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1622557 - Mpr, Straugs recalled “he Presidentts instructions to the AEC

8

. to reduce, ir poosidlie, the number of shots scheduled for Operation
HARDTACK to less than 25, He sald the Commlsslon wished to dilscuss
with the MLC the schedule for the test serles and attempt to
ellminate some of the shots, General Stzrblrd +then reviewed with
the aid of charts the 18 devices scheduled by the AEC, and the 3
contingency devices which arc to be ready for testing if some of
the other shots do not functlon properly,

Colonel Lay descrlbed wlth the use of slides the flve shots
requested by the DOD for the test serles, Three of the five, he
said, would be hlgh altitude detonations and the other Lwo would-

be underwater bursts designed for naval use, The high;alt‘
shots to be detonated from rockets, Colonel Lay said, are
to provide information 1n three major categories; (1) weapdh

effects data for anti-ICBM missiles (2) data on neutron fluxecs at

high altitudes, and (3) the ability to detect nuclear detonation

o-be detonated at 125,000 feet and 250,000 Peet and "inquire
whether i1t would be possible to obtain all the information needed
from the 250,000 foot shot alone, He pointed out that off-site
fallout would be reduced by approximately two megatons if the
125,000 foot shot were eliminated,

General Loper replied that in order to determine the gffects
of detonations at these high altitudes 1t 1s necessary to know

““’thefeffects from.at least two ‘shots so that effects:da

' W1th only one shot, this would .be:im

acc rately plotteu.
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ne said., It.is important, he pointed out, to learn the best:

Bl

L altitude av which to engage enemy ICBM!s, Mr, Strauss remqg&géi
that 1t might be best to engage them at an altitude of 250,000
feet rather than lower since more fallout would remain in the
curaunephere thisn from shots detonated at a lower albitude,
General Jw2er pointed ouf that an anti-mlssile system
aesigned to detonate at 250,000 feet would be much more costly
thar one designed %o detonate at 125,000 feet, He alsc said in
response to a commer® by Mr. Strauss that there is not enough
vime to develop for Operation HARDTACK a weapon system of lower
rield which could be detonated at these high altitudes, The
Redsvone rocket is belng used, he sald, because 1t 1is thevgp}xmw
tested weapon at the present time which can be detonated at'héié
of 125,000 to 250,000 feet.
‘,;A General Loper observed that the DOD had no officlal knpgi;
edge of instructions from the President to limit off-site fallou
to any specific amount, In several recent conVersations, Mr,

Strauss sald, the President had not insisted upon a ‘definlites7

limitation but had urged that 1t be kept to a minimum,
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The Commissioners briefly discussed with the members
5the MLC the date for beginning Operation HARDTACK. General Lo;
indicated that the DOD hoped to begin its five weapons effects
tests on April 15, 1958, Mr, Strauss said that in view of the
adjournment of the London dlisarmament discussions, the possibil

of a test moratorium in 1958 was eﬁ%ramahfﬁﬁhhﬁﬁ&:wgibSS -
likely./ > Therefore, he sald-he beliceved there was now no’
- urgency about bcginning the tests early in 1958, and 1nd1catcd
~would not begin teuting 1ts devices prior to May 1. 7{4:’€'




