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Thanks to the dili ence of Fenvcr A Chnce, J:., one of the
incipal investigators on the AEC-supported investizaticns of the _
ropical Pacifis fauna, I can provide aocu? Inforwation on the rtatus .
3 studics on the Bikini collectiona., Materfal shipped cut to - f;'; ]
*i:S(Q»ialisto in 1962 under the AEC program was nol restricted to SRR
~ specimens from Bikini, but imeluded spoecimens from locslities all e
g ove* the trovical Pacific area, It would be vcry difficult to SR

g

h 4] 'i

Collectionn idcntificd in mhole orxi part‘

[ r\' K4 e ' . N

'Identifxcacions completed"
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OL thcse 8r0u90’ only thoae marked with 1 asteriqk have been
inuo«poratcd into our collectiona. The remaindzy of the materfal
awaits pro;easinu. : - : ‘ S R
Identifications partinlly completed:

P No. of opvcxmena
R o 950 : ;
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ol Tha'aaterisk next- to a group in liat B inoicaann thnt scma of
the chcimhns hava been raturned; Lhose :oturneq have nat yet been

0 d

- Al;hOugh 3. L. Barnard workcd uith some of thq Amphivoda frOm
these collectiOna appro:imatedy SO 000 apecimens ‘ave atill awaiting
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RN . . 8pecialieta wore not availeble to study the remsinder of the
Lee 0 invertebrate groups, including many of the decapod shrimps, the
37 0. erinolde and asteroids, the mysids, the corals, and most of the . ¢
‘worm ﬂroupa. T KT T
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. 4, bthodolory for nssenoling information on the Bikini -ra-tast ©
. colloctionq' _ , - e .

e

Information on the numbc B8 of apncimbus rrceivcd from Bicin-
undexr ecach transaction could probably be provided by the Begistrar's
- Oifice; two of the numbers involved are 172224 aund 172556, With this
“information the records and specimen holdings of asach division would
have to be examined to determine the dispositfon and presant ico-ation
.0f the materisls. It weuld be a very tigs-consuaing. operation to

+0f information on Antarctica carried out by zha Eorting Center several
o yea -4 ago.‘.' T : s B s R .

: 5. Amount of study nneded to cowpleuo thm projcct"' ;lf . ;Lf1

: 53 an not cartain there 18 a good answ5r‘to thf& quescion., spCCideS
_fron the Pacific area were sent out to spcrialiscs in 1962, and as can ba -
seen from list B above, many of the spacimans have not baen identified .

“treat the Bikini material. Limiting factors in this oparetion would sacm
..to be the paucity of specialists and Iack of time far‘tﬁe:specialiscu to
make routine identiticationu.. i;‘w,.d . ¥

ﬁ‘6 Additional support for curato ial activitAeq..‘i

Many of the iuve*tebrates identified under tﬂe auspices of tha
AEC program have not been processed into cur collections. The exception
13 {n the Mollusca, whare thousands of specimens wa imcorporated into
tae ﬂeneral holdings by Dr. Rosewater whcn hc joinad our staff in 1959.\
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~'non-molluskan specimans sent oul for identification under the Aac aftg
-program will place a. greaé strain on out: alrcady ‘overworked technical
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in the lest five years. Few studies have bsen published that’ specifically'

. obtain this informstion, perhaps more ccmplicated than the accumulation :f?
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staff and on our budget. The oxponce in 4srs alena will be enormoua; ¢
ve can anticipate rcecaiving eaough ceparate lois to 111 betuzen |

20,000 and 30,000 jars, far in excess ¢f ocur current u;ock of jaras.’ ’
Our stardard 8 0z, jar mow costs $0. 55 aplsca. - o A

Procesaing of the uncatalogcd, idcn fiel umtcrluxa now on hand,

e

‘ea. 8,000+ specimens, will represeat at lesst cae man-yea®r of work

'm:{T_(che specimens represont 2,099 lots shipped, probably 3,500+ lots

.. after identification; chese arc estimates)y.  Tne uuts*andin 20,000 -
";J;‘lots rcpresent 8-10 man-years of cffoxt to catalog. ’ ’ Lo

> Under our pre*ent cataloging systcm, inxcrm&Lion ‘on dictribution A
~.cannot be abstractad from the cataloged ecllection without searching )
 the collection by hand. It would be & step ferward if we could obtiain
‘ support to convert existing records on the Pacifte invertebrates imto-
‘a format retriavable by automatic methods.  This would form an cxcellent’-'
+ adjunct to, the current data-procesning acudy suppnrtad by thc Office
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