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UKITID STATIS POLICIZS GOVIRNING ind USE OF CERTAIN KL
NEW WEATONS aND RELLASE OF INFORMATION REGARDING THE
USS, CaP&BILITIES OF, alD DEFENSE AGAINST THUSD WDaPous
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I. Outline of Issues Raised by Dr. Bush!s Letter of 20 December 1948
ee eee
 

4. Use of Weapons

Uncer what circumstances anc against vhat objectives will the
United States use each of the following weapons ~ atomic bomb, ifige dnl.
biological warfare, chenical warfare and radiological warfare? :

 

3. Use of Decisions on Use of Weavons

In addition to their incorporation into military planning, what’
other uses should be made of these decisions?

1. Will they be released in vhole or in part to the public,
and if so, for what purnose?

C. Inmilementing action

what implementing action will be required under the decisions _
in "A"? . Pa
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i. Legislation,
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2. uoxXisting policies and rvrograns, Ne

D, Release of Information as to Capabilities and Defense

4
8 Should information relative to the capabilities of, and know .
y = defenses agcinst, any or all of these weapons be releascd to
“~™. . : ~ :
ah the public - if so, for what purpose?
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. Ne z 1, To Cispel unwarranted fear based on ignorance,
? ~t O .

- oS Ut e 48 & weapon in presont psychological warfare, ;
= ~ t

Ay . ,
Mi Le which of the questions outlincd above should be decided by the
=z > ty President? In what manner should recommendctions to him be
Woocr : :a eR developed?

5 £7
ww aa 1. Should the committee suggested by Drs, Bush and Compton be

established for this purposc? If so, how should it be formed,
wast should its membcrship be and what questions should be
referred to it? Should it report directly to the President
or through the National Sccurity Council?   
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Should the cxecutive branch develop thesc recommendations
without outside cssistance? If so, how?

t
o

3 Under cither (1) or (2) omé with the President's permission
should Congress be consultcd in any form or manner in the

preparation of these recommendctions?

Should questions which do not requirc Presidenticl decision be
handled in the samc monnor? If not, what orrangoments should
be made to Gisposc of these qucstions?
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   Questions concerning the use of the atomic bomb and the

information with regard to its capabilities first arose in the Var Council
in connection with the proposed release of the "Extracted Version" of the
Final Report of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Svaluation Board for Operation
Crossroads ("Bikini Report}, This report, in eveluating the results of the
ikini tests, emphasized the capabilities of the bomb and suggested a revi-
sion of this country's traditional policy of not attacking an aggressor nation

prior to its attack on the United States, The report also suggested tnat
the Conzress review, in the light of new consicerations, the statement of
policy upon which the Atomic Imergy act is based, (These recommendations
had been noted for possible deletion by the Joint Chicfs of Staff.) The
Var Council, on 2 March 1948, tentatively agreed that the report should be
released, subject to the agreement of the State Department, That Depert- |
ment, however, strongly recommonded against its release, and after reconsider-—
etion in the War Council it was decided to forward the report to the Presi-
Gent with the rccommondation that it not be made public at that time,

 

The subject was reconsidered in the War Council at its meeting of
7 December 1948, as a result of (1) an article ty Mr. Bradley Dewey, a
member of the Bveluation Board which had prepared the report, which seri-
ously criticized the withholding of its publication; (2) edvice that the
State Depertmcnt would approve the publication of the report provided tnat
the portions noted by the Joint Chiefs for possible delction wore in fact
dcleted and, further, that the report be trensmitted to tne President
through the National Sccurity Council:sané (5) changes in the intcrnational
situation, Discussion in the ‘lar Council was inconclusive end the matter
was deferred, Shortly thereafter the Fresident decided egainst the rcelcase

of the report,  In Nay 1948 the Scerctary of the army requested tac Netional Security
Council to develop the "position of the United States with respect to tne
initiation of atomic warfare in the cvent of war", To this cnc, the NSC -
staff submittcd a report (NSC 30) which argued that the risks of public Po
controversy ond resulting forcign speculation which would follow the L

announcement of - decision as to the use of the atomic bomb in the cvent
of war outwoigheé the adventages of a present decision, The paper con-

cluded:

Le "It is recognized that, in the event of hostilitics, the
Netional Military Establishment must be ready to utilize promptly
ona cffectively all appropriate means available, inclucing atomic
weepons, in the interest of national security and must therefore

plan sccordingly.

&, "The decision as to the omploymcnt of ctomic wompons in the
event of war is to be made ty the Chief Lxccutive when he consiccrs

such decision to be required,
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3. "In the light of the foregoing, no action should be taken
at the present time:

a, To obtain a decision either to use or not to us
atomic weapons in cny possivle future conflict;   be To obtain o. decision .s to the time rnd circumsten

under which atomic weapons might or might not be employed,”

The iationel Security Council, on September 16, adopted the first two con-
clusions, dowever, the third conclusion was not approved for the reason
thet this would improperly xbsolve the Mationsl Security Council of the
responsibility of planning for the use of atomic weapons,

Consicercstion in the hational Security Council of 2 nationel policy
regerding the use of biolozical weapons and « public statement of their
potenticlities wos recommended to the Fresident by tae Secretary of Defense
on Harch 16, 1948 (copy attached ns Txhibit &>d-1), Although the sugeested
action was not initicted in the Vation-l Security Council (pending militcory
oveluction of biologicrl wennons), tae Resenrch -né Develonment Board
had proviouslr prepared a proposed public stctement of thoir potcntinlitics
ond of the defenses agrinst chem, This paper received final clearence
by the Joint Chiefs on 10 November 1948 and was forwarded to the Scerctary

of Defonseby the Rescarch and Development Board with a strong recommends
tion for rcleaso subject to clearsnce with the White House cnd the Sicte

Department, The DSonrd felt thet carly issuance of 2. clarifying statment

Wns importrnt becsuse of the probeblc widesorcad public discussion snd
speculntion which would result from the references to biologiccl

warfare in the Sberstndt report , the dcclassification by the Joint
Chiefs of cortcin biologiesl werfsre m-torinls, cnd the biological warfare
defense training soon to be initinted in the three services, On 6 Jenuary

1949, the Secretary of Defense requested the St:te Department's approval
of the proposcd release, md in so doing crow that Deportment's attention
to the implication of the lest sentence of the rclense thet the National
Wilivery Ustablishment is working toward the offcnsive use of this type

of warfere. (Copy of the Sccrotrry's lettor is attached as Ixhibit 2-b-2.)

Recently the @ucstion of the character of the information whicn should
be released rogording the capabilities of stomic wempons was again raised
in connection with an article vritten by acmiral Parsons for 2 January
issuc of the Seturdsay Ivening Post, The effect of the article was to
dchecmphasize the importence of the atomic bomb from >. military point of
view, after consultations betwoon the Write House and the State Depart

ment, the President decided on 31 Decembcr 1948 thnt admirnl Parson's

article should mot be pubdlishcd,

 
 


