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BUBJECT: Status Roport, Clesmup of DBikini Atoll (V)

. 1. References:

a. Prosidential letier for Secretary of Intericr, dated 12 August
1968, subject: Resettlexsent of Gikint Atoll,

‘b, DPresidentiasl lettor for Secrotnry of Defense, datod 12 August
1968, subject: Resettlement of Bikini Atoll,

¢. Presidentisl letter for Chalruen, Atoaie Erergy Comuission,
dated 12 August 1968, subject: Rescttlement of Bfkini Atoll,

d. Director, Joint Staff Xemsrsndum 140-89 for Director, Defconse
Atomic Bupport Agency, dated 30 Jenusry 1959, subject: Bikini Atoll,
DOD Support for Clearing Operation,

e. Yemorendum of Underateonding betncn'mrenso Atonic Support
Agency angd Atoule Enorgy Coamisston, dated 1l February 1969, zubject:
Cleanup of Bikinl Atoll,

2. Referenco » requested the Departacat of the Interior to dovelcp a
progren to resottle tho foramer natives of Bikind who degtire to do so
ia tholir traditional homo, sl refercnces b pnd ¢ reguosted tho Deport-
ront of Dofense (DOD) snd Atonic Exergy Comslssion (REC) to work with
the Departmont of Intorior end the Nish Cozmissioner of the Trust
Territory, Pacific, a3 nacessary to gssist in scconplisbing the roe
sottienont, T%The DOD snd the AEC sgrecd Jointly to wundertpke to clear
Bikiut Atoll of resicdusls from 1ts test use which could be hazsrdous
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to the natives or interfere with their oyricultursl use of the land,
as & prercquisite to rosottlesont, end referencoes d and e designated
Plrector, Dofense Atomie Support Ageuncy (DAZA) o8 the DOD end AXC
Projcectl MNenagoxr for this eperation, Fuanding in gaounts of 300,000
_each fram AEC and DOD wore provided to support cleanud opsrations
cozmencing in FY 1563, with $700,000 to ba provided by the Dopartment
of Intertor in FY 1070 to cozplete thic task,

3. A combined militery ead cividian-contractor Task Croup unded
Conacnder, Joint Tark Forco EICLT (JTP-8), DASA, cosprising 23 men with
enuipaont, lasded ona tho Atoll by eaip on 18 Fedbruary 1969 end began the
cleanup operation, DBy £3 February en elr strip was operational and
certificed for Milltory ALTIITt Coumiand £1ight opmirations,

4, The Bikint Tesk Group currently e vwprises g total of 40, of whoa 17
are milifary, Tho work is Lrooeading esstisfactorily. A3 of now it is

. approxiantely ZIL3 couplete, which §8 sufficient to afford a realistic
eppraisal sund dofipition of the overell tesk, No significant oporatisnsd
difficylties hove toon expavicnced snd nong are forpeest, A cotailed
1isting of kunown clenmup 1tows, with plaincd disposttion, is bolng
prepared 23 @ besis for inter-sgency concurrence on the completion of
the ATC-DOD teosks, FPrescat ostiuste 13 that the latlor cen be conpletod
by Octohor 1269 4f tha nocessary edditional Hunig &n the smount of
$700,000 are oveiladble by 1 July 18363,

8, Specific comzent on the funding situation snd renquirevents will to
the sudbjoct of separate corrosyondence,
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