
D
A
T
E

p
o
e
!

o
c
.

ft b
s
e

LZA

C
O
N
F
I
R
M
E
D
T
O
Rf

LI
NC
LA
SS
IF
IE
D

£

 B
Y
A
U
T
H
O
R
I
T
Y
O
F

C
o

R
E
V
I
E
W
E
D
BY

¥ErI ACE . an oy 2 “¥

 Ciibalsessty) (
HEADQUARTERS

TASK GROUP 7.1
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U. S. Atomic mergy Commission Collection
washington 25, D. C. ,

, Box 3366

Dear Gordon: .
PoldcrM@4S 3-8 Mamtinoe +FarcoytT
   
 

Thank you for your complimentary letUen.The msintenence of records at JY
an operation leaves much to be desired and it entails the lergest work
load of the unit. We have been studying methcds to improve present
dosinetry practices and hope that by experience we can improve and simplify

the system presently used at the Nevada and Pacific Preving Grounds,

Two conspicuous deficiencies were noted during the operetion:

a. Ina widely dispersed operation, cortrol rust be exerted through
the use of self-reading pocket dosineters -- but these dosimeters should
reflect film badge dusage, should be operstive in areas of high moisture
and under ruused usage, and should be easily; ~ainteined and reraired. At
Castle we were hindered by creap and unreliable pocket dosimeters as well
as hign loss rates,
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& continued to work in a ccntaninated area without respite.
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nanelysis cf exposures reveals 23 exposures in encess of ler
he 3exposures cf Task Group 7.1 were military jerscennel of a

wio were assessed readings on the basis of cne film badge left i
or norgerik Atoll curing 2 period oF radioactive set

is believed tc be 40 - 45 roentzsens.
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Three TG 7.2 boat operators returied film beczes reading $5, 95 and 9
roentsens. Cur investigation indicated their activities dic net substantiate
these hich exposures and left their ectuel exnosure subject to question.
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Gordon HM. Dunning -2- 29 July 1954

“Three members of YAG 39 and YAG 40 returned film badges reading 13.5,
55 and 135 roentgens. Investigation revealed that the badges had been
left aboard these experimental ships during radioactive fall-out and do not
reflect their true exposure. It is to be ncted that the unit encountered
badge tampering in three organizations located at Bikini for the longest

period (TG 7,3 and 7.5). ae

Eleven Task Group 7.4 weather station personnel on Rongerik Atoll received «et
exposures approximating 40 roentgens and one weather reconnaissance pilot Se
received 17 roentgens. These first exposures are considered to be the ae x
highest actual exposures encountered by JTF Seven personnel during Castlea68 ce

eB
Two members of Task Group 7.5 exceeded twelve roentgens due to extended ww om

work in contaminated arees and equioment. One individual accrued his
exposure due to the fact that he went to sleep aboard a highly contauinated
LCT that wes being transported back to Eniwetok aboard the Belle Grove.
This exposure was an avoidable exposure that resulted from the uncontrolled

"roll-up" of eauipment from Bikini.

The great bulk of Task Force exposures between 6 and 12 roentgens are due_
to the Navy ship decontaminaticn project and the Air Force cloud sampling
project. ‘Whether the value of the decontarination project justifies the
exposure or rot, I cannot judge, but without these two projects the operation
could have easily been completed with exposures of less than 6.0 roentgens. “”

a1:anclosed you will find a tatmleticn cf exposures listing numbers of personnel
rather tian percentages,

I ax. being ordered to the Cormand and General Staff School for a period of
10 months and, before lecving, sould like to express my aprreciation to
you enc Tr. Eugher for your complete ccoperétion. After the school I hope
tc rebern to be the first radiological safety officer to sar ti.at he nad
ne overexposures Curing a test operation,

Sincerely yours,

mr. oT CeeingIT
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Tabulation of Exposures

Task
Group OQ - 2R 2-1 4 - 6R 6 - 12R Over 12R

7.1 882 281 108 26 3

722 521 21 9 0 0

7.3 4,935 896 211 105 6”

7.4 629 67 35 16 HZ k%

75 1,044 175 186 Wy 2

Hqse 9 0 0 0 0

Total 8,101 1,440 549 161 23-77

“Corrected for error of addition,

' ’

o
e

 

Total oss
« cs g

1,300 at ns gv?

ereOO VSP
55u WS ¢AS

6,153

759 Ts

1,421

90 —-

10,27H% 2B:
ax

/}


