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Division sificationWy result in sevevy-triminal penalties under SEGRET 1 ye - ;

Referees is mate te your menerandum, subject as above, flle
NiO Jl.2bS of July HO, 1948 in which you vequeat that the
qcument ani reeeunendaiien of the Atenio Mmergy Connission
on the above eubject be forvarted te the Wilitary Lialeen
Committes for tranmittel ts the Joint Chiefs of Staff in
qonplisnee with the latter's request.

The Ateuie Sncrgy Comslesion agrees that o continental site
nay have certain advantages sver the Inivetek alte fer certain
types of teste of atoule weapons. The ease ef access W a
continental site wuld allew greater flasibility in the
Sraparshion ftr and conues ef thece teste anh ould
festlitate the participation of selemtifie and teehaian
people.

The Commission further agrees that continental operations way
he lees expensive logistically than operations a6 Iniwetok;
however, the extent ef esencuy effected aay de offect te a
Large degree by the cost of increased safety ani security
Reamres wileh would be required at a sontinental tite,

Onhep eonditions today, oontinental eperations will ebricusly
pese 4iffiealt domestic and peasibly international relations
provlemeas hovever, the magnitude of theses problens could in
time change, as in the event of a national esergunay.

The Comsisaien therefore considera it desirable that a
prelininery etady of yoseible cites be sontnated to make possible
a more semrate evaluation of the fastere disenssed above, At
the sonsiusion of eush a study, we shall he ia ao position te
decide whether further action is desirable oy justified.
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38 in wundeweteed that mach ef the baste infernation,
experience and farilitics required te sonduat such a steady
ave avaliable within the Arned Ferees, The Countacian
therefore reecumands that the National Military Reteblichnest
conduct a prelininary steady, Suah information ent
ancistanes as fa desired from the Atomic Knergy Goantesian
will be provided ty the Direater of Kilitary Application.

Te eS oe Me recy Senpesive navere of my werkat tie
tine lesking teward ooatinental test eperabions and
eousidering the dangers isherent in 6 nivenderstenting of
the statue of thie rrepesal, it 1s the Conniosion’s cyiaton
Chat this study should be-carefully safegearéel by
maintenance of the elaseification "Seeret,* ty reatrictizg
te a minimum the sunbder of fadividuals apprised of this
prejeat and by eentucting o uinious ef field astivitice
likely te arouse eurlesity.
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