
d
a
n
e

TOP SECRET

12 September 1958

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD:

On September 10, I departed Washington at 5:50 a.m., by special
mission aircraft in the company of General Goodpastear for a meeting
with ths Presidant.

 

The President came to hie office an the BARBAKA ANN, and after
General Goodpaster had cornpleted his business, I discussed four
with the President.
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Z. I then indicated to the President that I had made available to

Mr. Haggerty a copy of the OCS draft standby statements for possible une
by the President in tha event of the successful Soviet moon shot. General
Goodpaster had earlier brought to the President's attention the fact that
between September 11 and September 15 there was a high degree of

poesibility that the Soviets would succeed in such an effort.

3. I then discussed with the President the question of attendance

at NSC meetings. He approved the amendments on page 5 (attached)

of the document antitled, ‘The Structure and Functions of the National

Security Council."

Paragraph § b abould read as followe: ‘Special request membera:
For all agenda items which are the subject of official interest to his
responsibilities until the President otherwise determined. (Currently
the Attorney General, the Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission, and

the Administrator of the National Aeronautical and Space Administration)"
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In the subsequent diecusegion, the President made it clear that he

wished, of course, the statutory members (including the statutory
advisere) to attend ali regular NSC meetings. In addition, he wanted
the Secretary of the Treasury and the Director, Bureas of the Budget to
attend. He would also expect the Director, USIA, the Special Assistant
for National Security Affaire, the Executive Secretary of the NSC and the

Deputy Executive Secretary of the NSC, to attand and sit at the table.

For agenda items which are the subject of official interest, he

would expect the Attorney General, Chairman, AEC and the Administrator,
NASA to sit at the table. Hae expreseed his view that this should mean

that the Attorney General and the Administrator, NASA would not find
it necessary to attend all regular meetings. However, he felt that he
wished the Chairman, AEC to participate as regularly as his convenience
and conscience dictated.

Particularly with reapect to the Chairman of the AEC, the Preeident
expressed the following views: In the context of modern and perspective
weapons systema, there is very Uttle in the way of defense palicy with

which the Chairmas of the AEC is not concerned. Furthermore, because

of the special characteristics of the lagislatian under which the AEC
operates and because af the constant effort of the Joint Congressional
Committee on Atomic Energy, t© have a dominant voice in all mattera
pertaining to atamic energy, the President wishes to make every effart
poesible to keep the Chairman of the AEC in the family of the Executive

Branch of the Government. He therefore is willing in various ways to take
what might be considered unusual steps to identify the Chairman of the AEC
with the formulation of national policy. Finally, he felt that men such as

Mr. McCone came to Washington at a considerable sacrifice and with

only the motivation of service and to appear to exctude them from the
high councile was semething the President wished to avoid.

With respect to those who attend regular NSC meetings bat de act

ait at the table, he made the following coroments:

Now that Arthur Larson has departed, he would aot expect hr.
Lareon's successor to attend meetings. He said that he hed never
understeed why Larson had originally been invited. He falt that the
Director, ICA, should costines to attend as long as Jimeny Geith ecoupies
that position, He had not fally endersteed previeusnty thet the Under
Secretar: “f State for Econemic Affaire hed eucceeded te the courdinating
fuactior formerly assigned to [CA. He felt thet the Special Ansiotemmtes
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With reepect to the Off-shore Islands, 1 expressed my comcern
that we would not have the support of neutral countries, our allies, or

indeed even poeaibly domestic public opinion if we engaged in hoetilitiss
which promised to become wide-spread eimply for the purpose af holding

on to the real estate. The President agreed with this in principle and said that’
he had done everything he could four yeare ago to prevent the movement
of large numbers of troops to the Off-shore Ielande. He indicated that he
had sent two of his most persuasive spokesmen (Walter Robertson and
Admiral Radford) who found Chiang adamant. He felt, however, that

another principle was involved and that was the protection of the symbol
of the free worid. He felt that inaemuch as the Chinese Communists
themselves had by statement and action indicated that the forceable
capture of the Off-shore Islands was only a prelude to the forceful capture ,
of Formosa, we would be compelled to assist Chiang if this became 3
necessary, to prevent lose of the Off-shore Islands by force. ’

t

He did agree with the view that some honorable way out of the
Off-ehore lalands dilemma was desirable. In this he indicated that
perhape his viewe as to methods were somewhat at variance with the
Secretary of State's.

Gordoo Gray a

Special Assiatant to the President bs
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