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ERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS
OFfFICE OF THE HICH COMMISSIONER--

in reply refer to:

S BEST COPY AVAILABLE MAY 6 1954

Yajor General P. W, Clarkson

Commander, JointTask Force Seven

APO 187 (HOW), ¢/o P.M,

San Francisco, California (Inter-Island)

Dear Genersl Clarkson:

Dr. John Bugher, Director of Division of Biology and Medi-
cine, Atomic Energy Commission, conferred with my staff on Monday,
May 3, during his brief stopover here en route to his headguarters in
Vashington.

He informed us that the Utirik people will be able to return
to their home atoll as previously scheduled following the compls tion of
the current testing operations, provided that inspections reveal ab-
sence of radioactive materials in quantity injurious to health.

Dr. Pugher could not give us a definite date of return, but we assume
that it will te sometime in June a&s previously planned.

He 21so informed us that the earliest date of return of the
Ronzelap people, considering safety factors, wauld e at least six
months from this date; but for planning purposes it wauld be best to
operate under the assumption that they would te away from their home
for one year in order to afford a sufficient margin of safety.

Dr. Bugher plans periodic inspections by AEC msdical person-
nel of the Rongelap people in their new location as well as after re-~
turn to their home atoll, and the Trust Territory agrees to coopsrate
in making these inspection tri»s possitle with a minimum of inconvenience.
Dr. Bugher recognized that from the tire of relocation the operating
authority will be the Trust Territary, although costs arising in con-
mection with the Rongelap as well as the Utirik people will e borns bty
the AEC. He shared our thought that the necessary lozistic services will
require drawing upon the reswurces of the Navy.

Ve have disscussad the few possidle relocation sites for the
Ronzelap people at length, taking into consideration the advantages and

disadvaniages of each possilbility f{rom the point of view of lo istics,
ESrDOE AR{IAVE&dical care, and the sociological and psycholozical ef-
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Ejit, Enearij, and Pegarian in Majuro Atoll are the most desirable sites
for relocation of the Rongelap zroup for the following reasons:

(1) Owned by the Goverrment.
(2) Rent would not have to be paid.

(3) Political factionalism and intrigue and the gquestion of
land title and chiefly authority waild not te invelwed.

(L) Contiguity to the civil sdministration area on lMajuro,
but not immediately in the ares, making medicdl and
logistic support and close administrative supervision
possible while holding undesiradle social effects to a
minimim.

(5) Accessibility to naval and medical person-el from kwaja-

lein; vse of the hospital at Majuro would be possibdle
for AEC medical personnel.

(A} Good anchorsge and fishing poientialities.

(7) A more typical native setting physically, ecolo:ically, and
cuvlturally, than tre other possible sites; partial reliance
on native resources as supplement to recessary lo;istic
support would te feasible.

(8) Despite small size of Ejit (8 hectares, 2 ares), large
enough for number of buildin.s conlemplated; Enearij and
Pecarian (2 hecteres each) could be used to locate the
animals now being contracted fer.

(9) The istands ars well covered with itrees providing desirable
and pleasant setting. BEST AVA‘LABLE OOPY

(10) Prodmity to friends and relatives in Majuro Atoll would
prevent a feeling of isolation.

(1) Although this possible siile of reloccation has noi yet heen
discussed with the Rongelap pzople, it is btelieved that
it would be agreeadls to them on a temporary basis.

Dr. Bugher states that he foresees no difficulties in the choice
of this site so far as AEC is concerned.

-’b"OE ARCHIVES
Necessary buildinz arrangerents and requirerents hive been dis-
cussed with Kr. Tobin, District Anthropologist in the liarshalls, vho con-
sulted on this subject with the Maristrate and the leacers of the Rongszlap
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groaup prior to his departure for Beodquarters., 1t is thought that the
building rzquirements will consist of shest metal roofs and sawed lumber
for houses and public buildin~s and comcrete for cisterss. The buildings,
with the exception of the cook house, sho:ld te floore d and raised 2 feet
above grovnd level.

Buildin~s Needed Svecifications

(1) Ckurch 2nd school hovse Apnrox. LO'™25'x10' height
(2) Dispensary and medical stcreroom " 1SH»3a5'xiof "

# (3) Storeroom o 20'x10!

# (L) Cook house " 30'%20'x10’ 1

# (5) Mecsing house " Lotxho'x1ot

(A) Letrires (2t least 8) " S'x 7'x 7+ "

(7) Drelling houses (15) o 20'xas'xagr "

(8) Cisterns (concrete and wood) To te figured 1 ter

% Under one roof.

Sleeping platforms may be added later to thehouses if neces-
sary to increase living space. A porch shoxld be built onto tre {ront of
each hou® to provids shade and to cool the interior. The houses should
be well ventilated with sufficient windows provided with wooden shutters
which may be drooped in rainy weatrer. Screening is unnecessary. It is
understood that Holmes and Narver will vndertake aXl of this construction.

1t is recommended that a l:nding craft type ship be used to
transport materials for construction of the necessary buildings, Cisterns
should %e constructed first in order to commnce sterage of water as somm

as possible. It should te feasible to recruit labor at Majuro. Dr. Bugher
recorrendsd that the Rongelap peonle not be used for hzavy lador for redi-

cal reasons. DOE ARCHIVES

Dr. Kiesenberg, Stalf Anthropclogist st HiComTerPacls, will
accompany Mr. Tobin to bKwajalein and hajuro soretime rext week in order
to consult with officisls concerned and to as:zist in making the necessary
arrancerents. They will he availa~le to assist in planning construction

by Helmes and Narver, 2nd it is suzgested that a member of that Company rendezvo:s

with therm at Kkwajalein to proceed to Majuro for at least an overnight stay.
1t is thorght the Rongelap Magistrate and elders should accompany this
party in order to insure that site planinz conforws with their desires and
needs.
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Sincerely yours, -0 R

. P . . P 'f.'-' °, o .. .j.“ - e . - .
- - - _ v - .\ j..-"'~'- P P . o~ e -_f; o _ :(

) Frank E. Midkiff T

. . High Commissioner C

District Agministrator, Marshalls
Distad Rep Ebeye

Agmiral Clarke, Kwajalein
Mr, Villiam Cq Strand, Wash-

Dr. John Bugher, AEC, Vash. /




