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RADIOCACTIV1ITY IN SALMON
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Br. Yoshio Miyama of the University of Tokyo and the Japan
Atomic Enexgy suthority called and asked if I could meet
hin dewntowm to discuss & problem he did mot wish to write
about or talk about over the tslephoma.

I vent down om Memorial Day amd he told me that they had

8 Japsm~wide progras for collection of various food samples
for radicsctivity. Ome such sample was 12 salmom takem from
a commercial fishing vessel is the Japam ses. Although the
stated place of collection wes off of South Korea, Dr. Niysma
said that their fishing vessels somstimes fished in the area
wvhich was restricted by the Russimus amd morth of the stated
lvcation.

The twelve salmom wars measursd by their gross beta counter
and found to coatain “'such’ more radiosctivity than any other
food item he had sver ssssuyed, including the tuma following
“Mike’ shot inm 1954. The speciss of salmon is oune that spends
a relatively short time st sea and its migratiom pattern is
wall known from tagging. Ne believes that the specimens must
have cons down 2 Russian river and become contamimated by
sxcessive radioactivity from some wmimoun Russian source. Tha
activity was mainly from shert lived f{sotopes amd as yet they
wers unideatified. MNis chemists are smalyxing the asked samples
for specific isotopes at presest.

e was very csmcernsd that mo official oxr pubiished inforastion
be given out since it might result i{n tremendous loss of bdusiness
by salmon industriss similar to the tuma scars in 1954, The
actual levels of radioectivity were not dirsctly dangercus when
averaged out as s “populatiom”’ doss.
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1 suggesied that I talk te Dr. Lauren Donaldsom on June 9, when
I plen to be in Seattle, and that Dr. Donaldson request samples
of fishes. Dr. Hiyama was sure that without such a lettsr the
Japanese preas would be too inquisitive as to why he might be
collecting additional salmon samples. ke will send ssmples to
Dr. Donaldson on am informal basis, as a University axchangse,
for duplicate analyses.
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