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NYS ENEVETAX MARCH 1S, EVERY SILVER LINING HAS A GRAY CLOUD. A
PARTICIPANT IN YESTERDAY'S RETURYOF THE ENEVETAK PEOPLE TO.
TRKEIR ANCESTRAL HOME EXPRESSED ONE RESERVATION ALONG WITH HIS
FEELING OF ELATION. THAT PERSO”“as REPRESENTATIVE ATAJI BALOS,

38, OF THE CONGRESS- OF MICRONESIA WHO REPRESENTS KOT ONLY THE
PEOPLE OF ENEWETAK AND UJELANG BUT THOSE OF BIKINI, KWAJALSIN,
“RONGELAP AND UTERIK,
-BALOS,’ SPEAKING TO THE S AFTER THE LUAU I HOYOR OF THE

- RETURNESS SAID THAT HE SS THAT THE UNITIO STATES WiLL
WAVE & PROGRAM OF PERIODIC MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS FOR THE

~ SNEWETAK: PEOPLE,
HE SAID THAT THE “US HAS GAINED MUCH SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE SECAUSE |

» “PAGE 2 RUHHDNAIS49 UICLAS : . | > me See
..OFTHE TESTING AND SO IT SHONLD BEAR THE RESPONSISILITY IF me ,
-OMEONE BECOMES ILL AS 4 RESULT OF LiViNG ON THESE ISLANDS." oo
SALOS NOTED THAT BECAUSE OF FALLOLT F80™ THE SIKINT TESTS, THE
FEOPLE OF RONGELAP AWD UTERIK WERE STILL &SFECTED AFTER TWENTY
YZARS, SAID BALOS, “I AM NOT A SCIENTIST 3UT WHO KNOWS WHAT
WILL HAPPEN IN THE FUTURE."

|, BALOS ALSO EXPRESSED SOME DISAPPOINTMENT Ii} THE CONDITIONS aT
“cJAPTAN ISLAND, HE SAID THaT ALTHOUGH JAPTAT HAS MUCH BETTER SOTL

THAN UJELANG OND THERE IS MORE FISH IN THE LAGOON, THERE Was
NOT SUFFICIENT WATER FOR THE ENSVETAK PEQPLE VMI THEY ARRIVED.
“Sed THAT THEIR MON STAPLES WERE ZREAOPRUIT AND PANDANUS AND
YET THERE WERE ONLY COCONUT TREES OY JaPTAN. Said BALOS, “I WISH
THERE HAD BEEN Noa PREPARATION FOR THE RETURH.” :
REP, 3ALOS HAD PLAYE) & SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN ZFFECTING THE RETURN
Of THE ENEWETAK PEOPLE TO THEIR HOME,
IN i968, AFTER BALOS GRADUATED FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF GLAG,

Ke VORKED rOR THE TRUST TERRITORY GOVERNMENT &S &N ASSISTANT

DISTRICT AFFAIRS OFFICER. HIS DUTIES CONSISTED OF TRAVELING

TO THE VARIOUS OUTLYING ISLANDS BY FIELD TRIP VESSEL AND.
PROBLEMS.MEETING WITH THE ISLAND LEADERS TO LEARN OF THeln |

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Oi5 330



  
‘FINALLY AN AGREEMENT: WAS REACHE) LN WHICH THE S

“ ASHORE WHATEVER FLOUR AND RICE WAS AVAILABLE. ivPoon
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i MANY PEOPLE WOULD DIE SHOUL
_& STORM,

'GALOS SAID THAT THE PEOPLE WANTED a

TWO WEEKS LATER THE FIELD me VES

PaGE 3 RUYNDYA1Se2 UNCLAS _ SATE WIELANG
TARLY ONE MORNING IN OCTOSES OF 1968, HIS SHIP DOCKED OFF UdeLAaNs
AND ME WENT SSHORE TO MEET WITH THE MSGISTRATS AND WEMSERS OF THE

MUNICIPAL COUNC

 

ME YAS UNAWARE OF THE FACT THAT THE PEOPLE OF UJELANG HAD DECIDED
TO -ASANDOY THE ISLAND AND SO WHILE THE COUNCIL WAS CONDUCTING
THE NESTING, ALL THE REST OF THE ISLANDERS, OVER THREE NUBDREDOF THES, VENT AS3OA4RD THE FIELD TRIP VESSEL, CHOWDIS rH
MEM, WOMEN AND CHILDREN fROM BOW TO STERY,
FINALLY THE COUNCIL TOLD HIM OF THE PLAN TO GO TO MaJuRO aNd
TO ASANDSON WIELANG, THEY TOLD Hid THAT “MOSBCDY REALLY CA&R=S ASOUT

US." THEY SAID THEY WERE VIRTUALLY STARVING 8D DID NOT EVEN HAVE

?
2
03A8LOS TOLD THEM, “I TOTALLY Agi

CHANCE TO SEE WHAT I CAN DO.”
He NOTED. THAT THE’ SHIP Was Re SPE

Tre SHIP LEAVE Ax ENCOUNTER

SALOS PLEADED WITH THEM TO COME OFF SUT THEY REFUSED. "THE WOMEN
ma ~ "oy . ,Wee PARTICULARLY ADAMANT” BALGS SAILS. .

THE MOGISTRATE, JOHN ASRGHAM, BROTHER OF THE CHIEF, SAID, "“GiVe
4

he 1
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. ‘h chaser.” BUT. MANY PERSONS REFUSED TO LEGVE THE SHIP, THE
SEGOTIATIGNSCONTINUED FOR FOUR HOURS. a a

AIP WAS TO PUT

BALOS AGREED TO REMAIN BEHIND UNTIL THe SITUAT ON UJE LANG
“VAS ALLEVIATED,

TRIP VE SSE L TO” RetURN IN

D2 Hi TG THE oHagKS.”

TAD “aRSHALLS, DWIGHT

Veo AND EKACTLY

riel
TWO WEEKS WiTk SUPPLIES OR THEY WOULD “F
WORD WAS SENT BY THE SHIP'S CAPTAIN TO D
MEINE, CONCERYING THE SITUSTION ON THE J

LORE
D

Uo bt SEL RETURYED., SALOS SAID THT
THs PZOPLE WERE VERY HAPPY AND KILLED CHICKENS AND PIGS FOR
A 3SIG PARTY, “THEY TRUSTED MeFROM THEN ON," 3B
AFTERWARDS B4LOS QUIT HIS GOVERNMENT JO3 If Was Too
Re STRICT Ive, “T DECIDED TO RUN FOR THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA",
S4L0S SAID “SO I COULD 3G YHAT I COULD TQ HELP THE PEOPLE.
FES FIRST Task Was TO INSURE That THE PEGPLE RECEIVED THe
INTEREST FROM THE L.4 4ILLiON DOLLAR TRUST FUND. THEN HE REQUESTED
THAT 6 GROUP SE ALLLOYED TO RETURN TO ENEWETAK AND FOR THE FIRST
TIME, BALOS SAIS, THEY LEARNED THAT A MISSILE TESTING PROGRAM ©

9011331



   

ADDITION T LACK: OF PREP
H

ALTOGETHER HAPPY. OCCASION. I
D TCULT FOREVIOUSLY, HE SAL!He CITED I
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WSS STILL Cf vs gy,
SALOS TREY SENT TQ “2CRGUSSIA LEGAL SERVICES FOR-HELP,. Tei Mise
FILED A LAW SUIT IN FEDERAL DISTRICT COURT If! HONGLULU FGR a
RESTRATNING ORDER TO STOP THE TESTING. ‘
FINALLY THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AGREED IN 1972, T
THE UlEL ANG COUNCIL “EMDERS TO MEET IN EXEWETAK. BA
TOOK US TO SEE THE CRATERS Of THE NORTHERN SIDE AN
FIXST TIME WE LEARNED TWO ISLANDS WERE GORE." "THE
SAID “WERE REALLY SAD THEIS ISLANDS HAD DISAPPEARED.’
B4LOS SAID THAT HE FELT THAT AT THAT TIME THE UNITE
HAD FINALLY SEGUN TO BECOME CONCERRED AND SOON THE
TRE PROBLEM THEIR FULL ATTENTION, SUBSEQUENTLY, SAL¢ i
SEGAN TO FOCUS HIS ATTEXTION Of THE GTHER PXOELEMS OF AIS DISTRICT.
BALOS CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT THE MOVE TO JAPTAN WAS NO Ny
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Ss i
He S&T) ENEWETAK PEOPLE A & VERY CLOSE KNIT GaRGUP AS THEY
LIKE TQ GO TOGETHER ALL THE 7 THE ROAL HAPPY DAY, mz SATO,

HEY ARE ALL HERE TC ROR ANO SRE SELP SuUPFICisze
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