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Exhibit 2-b

UKITID STATZS POLICIZS GOVIRUING 4k USL OF CERTAIN \/Q/
YIW WEATOKS AND RTLTASE OF IWFORMATION REGARDING THE
USZ, Cs«PAZILITIES OF, AND DEFZNSD AGAINST THUST UEAPOWS

I. Outline of Issues Raised by Dr. Bush's Letter of 20 December 1948

A, Use of Veapons

Uncer what circumstances and against vhat objectives will the
United States use each of the following weapons ~ atomic bomb,
biological warfare, cheunicel warfare and radiological warfare?

B. Use of Decisions on Use of Wearons

In addition to their incorporation into military planning, what’
other uses should be made of these decisions?

1. UVill they be released in vhole or in part to the public,
and if so, for what purnose?

Ce Immlementing action

Vhat implementing action will be required under the decisions
in "AR?
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2, ZIxisting policies and programs,
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D, Release of Information as to Capabvilities and Defense

Should informetion relative to the capebilities of, and knowm

4

~ defenses agcinst, any or all of these weapons be releascd to '
\\.. . . = .
Sl the public - if so, for what purpose? v
{ . v
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; ‘xﬁ‘ ‘Z l. To &ispecl unwarranted fear based on ignorance,
U ﬂ': O .
Q o 2s As a weapon in present psychological warfarc,
- - ?
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T N L, Vhich of the questions outlincd above should be decided by the '
% > i, President? In vhat manner should recommcndotions to him be
2 5 & developed?
o £
) 2 a 1., Should the committec suggcsted by Drs. Bush and Compton be

estoblished for this purposec? If so, how should it be formed,
whaot should its membership be and what questions should be

referred to it? Should it rcport directly to the President :
or through the ¥ational Sccurity Council? ‘ '
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Should the cxeccutive branch develop thesc recommendations
wvithout outside cssistance? If so, how?
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3. Under cither (1) or (2) -né with the President's pcrmission
should Congress be consultced in ony form or manner in the
prcparation of those recommendrtions?

Should questions vhich do not requirc Presidentinl decision be
handled in the srmc monner? If not, vhat ~rrongcoments should
be made to disposc of those questions?
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II. Action Previously Taken with respect to these Issues

Questions concerning the use of the atomic bomb and the
information with regard to its capabilities first arose in the iar Council
in connection with the proposed release of the "Zxtracted Version™ of the
Tinal Report of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Ivaluation Board for Operation
Crossroads ("3ikini Report"), This report, in eveluating the results of the
Bikini tests, emphasized the capabilities of the bomb and suggested a revi-
sion of this country's traditional policy of not attacking an aggrcssor nation
prior 1o its aftack orn the United States. The report z2lso suggested that
the Conzress review, in the light of new considerations, the statement of
policy upon vhich the Atomic Imergy nct is based, {These recommendations
had been noted for possible deletion by the Joint Caicfs of Staff,) The
Var Council, on 2 March 1948, tentatively agrecd that the report should be
relcased, subject to the agrecemcnt of the State Department, That Depert- _
ment, however, strongly reccommended ageinst its release, and after reconsider—
etion in the ‘ar Council it was decided to forward the report to the Presi-
Gent with the rccommendation that it not be made public at that time,

The subject was reconsidered in the War Council at its meeting of
7 December 1948, as a result of (1) an article ty Mr. Bradley Dewey, a
member of the ZEvaluation Board which had prepared the report, which seri-
ously criticized the withholding of its publication; (2) advice tkhat the
State Department would approve the publication of the report provided that
the portions noted by the Joint Chiefs for possible delction were in fact
decleted and, further, that the report be trensmitied to the President
through the ational Sccurity Councilgiand (3) changes in the intcrnational
situation., Discussion in the Yar Council was inconclusive and the matter
was deferrcd, Shortly thereafier the Fresident dccided against the rclcase
¢f the report,

In May 1948 the Sccrctery of the Army requesticd the Intional Sccurity
Council to dcvclop the "position of the Unitcd States with respect to the
initiation of atomic varfarc in the cvent of war", To this end, the NSC
stoff submitted z report (WSC 30) which orgued that the risks of public
controversy ¢nd resulting foreign speculation vhich would follow the
announcemernt of o decision as to the use of the atomic bomdb in thc event
of war outwecighed the cdvintoges of o present decision, The paper con-
cludcd:

le "It is rccoznized that, in the event of hostilities, the
Wetional Militsory Istablishment must be ready to utilize promptly
cnd cffectively all appropriate means available, including atomic
wcopons, in the irnterest of notional sccurity and must thercfore
plan accordingly.

2. "The decision aos to the cmployment of otomic weopons in the

cvent of war is to be made by the Chief Zxccutive vhen he consicdcers
such decision to bc requirced,
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3. "In the light of the foregoing, no action should be taoken
at the present time:

a, To obtain a decision either to use or not to us
actomic wecpons in eny possible future conflict;

Y. To obtain o decision =s to the time rnd circumsten
under which atomic weapons might or might not be employed,"

The Yotioncl Security Council, on September 16, cdopted the first two con-
clusions, dowvever, the third conclusion wag not approved for the reason
that this would improperly 2bsolve the Fationol Security Council of the
responsidplility of plonning for the use of atomic weapons,

Consicerztion in the Iational Security Council of =z nationel policy
regording the use of biologicnl wenpons cnd o public statement of their
potenticlities wos rccommended to the Fresident by tiae Secretary of Dcfeunse
on iiarch 16, 1948 (copy attached ns Txhibpit 2-9~1), 2lthough the suggested
action was not initirted in the Uationnl Securisy Council (pcnding militory
cvcluntion of biologicsl wenpons), the Rescrrch -né Develonment Boord
hod previously prepeored o proposed pubdblic stotement of thelr potentinlities
and of the defenses ogrinst thom, This paper received firal clcarence
by the Joint Chicfs on 10 November 1948 and wos forwarded to the Scerctary
of Defense by the Rescarch ond Development 3Board with o strong recommendo-
tion for rcleasc subject to clcarznce with the White Jouse ~nd the State
Deportment, The Zonrd felt thot carly issunnce of o clarifying statment
wns importrnt becruse of the probeble widesvread public discussion cnd
speculation which would result from the refercnces to biological
vorfare in the Sberstodt report , the declassification by the Joint
Chicfs of certoin biologiesl worfare mroterials, cnd the bilological warfare
defense troining soon to be initinted in the threc services, On 6 Jepuary
1949, the Sccretary of Defense requested the Stite Deporiment's approval
of the proposcd release, ond in so doing érew that Deprrtment's attention
to tne implication of the lost sontence of the rclesse thot the Notional
Militory Tstoblishment is vorking toward the offensive use of this type
of warfore., (Copy of the Scereirry's letter is attached as Ixhidbit 2-b-2,)

Lhecently the guestion of the character of the information which should
be rcleased regarding the copabilitics of ctomic weaopons was again raised
in conncection wvith an awticle vritten by admiral Parsons for o Jonuary
issuc of thc Saturdsy Zvening Post, The effect of the article was to
do~cmphasize the importsnce of the atomic bomdb from o military point of
vicw, after consultations betweon the Weite Housc and the Stote Depart-
ment, the Presideont decided on 31 December 1948 thnat sadmirnl Parson's
article should 'zmot be published,




