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COMFENTS AND RECOMMERDATIONS £Y THE IRRSHALL ISLANDS ADVISURY GROUP.
: . : , - 40 1RO
The [firatall Is]ands Advisary Eroup provides the faﬂrming comuentg
and recomnendations en issyes discussed ot a meezing oa {(cfober 3-4, -
1978 concerning the cleanup énd rensbilitztion of tuewetak Atoll.

1. Plonting ef Cnmnut-Tmes cn Northern Islands of Enewstak

The vamry Group. mncuro with the O0F Jotter of Septmrber 239
to Vice Admiral i R. fLsame from L. J. Oeal. -
- A final decislon.cancerning the pnmi*sfb]e degree of occupancy
of thn noréhern isiands com b rade caly afitor conciusion of the
presunt clegmup efiort 2nd after acouisition of additional fidormition
on appifcoble Hving KrHits T7d foud chains and tha movement of
radfonuciides sush as vSp, 19008, L5500 and 2410m through thess fand
- chalas. Pendfnn this evaluation 1% wsuid ba unforizinate iT sizps were
o telen that would encourspge the Enewefak pegple to bslicwe that x
- decisien b*d alvezdy been made, (We assume that it ks oot heen
stated or roalad o U peepie tiat ghey can expect 1: eaTIrT T
the Korthers Isisnds at the completien of fde cleamyi ¢riove. ). This

' 15 garticuioely copent In viey of Ghe unfortumte amervencs 2 Bikind,

T Thot experionce Suooesty it coconuts orowun o G eel *m 5 ionds
- might not be enfinble fer humna celdsumr Ten snd- paid - s Ladtobie
far copia procuction. To plavd cocomut ~yoes am U0 Lo neTn islands .
ek ghie time mi it tharefore, oovire ¢ @%;‘f ey foture o ostvection,
.. which eould have unforwrate «ow _‘ Slgls.  Alrnncivedy v oy trt
- venuire vestyictiany thelr censuipl (m, 1of n:‘z the BUiipd eperdcca -
mu'ﬂd fedicate o be ingffectivon  Thavaiure, T 0V wisory l;mua -
Yecommenss that cnconuts nes e pimtai Row and thae Jecisioss to _
plent o the future be «..ﬁe\,,aﬁ uzxtﬂ Jusa assammts ~d evafustiums

2. memm Guidsnce for Sulisurface Ccntaﬂﬁmtian L -

In scma a‘itumtfcms, such.as ﬂme Lith the m&suﬁm cantamination
at Doker snd ijmi it is uet ax wrwrmte o ropiy a ganeric
. plan such as the cnoroation plom.  Insfead, ih sitmations as well
T -defingd as tise, $¢€ s Iottor $9 renily on Jwdsmois dpecivic o .
those situations. We wnuld, fhovefore, vecommemd izt the {dentified
pockefs of comtronination gn Bckon be yomoved amd €Ak the ceonizmination

"o Enjebd be left, unless furthor dofinition of ha subsuriace pucknts mmcaue

pocits estconding 150 plifom.  Consid=yatien shouid he givem to
removal of the asphait under the soil oo Enjebi so thnt vegetation =
will grow. Yith vegard ¥ tha fdanen Crypé, the Advisory Groun
_wonld be pleased $0 revicw any plan propused by the UGE or diG.
“Bosed on. the vew data mude availobie ©o us and gur observations -
~durfnp our visit; ve continug o beifeve it i3 ew-engineering 7
* problem that can be kandled Ly Col. Ueuchspfes. Removal of tha .
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buried material and burial in the sea or in the Cactus Crater

seems to e logical. Where the OPLAN conditions are inadequate to
fully represent the situation, or where it is unclear how the
conditions are to be applied, the Advisory Group believes that
situation-specific judgments should be exercised by the DOE technical
staff at Enewetak in conjunction with the JTG.

. Enjebi Experimental Garden Plot

During the course of several meetings the Group has had the
opportunity to refer to data that might be obtained from the
.garden plot on Enjebi. During its visit to the atoll in August

the group briefly visited the plot. The Group has the impression
that the garden has considerable potential for providing information
on the relationships between radionuclides in soil and edible crops.
Such information is of paramount importance in making informed
recommendations about the future use of the northern islands of
Enewetak Atoll and the return of the Marshallese to these islands.

Based on our limited information concerning the garden plot and
on our visit to it, we are particularly concerned that the garden
will not be able to provide the information needed in a timely
manner.

The group strongly recommends that the role of the garden plot

as a part of an overall integrated plan for making radiological
assessments be carefully evaluated. If the plot has a key role,

it should be clearly defined and adequately supported to carry

out its mission. This should include consideration of an alternate
location in the event logistics problems are insurmountable

after the JTG effort is completed.

Plowing Experiment

A review of preliminary data from the plowing experiment suggests
that plowing decreased the potential for resuspension of plutonium
since the plutonium in the surface soils appeared to be nearly
uniformly mixed with all of the plowed soil. Thus, plowing
probably would reduce the amount of plutonium that could be
inhaled. However, while plowing might reduce the health risk
~from inhaled plutonium, the possibility remains that p]owin%

could increase the availability of 90sr, 137Cs, 239%Pu and 2%1Am

to plant roots. To comment further on plowing, the Advisory Group
requires comparative data on the levels of 905y and 137¢Cs, 239Py and
241Am in plowed and unplowed soil and on the uptake of these
radionuclides in plants grown in the plowed and unplowed so1l.
Dose assessments for the two conditions could then be obtained

and used in determining the benefits of plowing with respect to
.rehabilitation of the Northern Islands.

PE USRIt e o T 4

BITIYN

TR DARTNNRACRr IR SN ET L gy Ses Ry SAIISTIPSH MR ST D FTIPON

LM AR 1e 0 T onr, ac - e 3 SOt SNt

poiad e o 3o0 e e Y

ST TSR TR R T

re——




