Chace; Jr., one of the arare

    

 

% principal investigators on the AEC-aupported investigations of the . :
e ro opesical Pacific fauna, I ean provide aozwn infornation on the status. oon  studies on the Bikini collectiona, Msterfal shipped out to-Se | et

. spceialiors in 1962 under thea AEC program was not restricted to Se be
ee X specimens from Bikini, but included specimens from locslities 211 oes
mv"1 | ever the tropical Pacific area. It would be very difficultto" Cr

) Setermingtha Status of the Bikint collections :ehona. sy he
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‘of these grouss, ‘only those marked with an astertuk hava been
~ dncorporated into our collections, The reniinder of the material
awaits processing. ole Dot og

Be“Ident{fications paretally completed:
No. of ppesigens.
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e <The asterisknextto a group in:List B indteates:‘chatsoma “of >

“the specimens have bean raturned; those returnedpave, not yet. been
eds ” i

“Procesacd into our cataloged holdings+
Sh e af, . ne “ a no on

\Although Je le Barnard worked with some of ‘the ‘Auphipoda‘from ee
* these gollections approximately 50,000 specimens ‘are.aeill swaiting °
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. , Specialieta ware not availoble to study tha remsindar of the
invertebrate groups, including meny of the decapod shrimps, the
erinoildo and asteroida, the mysida, the corals3, and most of the Q

- worm Stoups. a aan My Set tas ! 2 . . on

. 4, Methodology for assemoling information on the Bikind_aractest © ot
collections: oo Ce Co , oe”

Information on the number!8 of spocdmens received from Biting
under each transaction could protably be provided by the Hegistrar's

| Office; two of the numbers involved are 172224 and 172536, With this
“information the records and specimen holdings of aach division would = ©.
have to be examined to determine the disposition and presant iocathon © 4 Cn
.of the materfals. It would be o very tice-consuaing operation to [ren
obtain this information, perhaps more complicated than the accumulation
“Of information on Antarctica carried outby. the Borting | Center several;
year8 280» CR : : Ll

  
o3Amount |‘Of study needed |to_ceapléee‘the proleat: Tae a J

  

“rt am not certain.‘there ‘ta a good answer ‘to.‘chia“question. Spoctnans
fro the Pacific ares were gent out to spectaliste-‘in: 1952, and as can be

 

“anthe lest five years. Fow studica have been published that’ specificallyno
‘treat the Bikini material, Limiting factors in this.:oparation would seen :
_to be tho paucity of specialistaand lack:of tine for the.Spectaliats to
‘makeFoutine identifications. — * .

    

  
     
  

 

6. " Addtetonal support forcuratoretal activities:ao

Os Many of the invertebrates {identified‘under’‘the. auspices of the A
'. AEC program have not bean processed into our collections. The exception _ :

. ig in the Mollusca, whare thousands of specimens wa incorporated into _ ..
: ‘the* Benaxal holdings by Dr. Rosewater when. he Joinedour staff in 19596":
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xe Ls‘antietpated that the:return of the“remainder of the $1,o00F
pon-nolluskan specimens sent out for. identification under the AEC. . me
~Progran will1 placeaa_ Break.strain on out already. ovarworked technical:   
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staff and on our budget. The exponce in farsa alata will be cnormouas -
we can anticipate reesiving enough separate Lots to £L1LL between |
20,000 and 30,0G0 jars, far in oxcess of cur cursent stock of jaro.” et

' Our standard Fs oz, jar now coats $0,55 apisca. - : oO

Processing of tha uncataloged, identtfted 1watertata no on hand, —
“ea, 8,000+ specimens, will represent et lense one wan-year of work
_ (the specimens represont 2,099 lots shipped, probably 3,500+ lots SY
after identification; these are estinates). Tre outstanding 20,003  .-

lots Kepresent8-10 maneyears of effort toSataloge. ,

Under our- present’ cataloging system, informtton on dictribution eo
.Cannot be abstractad from the cataloged collection without searching “3
the collection by hand. It would be a step Cerward if we could obtain
( support to canvert existing records on the Paciffe invartebratas into:
-a format retrievable by automatic methods. hie would fora an excellent’

“. adjunet to, the current data-processing atudySupported by the (Office
sive
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