ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON 23, D. C.

79040

April 25, 1952
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To facilitate plamning for military partieipation and suppors of .
atomie tests, the Comnission wishes to inform the Committee of 1its
curreat plans for future full-socale wespons test operaticns, Three
separate and distinct series will be discussed in this letter.
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A sumzary of plans for IVY was forwarded ta you by
our letter of Cetoder 29, 1961, together with a eopy
of AEC 483/1. Since that time the Commission ataff and
AEKC contractor personnel have continued to work with Joind
Task Foroe 132 and Arxmed Forces Special FWeapons Project . .
toward IVY and have participated ia drawing up & mutuslly *
acceptable technical program. Three changes im the corie
ginad conoceps have devhloped. Firad, we now plam to svacuate - .- -
21l persomnel from the Atoll prior to the thermonuclear (MIKZ) )
shot, singe the safety of the firing party Lf left ashore
is doubtful, Second, the high-erficiemncy, high yleld
(400-600 KT) fission device (EIEG shot) is scheduled te ———
follow the MIXR shot; eonditions fellowing MIXR permittiag,
Third, unavoidable delays to date im exglneeriag, fabriocate =
ing, s=d procuring materisls fer the cryogenie asnd other - ‘)

\

technical spparatus have forced & change in scheduled shot
date for MILR from Ogtober 1 te November 1, 1962,
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Conzideration has deen givem to csundueting another fulle

scale test operatioa (UPSHOT) st the Fevada Proving Groumd

follewing TUMBLER-SHAPFER. #e had tentatively planned te

conduet UP3ii0T {n the Fall of 13534 It has recently beem

deterained that UPIHOT eamug) de oondusted prior to the early

Spring of 1983, A target date for the beginniag of the

operation is February 1, 1953, These plans, however, mus§ Lo L
remain subjest to change in the eyt of wnerpected devslope peweis &
/gm Devices for tuting dnring UPSHOT have ao% been come Ariiaprer
pletely deternined at this time, ) -
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From tins to tine various Depsrtment of Defense agencies
concerned with operstional probleas connected with Pacifie
Proving Grounds tests have raised informslly ths questiom
of the approximate date of whatever operation is planned

for that area following IVY,

Inesnuch a8 you may wish te

bring this matter to the attention of the Join$ Chiefs of
Staff for necessary support planning purposes, it is our
opinion that a date of approximately September-October 195§
represents the best zuess that can be made &% this tirme for

occupsney of Eniwetok Atoll following IVY,

CASTLE is the

code nene assigned to the series of atomioc tests at the

Pacifie Preving Grounds in the Fall of 1983,

% will keep the Committee informed in any changes in ths above plans,

S8ingerely yours,

UNITED STATES ATOMIQ ENERGY CQaLISSION

Horcrable Robert LeBaroa
Chairzan, Military Liaison Comni ttee
to the Atomle Energy Commissioa

CCs:; Chief, AFSWP
Manager, SFO (2)
’/Direetor, LASL
J-Division Leader, LASL
JIP-132
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