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A Sumnery of the Nedical Status of the Harshallese as of Mazch 1%58. [Ttlj

dour Vears after Lxposure to Fallout Aadiation,

The four-year annual medical survey of the people of Aongelsp
Atell, Harshall islands, who were expescd to radioactive fallout In Xarch,
1954 was completed im March, 1938. 4n 1& man medical team was transported
te Rengelen by Mavy 13T for the examinations,

Complete historv and physical examinstioms, including growth angd
ézvelcpma:t atudies iz the children, hematolcyical examinaticns, ovx amt
parasite survey, and whole body geoma speciroscopy for body burden of isoe-
tapss were carried cut, The cata nus sot yet been therougnly smalyzed, and
only a few bricf preliminary statements can ba made st this time in regard
to the latest examinations,

ihe nannle were found te Le generally in good health and their
setrition satisfactory, A foew residual changes were 3tiid present in the
skin of sone pecple at the former sites of more severe betas burng, But
these changes were nonesymptomatic and characterized ondy by mild atrophy,
scarring, and niguent aberrationg, No evicdence of any dre-wmalignant or
malignant changes bave been scen, Since cegrowth of hair, no furither evi-
dences of enilation have been noted, zxcent for the akin changes there
haye been no cutwnrd evidence of any radiation effects. There have beea
no syxptoms or discuses that could bLe related to radiation effecrs. The
incidence of diseases wag found ta de about the same in the irradiated\ as
in the unirrediated HMarshallese pecple used for conpacison,

There have been thres desths in the irradiated group. In 0o case
could the cause of death be associated with radiativn effects, Tuis inci-
dence of doath sppears to be about the same as in unoxposed Karshalleae

people.
BEST COPY AVAILABLE



e

Coaparative studies of growth sné uevalognent in irradiatec ax
unirradiated children revealed a sugsestive trend of sli&ht lag in growth
of the children who were irradiated at ages between one and six or seven
years. bowever, the mumbers of children f{nvolyed are tao ssall to aake
cntitfﬁctery st;tistical analysis. The most recent data have not been
malyzed yet,

Hesatolersicnl studies showed that the c¢elludsr levels #f the blocd
have returned to the levels of unirragdiated populations with the pogsible
exceptions of the Ivaphocytes aod platelets whicsh aégenz to be s5tilli very
siightay pelow the unirrsdiated levels. This sliight lag in cenplate re=-
covary appears to he mainly ef scadewic interest since thare ha? been o
indication of any ill effect associated with this finding.

Lack of wital stetistics on the MHarshallese people wakefit
difficult to eveiuate szome findings satisgfactorily, tHowever, fertility
does not appear to bave been ;ffectad aince about the same number of chile
dren have been born of irradiated as of unirradiated parents. FPregbancizs
have been nermul with about the sane numiber of aiscarriages or stillbicths
occurring in both greups. Infants born following in utero irradiution
er born of Irrmliated pare:ts ajpeared normal,

Ro long-term effects of irradiation have heen geen, So walig-
nancies or leukemia have been xeen; no increase in degeneraltive diszascs)

no premature aging or shorteniag of life span; ne radiation induced
catsracts of the eves; and no genetic effects have bwen noted.

The bedy burden of radicvisctopes bhas dwindled rapidly, aud ag

of March, 19357 consisted mainly of C3137, Ce144 - Pr14‘ and 8:90

in amounts
far below the accepted tolerance lewels. The preagnt body burded appesrs

to be elizhtly increuged above last year cue to slipht envizoumgntal cope
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