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(In approving these minutes, the Commission requested

that the transcript of this part of the meeting be used in lleu of

this section of the minutes as originally written.)
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COMMISSIONER LIBBY: I have to discuss one point. It seemed
fo me that our clean bomb announcement ran into some difficulties,
Various tempers flared, and so on about it. I just wonder
whether some form of new clean bomb announcement might not be wise
when it is made in such a way that is clearly not controversial.
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For example, it is commenly interpreted, Mr. Murray, that
do not go along with the clean bomb statement. But as I
understand your point, it was not that, but you had not be

properly consulted in preparation.

 

COMMISSIONER MURRAY; Both,

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: You don't believe there is a clear
bomb ?

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: That is a ridiculous statement.
course I do. The way you put it out, there are two thing:
was not consulted, The second was I wouldn't --

COMMISSIONER LIBBY: What I would propose is that we
a2 statement of fact about it out, to which we can all agre
about the fact, so that this questioning of the fact is
stopped, I think that this is a matter of information to
our people end to the would.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: I think it would be a good thi
try.

COMMISSIONER LIBBY: I am sorry to say that I don't |
any barticulcr mechanism. Another press release might be
way. If one of us were going to make a speech, that might

the way. I just don't know exactly how it should be mana;
But I think some time before too long --

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: I would not plan -o do this be
we got back.

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: I think if it is to be done, it si
be dene promptly.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: How da we sit down end consult
leave tommorrow?

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: Je certainly woyld not wake more
a day to consult on it, ‘We will be her@ tomerrcw,

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: This is one of these things on
last hour. I have some time to think about it. 7 am per
willing to consider any statement that Bill or you or any
else wants to prepare,

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: ‘le will draw one and send ‘t to y

COMMISSIONER LIBBY: How about circulating on2?

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: How soon do you want to nake t

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: Bill's thought was that it cought
right away,

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: What is your thought ?
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CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: I think the amount of attention that has
been given to it, and the statements that have been made by

people whe ought to know better that it was ridiculous, that it
was misleading, and that it was false ought to be corrected at
as early a date as we can do it.

COMMISSIONER LIBBY: I would like to have it corrected in
a non-controversial fashion, without reference to it, just as a
matter of getting the record straight, and making it clear that
there is no argument in the Commission on the fact, and just
generally make that completely clear. I think the sooner the
better. Maybe we could do it if there were draft announcements
circulated to us. If we can't agree, we will leave it to
September.

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: ‘WlLll you be here tomorrow?

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: I willl be here for a while. I am
not moving in a hurry that you have to get it out tomorrow
night.

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: Suppose the rest of us wish to do it?

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: Then you go ahead to do it, am?! I will
have the same chance to comment that I was not consulted,

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: You will not be able to say you were not
consulted,

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: Yes, I will.

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: ‘You probably will.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: I was not consulted properly and
given enough time to consider the situation. You bring this
thing up at 20 minutes ts seven on Thursday night, and we are
going to disband tomorrcw, and you want to get out a new state-
ment on a clean bomb thet is non-controversital,.

COMMISSIONER LIBBY: How about circulating? Could you draft
one? How about you drafiing it?

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: Yes, that is an idea.

COMMISSIONER LIBBY: And circulate it, It is not classified,
Je can put our serisbles on it.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: I would be willing to take a chance
to draft something.

CHATRMAN STRAUSS: That is fine.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: Sure.

CHATRMAN STRAUSS: 2 will walt here until you finish Lt
tomorrow.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: No, I will not do it tomorrow.

 



 

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: I will do one tomorrov.

COMMISSIONER LIBBY: I will not be here tomorrow.

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: ‘hen will we do it, when you come back?

COMMISSIONER LIBBY: How about circulating it in the mail?

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: It is cll right with me. Issuing or not
issuing it is all right with me. This was your suggestion, Bill
I thought it was a good one, I don't care. The misrepresenta-
tion will follow regardless of what we say. I would like to
get it out because I think tne record does need clarification.
We did say that operational factors had something to do with it,
which is vight, and that was seized upon as the whole secret of
this, thet we had not done a thing.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: Bill suggests that I try to draft one
and circulate it next woos,

COMMISSIONER VANCE: It didn't fool Dill Lawrence. lo got
it right. I would like to make this suggestion, which I
already made to Dr, Libby. I think Jf another is coming cut
on this subject that the best and most effective way to get it
out would be for Bill, who is going to California, to go up to
Berkeley while he is out in California, and deliver a speech
up there to some organization,

COMMISSIONER LIBBY: You flatter me,

COMMISSIONER VANCE: And let it be a scientific peosentation
and net an ordinary public release,

COMMISSIONER LIBBY: The trouble is that I don't have an
invitation to speak at the moment. I give & speech before the
Chemical Seciety in BDerleley on the 13th of August, I don't
know that is a good audicrce,

CHATRMAN STRAUSS: ° think if we oupht to do it at all, it
ought to be done promptly.

COMMISSIONER LIBBY: Suppose we consider a press releass
which Mr, Murray will dvort end circulate to us next week,

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: ALL right.

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: I will prepare one and I will circulate
it before that.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: I thought you were going to let me
do it.

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: I will circulate it before that and you
can have the benefit of my opus.

COMMISSIONER LIBBY: Fine.

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: I didn't say I would buy your draft.

COMMISSIONCR MURRAY: I appreciate that. Neither did I
say I will buy yours.

  



 

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: I know you won't. I am quite convinced

of it.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: Is this -1l tonight? How is it left?

COMMISSIONER LIBBY: I guess there are going to be two

drafts,

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: I want to find out whether I ain on
public notice whether a statement is going to be made and when,

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: You are on this public notice. 1 am by
law the spokesman for the Commission,

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: That is right,

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: This happens to be a matter which is in
the open. I could go out five minutes from now and make a state~
ment, if I wished to, and be completely in the clear, without
consulting anyway. I don't intend to do that, I never have.
You had an opportunity +29 be consulted at the last one. You
neft the meeting.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: I did not have an opportunity.

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: Let me finish. We sent for you,

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: You did not send for me,

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: That is a direct lie, We sent fr you
and neither you nor your messenger returned to the meeting.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: You did not send ror me. had no
idea, It vas not a Commicsion meeting.

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: Mr, McCool, did you haar Mr, Hallinan
told to notify Mr. Murrcy what we were discussing?

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: That last part, whav were you
discussing?

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: Did you hear it or not?

MR, McCOOL: I turned to Mr, Hallinan and suggested that
Mr, Murray should be here for the discussion,

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: Does that clear up that potrt”

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: Let me finish my statement.

Furthermore, you knew that a statement was to be male by
the President on the subject.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: No,

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: Wait a moment. It was read to you in

an executive sessicn in my office, and the minutes show it.
That is a fact in front of a stack of Dibles.
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COMMISSIONER MURRAY: I had notice th.t you intended to try
to get the President tc make a statement.

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: That is pight,

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: You read that statement into the

record,

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: That is right.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: You then reported back that somebody,
Sherman hdams or somebody, had determined the statement should not

be made by the President, and that 1s where it was left.

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: Yes,

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: No indication at all of what was
going to happen. ’

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: Then you left the meeting.

COMMISSTONER MURRAY: No, This was two days before,

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: At which I reported that it had been
decided at the White House that the statement was to be tmade by
me, and the statement was made by me.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: I doen't want to say as usual, but you
are just turning this thing around, I had no notice of it, and
you made no attempt to get in touch with me. You have ali kinds
of opportunities to eall me, to clear with me, I had left the
building.

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: And went home while we were still
iscussing business, Yeu said you were at home,g

u

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: That ls pight.

CHATRMAN STRAUSS: That is a fine way to discharge your
duties as 2a Conmmisstioncr,

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: That is fine. Did you ever do that?

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: Did Mp, Hallinan let you know?

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: No, He didn't know what the subject

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: Did he ask to get you back?

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: No. I was told Monday morning,

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: I weuld say that was a dereliction on
his part.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: I don't think it was at all, I stili
think he is a pretty good man,

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: I am sure you do. He serves you well,
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