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11 Years After Pacilie Biase |
H-Bomb Fallout Damage
" Appears in Test Vietims

By Howard Simons
Washington Post Staff Writer

- A significant number of Marshall Islanders are only

now-—11 years latcr—beginning to show thyroid. gland

| damage after heing accidentally drenched with radio-'
active fallout from an American II-bomb test in the!

Pacific. : v T T
The finding of latent dam-g&ﬁgigﬁlm‘;‘;‘gg o evidence of
age, according‘ to thel Qv of the thyroid victims'
Government doctor in chargejhave undergone . successful
oi ircating the islanders for;operations. _ : i
thyroid damage, means that: Dr.  Coard sald he was
. hopeful that addjtional cases,
atomic experts now must re-]of thyroid 1umors among the:
vise upwards their esum,ateslcxposed natives can be avert-
of the hazard from short‘hvedied through treatément with a
radioactive debris. This is theisynthetic thyroid hormone
kind of fallout, such as ra-  ,u peing given to the Island-|
cdioactive iodine, that occursiers ;
mostly near an atomic blast! 4 . Aimad
and gets into the human body| The - Bro?khayen }ntdxcalt
¢ &' ¢ al scientist also is anxious to
through food and drink. learn whether the -hormone!
_Moreover, said Dr. Robertif.atment will have any effecti
Conard in a telephone inter-|,, the apparent link between
view, there is some evidence ragiation - damaged thyroids
that fallout damage to theiang the retarded growth seen
thyroid gland might also belamong some of the exposed

'
4

- the cause of an observed| hijdren.
stuating among some of the? In Dr. ConRad's view, the
children cxposed to the fall- emphasis hitherto given to
out. . Ithe immediate and cxternal
Dr. Conard is the leader of|effects of radiation now must
.2 medical survey team that|be palanced with a new ap-:
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commutes between Brookha-
‘ven National Laboratory on
'Long Island and Rongelap Is-
land in the Marshalls. The
tcam’s most receat report to
the .Atomic  Energy Commis-
sion is being circulated this
iweek to members of the Joint
‘Congressional Committee on
Atomic Energy. What this re-
:port shows is this:

Between March and Octo-
Iber of this year 10 new cases

‘ol thyroid abnormalitics have!

ibcen found among the 82 Ron-
gelap nalives who were ex-
posed to fallout in the first
iweek .of March, 1954. This
brings to 18 the total number
of the B2 fallout-drenched na-
tives who show thyroid gland
abnormalities.

arc thought to be benign tu.
mors. But at least one has
turned out to be a cancer of
the thyroid land.
Significantly, in a control
meoup ” of  Ronpelap  natives
who oseaped the 1934 fa)lout
wmintitding some pear ielpe

tves wf thosy ol as Ineky ~

preciation for the latent, in-
ternal effects that can be
tcaused by radioactive inate-
rials, such as radioiodine, that
getl into the body. Radioiodine
selectively concentrates in the
thyroid gland. i

The Rongelap findings re-
ported this week to the Joint
iCommittee follow a U.S. Pub-
lic Health Service report last
weck of a tenuous link be-
tween fallout in Utah and
Arjzona and the incidence of
suspicious thyroid nodules ori
tsmall lumps among children’
there. '

The Utah report, actually a
ipreliminary report of a super-
ficial medical study, is draw-
ing heavy criticism from other
'Government agencies. The

Most of the abnormalities{critics point out that there

‘was no real agreement among,
the non-thyroid experts who
performed: the physieal exami-!
nations. There is virtually no;
data from other  areas furg
Judging the Utah-Arlzona {ind-,
ings. Aud many of the children

most uf tho fatlout et

examtned weroe born Qfteg,, w2
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