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STATEMENT OF GLENN H. ALCALAY, FORMER PEACE CORPS
VOLUNTEER, TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

( Lot

Mr. Aicaray. T am & Peace (Corps volunteer who was on %
Atoll. I have submitted a written ~tatement I wish included in the
testimony. I would just care to say I am honored to be here on behalf
of these people and I ask the commuttee be as sympathetic as possible
when considering compensation and continued medical care for these
peopls in the context of human rights. President Carter, and his ad-
ministration, are very interested in human rights.

It should be pointed out these people’s human righits hiave been
violated as a byproduct of negligence on the part of this Government.
I think these people are continuing 1o suffer as u part of this negli-
gence T had & conversation »iith o of ihe doctors yesterday  He gave
the estimate— it 1s not clear how long these people are gomnyg to suffer.

Senator MeTzexsatn Would vonidentify vourself

Mr Awcatay Glenn Alcalay w toriner Peace Corps volinrecs

Senator Meizevsatd. Are vou <00 an e island ¢

Mro Arcainy Noo bjuscovarned frone rne Maashatt Foandge

Senator Merzessavma. We appree
ble in onder to be # Peace Corp- vol
pressed and I am sure those sentinent~ e <haved by inenibers of tha
commitiee a~ well as by the wdnvnsiragan Unfortunutels noniey doe-

our taking the tine and trou
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not always provide answers 1o wone of the croblen o o By
o do the best we canunder the 1 untanee
{The prepured statement of Mo vy fo
STefEMENT OF fiprc s~ AL yr - : I T T AR YT =
QR Tiis S .
celtelin; MY LiitHin s s B i i s 3jat-hn
siguds from i pervod of Marcb o oS e g 2 1 Pomerooed ooie T iviih Atab

fof ivwo Jedrr un o coopersitive ddyisor (v novis the Depurtoent of dgricnltys
W ihe Marshully distriety and ol o« o TESL cteaching Euglish o+ o second
ianguage) teacher

in the following pages I have svninrized some af the major dreas which 1
feel 1o be of Importance tu relation (o the 1 tirih people and thetr ongolng proh-
ielns &8 & conmequence of haviug becn inoadiated o the incident of March 1
1904

1. Pasychological effects of radiation om ! firtkese

(a) The people of Utlrik generally belleve that they are lving in g stil)
radioactive, environment, despite the individual phy=iclans’ and ERD A /Brook-
baveu's clalms to the contrary Thix luck of trust stems from the doctors telling
the people that “everything Is alright now' in juxtaposltion with an increased
number of radiation-related diseages in recent years.

(d) There is a family living In Utirik (Judu family) who was not residing on
Utirik Atoll at the tiwe of the incident on March 1. 1834. This family had been
living on adjacent Atluk Atoll, but did however accompany the rest of the re-
turning Utirikese back to their atoll following their three-month forced evacua-
ton to Kawnjalein Atol! after the incident.

Hince their return to Utirik in 1964, three people in this family—Juda. Mauno,
and Kiobedra—have contracted thyrold tumors that required surgical removal.
After having spent 2 years talking with this family on Utirik Atoll, I awm con-
vinced that this family sincerely belleves their maladies to be a direct result of
living on Utirik Atoll. eapecially since they returned with the Utirikese so soon
after the incident to an emvironnienut that still contained “poison” (radiation).
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The way the Beaate Bill 1102 is preseutly written, these people would Bot
receive compemsatien because of their mot haviang lived on Utirik Island an

(¢) There is a woman samed Arta (Rison) who was exposed to the radiation
in 1904 Bhe expressed her foars to me that since she received “psieoca” (raudia-
tion), and siace her children have all suckled from her Lreast, that now her
chiMren will have received “polwen™ in their Lodies also, despite the fact that
they didn’t receive direct exposure to the radiatioa.

(é) During the March 1977 ERDA/Brookhaven survey, four mew thyrold
woduies were found in the nonexpessd Utirik group. Despite flat denials by the
examiniag physicians that these are a resuit of lingering radiation in Utrik, the
roﬂ--nmvhcd that these new cases are alao & result of the radiation ol

Jtirik. Whether these four new cases are indeed related to lingering radioactivity
an Utirik or sre merely caimcidengsl ai unrelated to padiption, the Utirlk
peopls think that these new cases are a
falnnd- - - -

(e) Many women I spoke with during my 2 years on U'tirik sxpressed fears of
«ither increased infertility or an increase in the number of stillbirths and miscar
riages. Several women also expressed their fear of giving hirth ngain te “grapes’
as 30 many of them had done Immediatsly following the incident in 1954 despite
‘he tact that BRDA's physiciaus have continually toid them not to worry about
these problema

Bnvironmenial sffects of rediation on /tirik

&, The people of Utirik are convinced that there are ianring effects of the
radiation The arrowroot (“mokmok”) stalks of Utirtk are wmuch shorter thau
before. and the people feel that this is a result of the radiation I had a recent talk
with the director of agricuiture for the Marshall Islands District (Liki) and
although he permsonally felt there to be no relationghip between the Jamiged
arrowroot on Utirlk and the radiation, be did relate an interesting conversgtinn
ae had bad with Dr Conard mi Bikini Atoll in 18864 following the incident Likt
telis me that Dr Conard asked that three things he pluced on the ‘probibited liat
tollowing the incident in 1804 1: A certaln species of roef Anh 2V the coconut

ab . considered a delicacy by the Marshallene! and 3 arromroot It i interest
‘ar that arrowroot «bne of the prolibited itemns wicording o Dr Conard s
“wlleved (o be premenily damaged ss a regult of rthe ~»dinrés - the minds ol the
urk people

9} There are a few mulani sirains of breadfruit and owuinid (rees on Uiirk
‘sland and slthough theas may {ndeed he randou wwutation and vnrelaied to the
adistion the people of 'tirik are convinced (hai ihese mutations are directly
related to the radiatioa

‘¢} The important point bere 15 ihat the peopie of 1 Itrik sincerely believe that
these effects are a result of the radiation, whether or not these effecta are indeed
the result of the radiation

111 Physiological effcots of rediation on Utirikcac

(a) It is madically accepted that there are rerious phvsiolozical 11leffects in
the Utirtk people. however there i still some quention nhout the character and
extent of thewe effects. Eg . thyrold tumors are continuing to manifest after
28 years. | think it i instructive to look at Dr Conard'x own words In hir 20-
year medical report where he states on page 75 “* * * That the thyroid effects
may not yet be manifest.” This ahould be kept in mind when connidering the
qoestion of compenaation snd continwed medical treatment for these people. It
is ratber curious that a cut-off date of 1987 for compennation wan included In
the Benate bill, and the “full mettlement” clause Included In the House bill in
ligsht of as imdefinite prognosis and increased number of radiation-related
dleraden.

() Two people from Utirik were air-evacuated after the March 1077 medical
survey revesled suspected cases of skin cancer. I would like to know If these
two peopie did indeed manifest skim cancer as nuspected MMy curionity stems
from the msation by Dy Comard ou pame seventy-three of his tweaty vear ined!-
al report hat Lhare may be inctdonce of late-accurring skin cancet as a result
of 1he rodistion

t of the limgering radiation om thelr - —
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(¢) Life shortening is a manifestation of a dysfunctioning thyruid gland
There were some cases of stunted growth om Rongelap Atoll following the fnet-
dent of March 1. 1¥64, and [ am wondering If either of these two probletos are
coutinuing todav. ‘

(d) Winton Kel, the son of two Uririk exposed persons who was born three
years after the incideut bhas receatly been operated ou for a wallguaut thyroid
tumor. The burden of proof appears to Ue with the doctors that Winton's malig-
mancy was unrelated to genetic inheritance. ‘

Senator Mrrzzxsaun. Congressman Balos, 1 am about to wind up
this hearing. _ . .

Mr. Bavos. Mr. Chairman, I would like to point out we have u gen-
aral statement that was submitted earlier. but lecause of certain de
celopments we would like to_revise it for the record ut alnter da!g
an the bill before us, section 2 under Senate bb-H 92, Uw _sw-nnn“!y'
ainended 1o say el person e awarded the woovanun o700 e A
feel this would be a comparuble sum awarded toa citzer = thor th
1 nited States

Another section be ainensded to award tor cad adiotio - .

senator METZLNBAUM. | #iu BOPTY. Lolgiesstinin b e &Rothe!

smmitment sn 5 ooomutes Tust be there

Mr Baros [ would ke to subnntat for the o ot

Senator Merzevaavy We certainiy appresate vons oy 0 B
appreciate the presence of all who fiave voine 1ong Lanves vaos
with us here this morming » o _

Is the Department comnatted to full smaplencntarias f g
program in o whieh the Congress of Micronesia hins bt tis veais

Mrs. Vay Crrve 1ess my anderstind g s

Senator Mrirsbapai x Wil VUL I e s
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