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Prior to the holding of weapon tests at lnlwetok 1n the 3pring of
1948, a danger area vas established embracing an arss 200 nautical
miles east and west and 150 nantlical miles north and south, centered
on Enivetok, The area was established by the State Department
notifying the chiefs of all foreign diplomatic missions and by the
Atomic Fnergy Commission requesting the Chief of Naval Operations
and the Air Coordinating Committee to notify mariners and airmen,
and 1tself notifying the general public through the medium of a
Press release,
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Since our current planning contemplates the re-use of Enlwetok as a
proving ground, it is considered desirable from the standpoint of
public relations and securlity to continue in force the danger ares
beyond its present date of expiration of December 31, 1948 until
further notice., At the time of establishirg the danger arca Ifor

1948, the State Department was not willing to extend the duration

of the prescribed denger area beyond one calender year, This
limitation was desired by the State Department in order to avoid the
international implicatlion that the United States was restricting the
free use of the high seas, and further becsuse the State Department
desired to avoid possgible adverse international reactiona., The State
Department is now willing to concur in the indefinite extension in
point of time of the danger area., Thelr willingness is based upon
their desire not to invite the attention of all nations anmially to the
fact that we are using Bniwvetok as an atomlc weapon proving ground and
alsgo upon the fact that no adverse international reactlon was
experienced as a result of Iast years! announcement of the danger area.
The Military Liaison Committee hag indicated that the National Military
Tstablighment concurg."'iig.?"the contiiénce of the danger area for an
indefinite period. . ' ‘
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The indefinite extenpiqnlgyaghe danger area is concurred in by tﬁg o Y
Public and Technical lnformation Serviece and the Office of the Gendral N
Counsel, R ' ' » *
It 1s requested that the-Director of the Divislon of Military Applicatlion X

be authorized to proceed with'effecting those notifications necessary %o
the contimuance of an Iniwetok danger area beyond December 31, 19U3.for
an indefinlite time in the future, _ o
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