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12 September 1958
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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD: &
1
{
%
On September 10, I departed Washington at 5:50 a.m., by spacial i"
mission aircraft in the company of General Goodpaster for a meeting Ko
with the Presidant.
The President came to his office an the BARBAKA ANN, and after é
General Goodpastsr had completed his business, I discussed four itamas <
with the President. r
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2. I then indicated to the President that | had made available to
Mr. Haggerty a copy of the OCB draft standby statements for possible use
by tbe President in tha event of the successful Soviet moon shat. General
Goodpaster had sarlier brought to the President's attention the fact that
between Septamber 11 and September 15 thexre was a high degree of
poesibility that the Soviets would succeed in such an effort.

3. I then discussed with the Prasident the quastion of attendance
at NSC meetings. He approved ths amendments on page 5 (attached)

of tha document antitlad, ''The Structurs and ¥Functions of the Natioaal
Security Couancil. "

Paragraph 8 b abhould read as follows: "Special request members:
For all agenda itexns which are the subject of official intarest to his
responsibilities until the President otharwise determimed. {Curramtly
the Attorney General, the Chairman, Atormnic Energy Commission, and
the Administrator of the National Asrcnautical and Space Administration)"
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In the subsequent discusesion, the President made it clear that he
wished, of course, the statutory members {including the statutory
advisers) to attend all regalar NSC meetings. In addition, he wanted
the Secretary of the Treasury and the Director, Bureau of the Budget to
attennd. He would also sxpect the Director, USIA, the Special Assistant
for National Security Affairs, the Executive Secretary of the NSC and the
Deputy Executive Sacretary of the NSC, to attand and sit at the table.

For agenda items which are ths subject of official interest, he
would expact the Attorney Genersl, Chairman, AEC and the Administrator,
NASA to sit at the table. la expressed his view that this should mean
that the Attornsy Gensral and tha Adminietrator, NASA would not find
it necassary to attend all regular meetings. Howaver, he folt that he
wished the Chairman, AEC to participate as regularly as his conveniance
and conscience dictated.

Particalarly with respect to tha Chairman of the AEC, tha Prseident
expressad the following views: In the context of modern and perspective
weapons systems, thare is very little in the way of defense palicy with
which the Chairman of the AEC is not concerned. Furthermore, becauss
of the apecial characteristics of the lagislation under which the AEC
oparates and because of the constant sffnrt of the Joint Congressional
Comiunittes on Atomic Ensrgy.to have & dominant voice in all mattera
pertaining to atamic energy, the President wishes to make every sffort
posaible to keep the Chairman of the AEC in the family of the Executive
Branch of the Covernment. Hs therefore is willing in varions ways to take
what might be considered unasual steps to ldentify the Chairmsn of the AEC i
with the formulation of national policy. Finally, he felt that men such as ¥
Mr. McCons came to Washington at a considerable sacrifice and with I
only the motivation of service and to appear to axciude them from the
high councils was sarmathing the President wished to avold.

With respect 1o thoss who attend regular NSC mestings bat do not
sit at the table, he rmde the following comments: ‘

Now that Arthur Larson has departed, he would not expect Mr.
Larson's successor to attend meetings. He said that he had never !
understoed why Larson bad originally been invited. He falt that the
Director, ICA, should coatinue to attend as long as Jimany Smith ecouplas |
that powition. He had not fully endarstesd pravieusly thet the Undes 'i'{.
Secretar+ f State for Ecomemic Affairs had succseded to the cosndinating 15
fenctior formeriy aesigned to ICA. Ha felt that the Special Assistamie A0
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for Atams for Peacs Program, Foreign Kconomic Pelicy, Scieace and
~thaelogy, and Security Operations Ceordination should attend regular
meetings and ait at the table when participating.

Ha had no objection to attendance as cbservers of the Assistant
to the President, the Deputy Assistant to the Presaident, the White
House Staff Secretary and the Presideat's Naval Aide.

The President felt that the foregoing would be appropriats for
genaral NSC meetings. However, he acknowledged the need for special
NSC mwetings, and gave me the following instruction:

When, after talking with the Becretary of Stats and/or the
Secretary of Defense, it was deemed by me that an item was of sufficient
sensitivity to justify a esparate mesting, he would wish ocne called with
notification caly to those who werse to attand. The meeting woald be
simply described as a special meating with the President. Upon the
convening of the meeting the Preeident would be asked whether he
considered thiy a special NS5C meeting and upon his affirmative reply
it would bs understood that the results of the meeting would become a
part of the official records of the National Security Council. At such
mestings ha would expect the statutery members, the statutory advisers,
the Secretary of the Treseury, the Special Assistant for National Security
Affairs and the Exscutive Becretary of the N6C. Others who might be
invited, dependiag uwpom the nature and character of the iterns ander
discussion, would be the Director, Beurean of the Budget, the Chairman,
AKC, the Special Aseistant for Science and Techuology, as well as other
officisls whose preseace might be fromm time to time required.

4. We then discuseed the Taiwan Straits situation. I raised the
question with the Presidant as to how long we should continue to
sncourage Chiang Kai-shek in the notion that we would support his
retarn 10 the mainlaad by forcs inasmach as it seemsd to mae that this was
oo longer a rsasonable possibility. The President said that Chiang
Kai-shek hoped that there weuld be disintegration from within Commmaist
Chiza snd that in the snsuing chaos ke would be in a position, with our
suppert, 0 move in and take over. He falt that this was a possibility and
was to be distinguished fromm sn attack by the Chinese Mationalists which
would reswuit in theair taking ever coutrol of the country. He believed
ss long as the firet possibility existed that it was impertant so maintain
the morale of Chiang aad his people.
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With respect to the Off-shore Islands, 1 axpressed my comcesrn
that we would not have the support of neutral countries, our alliss, or
indeed even poeaibly domestic public opinion If we engaged in hostilities
which promised to become wide-spread simply for the purpose of holding
on to the real estate. The President agreed with this in principle and said thnt,,
he had done everything he conld four years ago to prevent tha movement
of large numbers of troops to the Off-shore Islands. He indicated that he
had sent two of his most persuasive spokesmen {Walter Robertson and
Admiral Radford) who found Chiang adamant. He felt, however, that
another principls was involved and that was the protection of the symbol
of the free world. He felt that inasmuch as the Chinese Communists
themselves had by statement and action indicated that the forceabls '
capture of the Off-shore Islands was only a prelude to the forcesful capture
of Formosa, we would be compelied to assist Chiang if this became
necessary, to prevent loss of the Off-shore Islands by force. !

<

He did agree with the view that some honorable way out of the
Off-shore lalands dilemma was desirable. In this he indicated that

perhape his views as to mothods were somewhat at variance with the
Secretary of State's.

Gordoa Gray Q; ‘
Special Assistant to the President W
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