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¥r. Gerard C. mith
Special Assistant to the

Becretary of State BEST COPY AVAszs
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The Atosie Energy Commission bms comsidered the problem of returning
the Rongelup pecple to their home atoll in the Trust Torritory, end
has carefully weighed the data from radicloglcal surveys wede during
the past twe and one-belf yesurs, ineluding that of the latest survey
made in Ny 1956.

These data indicate & presence of & residual contaminetion on the
Island of Rongelap, put at & level that 1s scceptable from a health
point of view, both for the potential exterral gamm vadiction ex~
posure and the strostium«90 comtent in the food supply, with the
possible exception of land erabs.

The Commicoion’s positiorn is that the Rongelapeszs could be returned

to their home islapd &3 soon as rehabilitation procedures op the Island
of Bongelap are complsted, with the advice that land crabs not be
eaten al this time.

In accordance with previous views of the Departawnt of &knté. the

Atomic Energy Comaianion is proceeding with implementetion of the
program Tor the reconstruction and rebabilitation of the homes and
facilfties on Rongelap. It fu expected that theae preparations will
require appraximately five months. Since the ANC hue made z determina~
tion that it w11l be sufe from a bealth standpoint to return the
Rongelapsse to their howe fslatd upon cospletion of these preparstions,
your comecurrence in this plan to rotwm these people to their home
islaed i requested.

Sincerely youras,

ce: eral Mgr. (1
Seeretarizt (1)
Cong. Com. Ssetion (2°
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