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THE SECRETARYOFDEFENSE

MLISSFED
From MB ~S

Dear Mr. McCone:

  

As a corollary action to the reorganization of the Depart-
ment of Defense, itis expected that new terms of reference now

under consideration will extend the current functions of the Armed

Forces Special Weapons Project to provide for a greater consoli-
dation of the activities of the Department of Defense in the field of KN

atomic weapons. In consideration of the present test moratorium, ae ¥

and the uncertainties as to the special conditions which may dictate | i oy 3;
the nature, scope and locations of future tests if testing should be Sf

 

resumed, the advisability of maintaining Joint Task Force Seven Je 1 ON S

on a permanent basis becomes questionable. It seems probable [ee AHS
that significant economies might accrue through transfer of the jets . 4 \

Task Force to the Armed Forces Special Weapons Project under ae ose Seay ~
the new terms of reference. On the other hand, the possibility SE2 Bee

iva

that future tests might have to be conducted on very short notice tal
jal?  

 

argues for the maintenance of a Joint Task Force on an active ee — $
status. hs ba

tke Os.
In recognition of the mutual concern in matters which may ER, \\ |

affect U.S. test capabilities, I would propose that the Atomic 7 ne '
Energy Commission join with the Department of Defense in study- EBS wo i

ae !
een_Cipationatomictestscan beprope rlyandeffectivelyrelatedto

AECresponsibilities in such tests,the properorganizationto
“conduct future tests,,and the adequacyofofexisting Atomic“Energy

Commission“Dagarinent|ofDefense agreements thatpertaintto

‘testing, I believe theChief,ArmedForcesSpécialWeapons
“Project, the Commander, Joint Task Force Seven, and your

designated representative would constitute an appropriate study

geome (*4 [ B deat atol(o

i jivi af - eggaie

\ Wad TF; yeag an

 
{

ing the,various ways by which military responsibilitiespariiz [3
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I would appreciate your views on this matter and,
Subject to your concurrence, the designation of your representative

to the study group.

Sincerely yours,

DEPUTY

Honorable John A. McCone

Chairman,

U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
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