CLASSIFICATION CANCELLED
BY AUTHORITY OF DOE/

. O

B»B% T M. Swetiman ul\o\‘kﬁo

Dear Mr, LeBaron:

It has become evident in the conduct of tx
planning for fuiture overseas tests that in
at EZniwetok Atoll to per-it firin-~ more ¢

vice there during COperation CASTLE.

Similarly,
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e IVY operation and in
g:ifficient land area exists
nan ons very hich yield de-

present estimates of

the dangers resulting from detonating verv iion yleld cevices are such

as to require the Joint Task Torce to plin =v
base complement durins cach such shot, a cumb

cedure.

caation of the iniwetok
cersone and e vensive pro-

Since the CASTL® program as presently conceived requires land area
for possibly three such sihots, the Comiission on [eptember 11, 1952,
approved the use of Bikini Atoll in cennection with the CASTLE pro-

gram under the program as now conceived:

1. &Eniwetok Atoll will contimue to be the main base of operations
as well as the normal location for relatively low yield experi-
mental detonations,. and as necessary anrd practicable for high

yield detonations,

2. Bikini Atoll wil: be used to supplement tniwetok by serving as
site for cetonations, particularly for those which may inflict
considerable damage on the .niweitok base or other slot island
fecilities there, or whers it is pos:=ible by usze of Bikini to

avoid evacuation of niwetox.

The urgency of the situation with resard to time necessitated certain
preliminary preparatbory steps on the assumpiion of Jepartment of

Defense concurrence and support.

The Cormission informed the Uepart-

nent of Interior of our intention to send a preliminary party to

Bikini about October L, 1952,
our plans develop,

‘e have also

This informaiion will be amplified as
anthorized the

anta e Onerations

Office, inited “tates Atomic _nergy Commission, to proceed with the
beachhead phase of construction at pikint.

We request lepartment of iefense concurrence in, and support of,
overseas operations under this proposed program.
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e should like to note here that the Final installation at Bikind
w#ill in no sonse duonllicate the maln baso at ‘niwetok. Tt wlll be
essentinlly & roun of shot sitos similor Lo beose in e outlylng

Lolands at rnivebok, farther removed .ocausc of the inereased size
ol dovices beins tosted., Uhile thers st be a small bagse casap in
addition to ths g0t lsland facilivi g af distance o

nivwatol, we intend 16 to be on tue ainimn necagsary Lo sup-
cort the ghot slies dovelopsd there, with tenpovary and ;grlabli
eoalpaont wased to maxlaam extent. Tt i noped ohis approach will
peralt neardy all ikinl facilities to e roturnod to "niwebok
dnring the inter-test perlod.
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- e trust also that this information will be of assistance Lo the
‘epartnont of Tefense 1n consicering the ntuaninﬂry ragport on
atlitary suprort for CATTLI dated Lweust iy 1972, presented by the
tomander, Jolnt Tesk Yorce 132. ’

Sincerely yours,

DRI CTATRD ATOMTC ONRGY COMMTSSTON

Honorable Robert LeBaron
Chairman, Wilitary Liaison Commlttee
to the Atomic Fnerpy Commission ,




